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tee of both “Kingdoms.” They preceded their la- 
bours by a solemn and public fhet and statedly, 
intervals, repeatedly humiliated them- 
selves this before God: And in general; it must 
be allowed, that the whole of their pee 
ings, indicated ‘a fixed and habitual conviction of 
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sixteen new-modeled. Presbyteries: it was deemed 
suitable oceasion to'review these formularies, and 
‘adopt them-anew bya publicand fandamental act. 
Fifty-five yearsof subsequent effort and experience, 
during which the Lord has so severely tried the 
faith of the Church, so greatly enlarged.its borders,| 
and so thoroughly purged and’ delivered it, have so 
| resulted, that it is’ not too much to say, that there 
probably never existed a sing! 
in the number of its ministers and ehurches, and 
covering so large an extent of country, whieh em- 
braced with more simplicity the great doctrines set 
forth in-these formolaries, than the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States does at this moment: 
nor ig it teo much to.add, that its present position 
is far more advantageous for tlie maintenance and 
diffusion of these blessed truths amonget‘men, than 
“it has ever been before. With what gratitude to 
God, should. -we dwell upon these things! With 
what humility, faithfulness, and zeal should we 


3. ‘The greatest difficulties and the most pro- 
tracted debates in the Westminster Assembly were 
on various subjects connected with Church govern- 


their dependence upon him, a constant sense of his 
presence, anda deep and earnest assurance of thc 
tipo alice and solemnity of the work to. which his 
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the Bi-centenary of the Weatmiusier Assembly. 
The Assembly ow je: adoptad cer- 
tain Fesolations “which ‘may, be“seen in their 
minates; and the teport was ordered to be 
ou, file, “It is “both ‘ablé, and jateresting, and 
therefore we have taken:the. liberty-of laying it 
before our readers, 
“The Standing Committee appointed by the Gen- 
eral Assembly of the “Presbyterian (church in the 
United Statea-of America, which convened in Phil- 
adelpliia ‘on ‘the. 18th" of May, 1842," to mature a 
for a’ saitable commemoration of the two hun- 
dradth antiiversaty of the meeting of the Westmin- 
ster Askembly;-—according tothe order of the As- 
suibly, Submit the following report and recommen- 
. Op the first day of July, 1643, being Saturday, 
sixty-nine persons, ministers and laymen, the whole 
the former having been episcopally ordained, 
and all being still in the com-. 
manion-of the Church.of Eegland, met in Heary 
Chapel at, Westminster, in England, and cop- 
stitoted themselves into an extraordinary Synod,. 
Both houses of that illustrious parliament of Eng- 
called the: Long lament, which. 


land, common}y 
sat ‘for nearly eighteen years, and. accomplished 
one of “the most remarkable revolutions which the 


world fins ‘secn, were present officially on the me- 
niorable’ occasion. The Synod itself was constitu- 
ted by an Gfdinance of that Patliarient, dated the 
12th of Jine, 1643, which summoned ‘it, and, in 
terms, enjoined its membeérs’“to confer afd treat 
among themselves of such mattérs and things con- 
cerning the liturgy, discipline and government of 


the:Church of. Bagland, or the vindication of the 
same from.all false aspersions and misconstructions, | 
as shall be by either or both houses .of 


parliament, and.no other: and to deliver their ad- 
vices and opinions touching the matters aforesaid, 
as shall be most agreeable*tothe word of God, to. 
beth or either houses from time to timne,-in such: 
manner as shall be required.’'+ By that ordinance 
the Synod was to consist of one hundred and twen- 
ty-one divines, and thirty lay-assessors, of whom 
ten were peers and twenty coinmeners; to whom 
were added, at various subsequent periods, fourteen’ 
divines, making the whole number appointed by 
the Parliament, one hundred sixty-five persons. 
The. General Ae. of the Kirk of Scotland, 
being thereto especially requested by the Synod, 
and.by. the. English Parliament, appointed five min- 
isters afd:three ruling elders, as Commissioners of 
the Church of Scotland, tothe Synod met at West- 
minster;} which made the membcrs delegated to 
and seventy-three persons, 
if those appointed appear never-to have met the 
body, and pore ‘to have attended only - 
ally; bat the majority of them gave diligent and’ 
assiduous attention to the duties to which they had 
thas been called in the good providence of God;’ 
and have become famous amongst men, and dear 
to God's. people, by the name of the Westminster’ 


\asembly. 
t is vert common to call this body, the West- 
minster Assembly ef Divines. Bat the ordinance 
which. summoned it, called it “an Assembly. of 
learned and godly divines, and others;” and it has 
just been-shown that thirty-three lay-asses:ors and 
ruling elders were organic members of it. And it 
is generally known, that this-class of members was, 
made*up from amongst the most famous men of 
their*times; and there is reason to believe that few: 
members of the Assembly had more influence than 
several of these. 
It is to be remembered, that this Assembly was’ 
not eeclesiastically convened, and was not an ordi- 
nary church court. It had, properly speaking, no 
powers, and was not in any sense a repre. 
sentative. body of the clergy, as a national Synod, 
much. less e@ general. one: and the yery ordinance 
which.catled and constituted it, expressly restrain- 
ed it. from assuming or exercising “ any jurisdic- 
tion, power, or authority ecclesia whatsoever.” 


It was, as itself justly said, committee.or coun-| 


cil to the Parliament, to give their opinion touching | 
such church ‘matters.as the houges should lay be- 
fore-them;” and its continued existence depended 


véned it. Whatever aathority, therefore, its acts 
or definitions may have, must be*purely that influ- 
ence Which restilts from the charatter of the men 
who made them, or from that of the works them- 


independent adoption or sanction by competent 
authority, civil or ecclesiastical. In this particu- 
lar, this Assembly differed from the most of those 
famous bodies, which have in different ages exerted 
a.controling influence in giving shape to the form 
and tothe dectrine of various. branches, of the 
church of Christ... 
» Phe Assembly may be said to have-subsisted till 

the 22d of February, 1649—a period of five years 
and eight months, nearly, during which time they 

held nearly eléven hundred sessions. After this, 

such mémbers as reméined in London were con- 

tinued a$ a Committee for the examination of min- 
isters, for abéut three years more, until the revolu- 
lution effected, by Oliver Cromwell in the constita- 
tion of the Parliament, in March, 1652, seemed to, 
them to ate virtually the authority-which 
yened them, and the Assembly finally broke up.1 

The-members who were designated to compose 
the Assembly; although originally .almost-entirely 
lians, were divided into several very dis- 

tinct, but unequal parties. Some were Prelatists| 
of avery high tone; and of such very few ever met 

with the body, and nore continued long in it. The 


Parliament which called the Assembly, and in- 
deed the body of the enlightened and pious portion 
of the English nation, at ‘that time, moderate Epis- 
copalians, men of the old Non-Conformist and 
Puritan stamp;** of these far the greater part gra- 
dually came over. to the sentiments, ag to church 

vernment.and discipline, which are set forth in 
the formularies prepared by them; and such as did 
not, chiefly left the body before its work was done, 
There was; perhaps, from the beginning, a small, 
but decided.and-very able body of thorough Pres- 
byterians. both in the Parliament and in the As- 
sembly... There was also a small. party of. Eraatians, 
who were amongst the most. learned and noted men 
of theirday. find. there were also.a few 
and eminent men-who were extremely zealous Ia- 
dependents.” It is ‘tobe remembered, however, that 
almost’ thé-entire difference between these last and 
thé etrict Presbyterians, lay in the absolute inde- 

endenty of each: separate congregation, asserted 
the forme; end that, not only-as to most points 
and discipline, bit us to many of chutch 
arder also, Wiese two portions of the Assembly per- 
ctly ngréed. . For example, they were entirely 
ofone tind in asserting church government to be 


rovidence had called them. 
The groet wotke which they produced, with th 
and circumetinces under which they were 
may be ‘imperfectly estimated from the 
statements which follow. 
1, On the 17th October, 1643, a Committee was 
pointed o;: 3. Directory for P Worship :— 
part of.their-daty being amongst the most 
pressing of all, on account of Parliament having by 
an Ordinance, discarded the use of the Liturgy. 
The Assembly passed the Directory with great una. 
nimity. . 1t was-established by an ordinance of the 
English Parliament dated January 3, 1645, and b 
the General Assembly of the Scottish church, whic 
met on the 22d of January, of the same year, and 
afterwards by the Scottish.Estates in. Parlianent. 
The reasons which induced the English Parlia- 
ment to discard the Liturgy,.are set forth in the 
preface of its act, and those of the Assembly in re- 
commending ‘the substitution ‘of their “ Directory 
for tlie public: worship of God,” in the place of the 
‘+ Book of Common Prayer,” are succinctly stated 
‘in their preface to the Directory ;* and the candid 
study of them will show that two centuries of fur- 
ther experience have only confirmed the judgment 
of the Parliament and the Assembly, in the whole 
‘subject. ‘The importance of the change and of the 
principles on which it is to be justified, nay be 
easily. perceived when it is considered that amongst 
the alterations produced by ‘this substitution were 
the suggestion of topics for extemporaneous prayer 
substituted in the place of a prescribed form of 
prayer; the réjection of the Apocrypha from pub- 
lic use ip the worship of God; the rejection of pri- 
vate and lay baptism, as well as the use of god- 
fathers and godmothers, and the sign of the cross 
in baptism; the ‘disuse of private communion, and 
administration of the Lord’s Supper to the sick ; 
the substitution of the communion table for an al- 
‘tar; the excluding of profine and unconverted per- 
sons from the Lord’s ation of the 


times 


able; the abr 
prohibition to marry during Lent; the disuse of 
private confession and authoritative absolution, in 
the visitation ‘of the sick ; the disuse of all formal 
services in:the burial of the dead; the discarding 
of Saints’ days, and of all clerical vestments. A 
careful comparison of the Directory of the West- 
minster Assembly, with that ratified in May, 1821, 
by the General Assembly of the Presbyterian 
Church in the United States of America, and now 
in use in our church, will, it.is probable, cause both 
surprise and regret at the extent of the changes, 
abridgments, and substitutions—generally fur the 
worse—which have been, we cannot but think,) 
most improvidently made: and perhaps it might 
be considered by no means an unfit improvement 
of the present season, to restore the vencrable 
Directory from a great mass of the emendations 
which a restless spirit, and superficial views of 
divine things have pushed further than is géneral- 
ly 
2. The doctrinal standards composed by this 
Assembly consisted of a Confession of Faith, and a 
Larger and Shorter Catechism. At first and for 
some time their attention was occupied with a re- 
vision of the Articles of the Church of England; 
and they went as far as to the end of the XVth ar- 
ticle in this work.t But it was afterwards deter- 
mined, at the instance ofthe Scotch Commission- 
ers, to compile a full and independent system from 
the Scriptures: and on the 9th of May, 1645, a 
Committee was appointed for this purpose. On 
the 26th of May, 1646, the work was finished 
and reported to the Assembly, which, however, 
had been occupied: during the intervening time, 
as part of its stated business, in examining and 
determining the various propositions which make 
up the system; which it is well known is through- 
out composed, not of arguments, but of compre- 
heusive definitions and statements of truth. This 
Confession of Faith,” was presented’ to the Par- 
ligament on the llth of December, 1646, by the 
whole Assembly ina body. ‘The Commons’ House 
was engaged abovea year on this Confession, and 
on the March, 1648, presented it to the House 
of Lords, with some alterations and reservations in 
regard to those parts which related to the power 
discipline—church censures—the keys—Sy nods 
and councils—marriage and divorce—and the duty 
of the church and the civil magistrate towards rell- 
gious offenders. On the 28th June, 1648, it was 
established by an ordinance of Parliament—with 
the aforesoid reservations—and published under the 
title, * Articles of religion approved and passed by 
hoth houses of Parliament, after advice had with an 
Assembly of divines called together for that pur- 
e.’+ The General Assembly of the kirk of Scot- 
land which met at Edinburgh on the 4th of August, 
1647, ratified this Confession, in the form in which 
it came from the hands of the Westminster Assem- 
bly; and the Scottish Parliament of 1690, again ex- 
ressly established it. Whilst the Confession of, 
Faith was passing through the Assembly, commit- 
tees were appointed to digest its articles, which are 
more particularly moral and dogmatical, into two 
catechisms; a large one, for public exposition, and 
a shorter one for more general use. The latter was 
presented to Parliament in November, 1647, the 
former in April, 1648; though they must have been 
both completed by the Assembly, before the 24th 
of October, 1647, since on that day, which was 
about a week before the Scotch Commissioners 
took their leave of the body, it was entered on jts 
Journal that some one or all of them had been with 
the Assembly “ during all the time they had been 
debating and perfecting these four things mentioned 
if the covenant, viz. the composing a directory for 
pablic worship, a uniform confession of faith, a form 
of church government and discipline, and a public 
catechism.”||. On the 15th of September, 1648, 
the Parliament approved and published these cate- 
chisms; which had been adopted by the Scottish 
Assémbly in the previous July.7  ‘TihisgConfession 
of Faith and Larger and Shorter Catechisms were 
formally adopted by the highest Judicatory of the 
Presbyterian Church in this.country, then called the 
“ Synod of New York and Philadelphia,” at its last 
meeting preceding the formation of the present! 
General Assembly. This occurred at Philade}phia, 
May 21—29, 1788. A single “ small amendment” 
as it is called, in the Larger Catechism, and “some 
alterations” in three paragraphs of the Confession, 
-were the only changes made in them.** It is not, 
however, to be understood that this was the first 
occasion on which these doctrinal standards have 
been openly avowed by this Church: on the con- 
trary; it has always professed them from the first 
emigration of its members to this continent, and on 
various occasions - our ecclesiastical courts have, 
with great distinctness renewed the open. profes. 
sion of them.tt But in the year 17&8, the minis- 
ters of that church had, during about a century of 
labours and struggles, not unmixed with persecu- 
tions, ificreased* froma single person, tooné hun- 
dred ‘end sixty-nine ministers;{{ and the Syriod 
having determined, two years betore, to remodel ail 
its Presbyteries——diyide itself into four Synods— 


jure divino, and full reed also as to the r consti a General Assembly, to on it; in» this respect; but it is known that the) however, once and again, bore an open and em- Po ae 
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ment and Discipline; indeed it was only upon sub- 
jects of this tulere that very serious differences of 
Opinion existed amongst the members of that body. 
At an early stage of deliberations, many ques- 
tions of this nature were thrown upon them by the 
Parliament, and were obliged to be disposed of, in 
consequence of the absolute necessity of erecting 
some tribunal to examine, to ordain, to try, and. to 
depose ministers ; and the mere neglect to determine 
such matters, was practically to encourage every 
sort of excess in the country. For the Bishops 
sided with the king in the civil war then raging; a 
very large paft of the inferior clergy in the old,estab- 
lishment were men of immoral ‘lives, and ‘besides, 
negligent of their work and incompetent for it; and 
the growing fanaticism of tlie times filled the coun- 
‘try with presumptuous men, who-upon their own 
mere motion, assumed the functions of religious 
teachers. Nor were these matters ever finally and 
satisfactorily arranged between the Assembly and 
the Parliament, although the former with great la- 
bour, perfected its work, and the latter, from time 
to time, by ordinance after ordinance, adopted. por- 
tions of the Directory for ordination, the discipline, 
and the form of government digested by the As- 
sembly, until the entire Presbyterian system was 
virtually set up by the laws of England, as the es- 
tablished religion of the kingdom. ‘The formula- 
ries of the Assembly were approved by the Gene- 
ral Assembly of the Church of Scotland, in 1645.* 
The great points of difference in the Assembly 
were such ua these; the office and warrant of 
Ruling Elder, whether there be such an office, 
whether it be jure divino, and what are its nature 
and functions; ordination, what it is, and in whose 
hand—whether of the Bishops or the Presbytery— 
and if with the latter, is that body itself jure divino; 
discipline, what is its nature and extent, with 
whom is it lodged, whether with the brotherhood, 
the eldership, or the civil power, and if with either 
of the two first, whether jure divino: church courts, 
whether they be independent or subordinated to 
each other, and whether in either case, they are. 
subject to the civil power in spiritualibus—the 
pastoral office, whether it be exclusively parochial, 
and that gure divino, &c., &c. The result. of all 
was, the successive and complete establishment in 
the Assembly, of the Presbyterial system, very 
nearly upon the model then existing in Scotland. 
In this form, it was introduced, as far as circum- 
stances would admit, into the United States, from 
the earliest times. ‘The present Form of Govern- 
ment and Discipline of our Church, were digested 
during the years 1783-7-8,} by the Synod of New 
York and Philadelphia, preparatory to the erection 
of the General Assembly. ‘Though the former pre- 
served the main features of the Westminster As- 
sembly’s Form of Government—there are nume- 
rous and in some instances very considerable 
changes: and practically the working of our sys-, 
tem is in many respects different from that establish- 
ed in England, under the advice of that Assembly. 
Our discipline was compiled chiefly from the Scot- 
tish forms, of which it is rather a meagre compend. 
The most careless obsérver cannot fail to be struck 
with the remarkable resemblance which exists be- 
tween the model of our church government and 
that of our civil institutions; and it is not unworthy 
of being kept in remembrance, that some of the dis- 
tinguished men, who aided in forming the Consti- 
tution of the United States, were at the same time 
engaged in digesting the Form.of Government of 
the Presbyterian Church in this country. This 
close resemblance it is obvious must always give 
our system a powerful hold on the affections of our 
countrymen, and quicken in the bosoms of our peo- 
ple the sentiment of patriotism, by a coincidence 
at once so striking and so grateful. Nor can we 
as lovers of civil liberty, fail to note, that this sys- 
tem was established in England at the only period 
of true freedom in her long annals, and by the 
hands of the same statesmen and patriots who laid 
the deep foundations of the greater part of that 
freedom she still enjoys; and that it was not sub- 
verted untii a corrupt and perfidious tyrant was 
again upon her throne. Religion itself, we readi- 
ly admit, is compatible in its interior work with 
every condition of human institutions; but its own 
institutions are essentially free, and their action 
can be perfectly developed only under circumstan- 
ces answerable to their nature. It ought to be re- 
membered that the Synod of 1788 which made the 
important changes in our Church organization| 
which have been intimated, which amended some, 
digested others, and adopted all our present formu- 
laries, was only an ordinary Synod, as the: previous 
one of 1786, which took the initiative in this great 
work, also was, a convincing proof that those theo- 
ries which allow to our existing General As-embly 
and other church courts, only such powers as are 
exhibited and defined in our Form of Government, 
as well as those which make the Presbyteries the! 
source of puwer to the higher church courts, are 
wholly fallacious, For the history of our church 
shows, that the Assembly is itself the real represen- 
tative of the original body in this country ; which 
having first grown large enough to doso, constituted 
itself into a Prcabe tery, then divided itself into seve- 
ral Presbyteries and constituted a Synod; and at 
length divided that Synod into several, reorganized 
all its Presbyteries, and constituted this General As- 
sembly. Ali which things it did in the exercise of its 
cominon and inherent powers, the whole of which | 
remain as before in all the church courts, which 
are indeed ordained not of man but of God, and 
cannot therefore lawfully either assume or demit 
powers of themselves. And no church constitution 
can of right be any thing more than q system of} 
definitions and rules, drawn from God’s word, and 
a covenant between those who are of one mind 
upon the points stated: and where it is silent, the 
authority is not vacated, but remains untouched, to 
be settled out of the Scriptures. Sothat our church 
constitution is to be assimilated rather to that of 
one of our States, where what is not withheld ia al- 
lowed, than to that of the national government, 
where what is not granted is withheld; the more 
especially as ecclesiastical power is not only ex-) 
clusively moral, but is also purely declarative and 
ministerial. It is worthy ¢lso of being remember- 
ed that although there were a hundred and sixty- 
nine ministers, and a much larger number of con- 
gregations composing the Synod of 1788, all which 
mipisters should properly bave sat in that Synod, 
and all the congregations have been represented 
by ruling elders; yet in fact only forty one minis- 
ters and about a dozen elders, were members of it; 
and this small fraction of the charch accomplished 
all the important. changes already mentioned, with- 
out requiring a subsequent = either by the 
Presbyteries or thenew Assembly. And the acquies-' 
cence in these changes which was general and cor- 
dial, as well as the fact of their having been per- 
fected under such circumstances, confirm the be. 
lief that the view here presented of the theory of 
our Church power was that originally held. | 
The Westminster Assembly amongst its other 
labours, paid considerable attention to a metrical 
version of the Psalms, for use in public worship, Jt 
is impossible to determine exactly what was done 


, that licly sung,” and 
comminnion-so great) its use.* During 
England, th 
assiduo 
was finally adopted 
-wel] known that our 
‘the Psalms. are exclusively to be used fh 

‘the praises of God.j But on the cont 
ing that he is to be praised for all that he 
all that he does, and knowing that ever 
his blessed word. contains revelations g@ himself, 
and that these are-in general far clearerand more 
extensive in the New Testament than in the 
Psalms; ‘it has always contended for the use of a 
embrace, to the ytmost-ex- 
tent possible, the whole revealed grousds of the 
religious praise of God. And at various,périods it 
has bestowed peculiar care on the compilation and 
preparation of sacred ‘songs whose ¢ 
paraphrase, or translation rests on this 
obvious, and, as-it appears to ua, unquestionable 
principle. After five years of arduous labour, in 
committee and in the Assembly, a new 
is now passing through the press, which it.is hoped 
will be found to meet all the just expectations of 
the churches, While it is much to be regretted 
that a matter of this kind should be permitted to 
divide from us considerable portions of those who 
agree with us, in- most points of faith, order, and 
practice; it is due to candour and to tke present 
occasion, to state distinctly our continued and per- 
fect confidence in the scripturalness, the propriety, 
and the ex 
adopted and acted on by this Church, infegard to 
this interesting subject. | | 
It does not appear that the Westminster Assem- 
bly had any agency in preparing the Annotations 
upon the Scriptures, whieh pass under tts name; 
k any order on this important subject. 
The work referred to, states in its preface] that it 
was prepared by a body of divinesT appointed by 
the Committee of Religion of the House of Com- 
mous: and that this appointment was made in con- 
sequence of a petition from the Stationers and 
Printers of London for license to print the notes in 
the English version called the Geneva Bible, along 
with the text of the new, or kin 
first printed in 1612: and that their original ap- 
pointment contemplated little more than a tho- 
rough revision of those notes, which had been writ- 
ten and published about the year 1560, by learned 
and pious English exiles at Geneva, at the head of 
whom was the great John Knox.** It is hardly too 
much to say that the greatest deficiency of our 
Church in this country, up to the present moment, 
is the want of a sound, thorough, complete, and 
attractive commentary upon the entire’ Bible; a 
composed in the sense of our Church 
formularies, and throughout conformable to our 
Nor is it too much to add, that the lack of 
such a work has left a gap through whichour fami- 
lies and congregations have been constantly liable 
to an inundation of books, obnoxious to the most 
serious objections; and by means of which, shallow 
views of religion have spread, wholesomé impres- 
sions have been effaced, the influence of our doc- 
trine and order been. weakened in our own body, 
and evils produced the extent of which it is im- 
impossible to estimate. 
more valuable or appropriate service-which could 
at this time be rendered to our church and to the 
reading world, than for this Assembly to take such 
steps, as will secure the preparation and publica- 
tion of just such a commentary as we need. 
There is one remarkable difference between the 
method direct:d to be pursued in the or¢ination of 
ministers, by the Form of Government of the West- 
minster Assembly and our own. The former seems 
to have required neither tion arti-'n 
cles of religion, nor a 
their adoption in a set form; but in Jiew thereof the 
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aminations contempla 
ards. 
It would bea very grievous error to imagine that 
the great principles, doctrines, and results embo- 
died in the standards of faith, order, discipline, and 
worship digested by the Westminster Assembly, 
were discoveries made by that venerable body. Pro- 
bably there is not a solitary truth asserted, or prin- 
ciple laid down in any part of those summaries, 
which had not been fully elaborated, distinctly sta- 
ted, clearly proved, and long practised by some por- 
tion of the Church of God, before that Assembly 
met. So far as their testimony is against Popery, 
it was the common and established sentiment of the 
Reformed world, for nearly a century previous, and 
of thousands of holy men before the dawn of the} je 
Reformation itself. Their decisions against dio- 
cesan Episcopacy, and in favour of Presbytery, were 
the mere expression of the universal and constant 
judgment of ail the reformed churches, except that 
of England; and even in England itself the great 
body of the original reformers and non-conformists 
did not desire, but were forced by kingly, power, to 
allow the accumulated evils and follies of Prelacy. 
In Scotland especially, Prelacy was little less odi- 
ous than popery, and it was only a few years before 
the Westminster Assembly convened, that the fa- 
mous Glasgow Assembly of 1638 had crowned with 
triumph a national struggle of half a century 
against it, and the whole nation roused itself up as 
one man, to resist to the death all attempts to re- 
store by force a system which had filled Scotland 
with blood and tears. The Scottish National Cove- 
nant, and the Solemn League and Covenant of the 
three Kingdoms of England, Scotland, and Ireland, 
which resulted from this successful attempt on the 
part. of the Scotch people to emancipate themselves 
rom Prelacy, imposed by violence and fraud upon 

them,—the latter of which covenants was taken by 
the British Parliarnent and the Westminster As- 
sembly,—exhibited, and perhaps fostered, a temper 
in that generation which rendered such churchmen 
as the cruel and perfidious Laud, and such Prelacy 
as he aimed to set up in the three kingdoms, as od1- 
ous as the worst specimens of Popes and Popery. 
It is worthy of much consideration, that this same 
Laud is in our day ranked by many Prelatists, along 
with Charles himself, as a Christian martyr, and 
that some of his worst heresies and principles are 
rapidly ‘spreading in the bosom-of Anglican and 
Anglo-American Episcopacy. 
the Assembly against Arminianism, decided and 
clear as it is, is scarcely more so, than that of most 
of the creeds of the Reformation, and perhaps not 
so explicit and pointed as that of the famous Synod 
Dort—which, but twenty-five years before, had 
with great labour and solemnity, and with the con- 
sent and acqniescence of Reformed Europe in gen- 
eral, declared the doctrine of Christ touching di- 
vine predestination, redemption by the death of 
Christ, man’s corruption, the method of his conver- 
sion to God, and the perseverence of the saints, 
Aid it may be allowed to us here, to call attention 
to the general and somewhat remarkable similari y 
between the heresies and proceedings of the dis- 
1e peace and purity of the Belgic 

eburches before 1618, and those of the party that 
had so nearly overwhelmed our own church before: 
1837. It is known that before the era of the West. 
minster Assembly, Antinomianism and Anabaptism 
shad made but small progress in any part of West- 
ern Europe, and had scarcely excited any decided 
apprehension in the British isles. The Assembly, 
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“who was a’ member both of the Comméns House 
“and of the Assembly, appears‘to have. under 
examination; and on the 20th November, 1645, the 
Assembly reported to the Parliament-that they had 
caused this new version, to be careful 
altered and amended, and that they did“ humbly 
conceive” it might “be useful and ate to the 
church” if this: version was “ permitted to be pub- 
the house accordingly authorized 
the progress of this matter in 
e Scottish General Assembly, was very 
usly occupied. with it ;+ and the néw version 
by that body in 1640} It is 
Charch has never‘held that 
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for ordination, was 


duce more ample testimonials, to be perhaps more 
thoroughly examined in the Presbytery, and far 
more so by them publicly on the occasion of his or- 
dination, according to a directory proposed in rela- 
tion to the whole subject. Without hazarding any 
particular expression of opinion in the case, it may 
be safely affirmed, that the history of our church 
affords the most ample and melancholy. proof, that 
professions and subscriptions according to set forms, 
no matter how precise and solemn those forms may 
be, cannot be relied on as substitutes fur the tho- 
rough trainiog, testimonials, supervision, and ex- 
ted in the more ancient stand- 
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warrants of holy 7 
At the same.early period of their labours, they 
ndence with the reformed 
churches and divines on the continent, and not only 
themselves solicited the aid of the church of Scot- 
land, at that moment the purest, most enlightened, 
and most efficient of all existing churches, but the 
Parliament of England made a similar appeal to 
that. venerable church, and both the Parliameut and. 
the Assembly sent commissioners to Scotland to 
enforce a requisition so extraordinary 
ourable to all the parties.¢ Five years before, (in 
1638,) the church of Scotland had thorodghly eman-; 
cipated herself; and the intervening. period .had 
been émployed with great diligence and energy in 
perfecting what she still delights to call her second 
During the greater part of 1640 
and 41, several of the ablest divinés of Scotland 
had resided in Londen, by appointment of the Scot- 
tish authorities, in order to assist by their counsels 
on ecclesiastical affairs, the commissioners who 
were maturing a treaty between the Covenanters 
and the Long Parliament; and during their stay 
submitted to the “ Lords of the Treaty 
Convention was called, a remarkable 
which they attempted to show that * | 
church government between the two. nations,” 
incipal means of. continued 
ttish General Assemb! 
, it was resolved to digest more perfectly a 
Confession of Faith, a Lali and Shorter Cate- 
chism, a Platform of Church government, ahd a 
Directory for worship: and this great work -was by 
the order of the Assembly laid upon the man who 
had suggested it; the same who had before sug- 
gested to the “ Lords of Treaty” the idea of con- 
formity between the two kingdoms—the same 
whom God had so remarkably used and honoured 
at the memorable era of 1638—who was the prime 
mover of the National Covenant, and the Solemn 
League and Covenant—who afterwards undoubt- 
edly exerted more influence in the Westminster 
Assembly than any other person—and who was, 
by God’s grace, by far the most important man in 
his generation in the church of Christ, and had, 
beyond all comparison a greater share than an 
other mortal in shaping the standards of which this 
report treats, and through them on the destiny of 
Presbyterianism to the present hour. 
was Alexander Henderson ;} a man raised up by 
God for great and good designs ; fitted by his grace, 
for the glorious work set before him; and richly 
deserving to rank with Calvin, Knox,and Melville, 
in the gratitude of all who love Christ Jesus and 
his blessed kingdom. Soon after the arrival in Ed- 
inburgh of the Commissioners of the Westminster 
Assembly and the English Parliament, sent up to 
Scotland to ask for the presence and aid of Scot- 
tish divines, upon conference with the General 
Assembly of the church of Scotland, the latter 
drew up, and on the 17th August, 1643, unani- 
mously adopted the Solemn 
nant, which was also unanimously ratified on 
the same day, by the Convention of the Scot- 
During the month of September 
following, the British Parliament and the West- 
minster Assembly approved this document, certain- 
one of the most searching and effective ever 
wn up by man; and on the 25th day of that 
month, the Parliament and the Assembly came. to- 
gether in St. Margaret’s church, Westminster, and 
 20lemn religious serviees, individually sub-| 
scribed the covenant, and swore to observe it.7 It 
is well known that the great body of the English 
and Scotch people, and of the Irish Protestants sub- 
scribed this covenant With absolute enthusiasm. 
The whole transaction must be admitted to be one 
of the most remarkable national movements record- 
ed in the annals of the world. 
to cavil at some features of it, they should remem- 
ber that the papal leagues for the extirpation of 
heretics, and their public and general butcheries 
in endeavouring to carry them into effect, which 
the preceding century had witnessed, had not lost 
the impression of their horror and perfidy. They 
should consider that the frightful massacre of the 
Protestants in Ireland, had occurred but two years 
before, and that, there was great reason to believe, 
by the connivance of the king himself. They should 
consider how much innocent blood had been shed, 
how much cruelty had been perpetrated, how much 
perfidy had been systematically employed, both in 
England and in Scotland, to hunt down true reli- 
gion, and to set up a religion half-reformed from 
Popery, disfigured by its puerile and heathenish rites, 
and hateful to the people by its dreadful spirit. 
And then, perhaps, we shall admit, that the move- 
ment was as far from being destitute of sober rea- 
son, as it was remarkable for its profound convic- 
tion and its fervid enthusiasm. However this may 
be—it is impossible to reflect that this solemn 
League and Covenant had amongst its avowed ob- 
jects, “the preservation of the Reformed religion 
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The men who composed that Assembly never 
imagined for a moment, nor do we, that they were 
not liable, like other men, to great and manitold 
errors; and they eaw plainly that they were sar- 
rounded by difficulties and hinderances. The spirit 
of their age beyond a doubt, more or less inftu- 
enced their conduct, their views, and their opin- 
dons: and we can discern more clearly than it was 
possible for them to do, the sources, the extent, and 
the consequences of errors arising from such cau- 
ses. The greatest and the most fatal of these was 
the universal conviction then prevalent, that it was 
the duty of all commonwealths to establish and 
support the church of Christ, by the active inter- 
vention of the civil power, and as a clear civil ob- 
ligation, 
From this principle others necessarily follow, 
whicb at the first step involve the church in mortal 
conflict with the state, a conflict which can have 
no end, except in Erastianism er in Popery; for if 
the conflict be not interminable, the state must 
‘subject the church, or the church must subject the 
state. And the second step in the development 
uf the principle, leads just as directly to schism; 
for if the state ‘must establish religion, it must be 
that form of it which the state itself 


midable amid the civil commotions, which raged 
around ‘them during almost the whole period 
their sessions: but even in this, they did but re- 
echo the constant seutiment of the Reformed 
churches. In what it set up, it clearly manifested, 
the same great truth, and perfectly exhibited the 
ate sympathy with the common and 
constant doctrine of the purest churches in all past 
as wel] as with those then existing around 
The month after the Assembly met, it de- 
clared that ‘the creeds that go ander the name of 
the Nice creed, Athanasian creed, and that. which 
lied the Apostles’ creed, are tho- 
received and believed, for that the 
be proved by most certain 
ure. 


be 


* one 


in the Church of Scotlai.d, in doctrine, worship, dis- 
cipline, and government ;”’ “the reformation of re- 
ligion in the kingdoms of England and Ireland, ac- 
ord of God, and the example of 
the best Reformed churches ;” the bringing of the 
** Church of God in the three kingdoms to the nearest 
conjunction and uniformity in religion, confessing of 
faith, form of church government, directory for wor- 
ship, and catechising ; and the extirpation of popery, 
prelacy, superstition, heresy, schism, profaneness, 
and whatever shall be found contrary to sound doc- 
trine and the power of godliness:”" and not at once 
perceive that from the moment of its being sworn 
to and subscribed by the Westminster Assembly— 
which was within three months after it first met— 
| there no jonger remained a doubt as to the general 
result of the !abours of that great Assembly, and 
the prevailing character of the standards they must 
at last produce. And the whole of these reflections 
show how true it is, nothing was invented, nothing 
originated by that Assembly; but that its whole 
labours resulted only in making it. more clear and 
evident that the glorious and long-descended truth 
of God 1s in all ages the same; and that the great 
merit of the standards compiled by them is their 
clearness, their simplicity, their conformity with 
the general doctrine of God’s elect, and their faith- 
ful exhibition of the system of truth, which the 
ever-blessed God has revealed to us in that word 
infallible rule of our faith and 
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best; and to expect all states to approve the same 
whether. for form or substance, or to expect the 
same state to remain constant in ote view, is ulter- 
ly absurd and opposed to all experience, The thind 
step leads inevitably to intolerance; if, indeed, it 
does not by logical necessity furce us into a posi- 
tion, where it is very difficult to escape from an 
obligation to persecute: so much se, indeed, that 
God has in few things more manifestly displayed 
his grace to the Presbyterian body throughout the 
world than in this, that theugh portions of them 
have been long subjected to this severe temptation, 
their hands are unpolluted, except with their own 
blood.. Te plead a divine warrant fir religious es- 
tablishments, from the example of the “‘Testa- 
ment church. is to forget that-a theocracy exists ino 
more; that Jesus himself put away. that. dispensa- 
tion by the sacrifice of himeelf. To support iton th 
allowed ground that the state itself is ordained 
God, and that its highest function and plainest duty 
is to honour him in all its acts, is to t that bes 
ing so ordained apart from the church, it is a sepa- 
rate ordination, separately instituted, 
aceountable, and to be separately j | 
' To argue for the necessity of any such establi 
ment, is to be blind to all the exiting develop- 
ments of God’s providence —forgetful 


the glori- 
ous struggles and triumphs of the chureh dyfin 
her earliest and brightest centuries, and-of the ho 
rible correptions whieh sprung from the curona- 
tion of the cross. To plead for such principleas 
inherent in the religion of Jesus, is to surrender 
the blessed of that coming when every’ 
authority but that of the glorified Redeemer will be 
abolished upon the earth, and the kingdoms of this’ 
wor!d become the kingdom of our Lord and of his 
Christ. For nearly a century and a helf the Px 
byterian body in America’ constantly repudiats 
this dangerous and unsound principle, and all }ts 
evil consequences—constantly asserting with 
fathers the absolute freedom of the church—byt: 
constantly preclaiming, against the doctrine of 
fathers, its total .sepatation from the state; -has by 
God's blessing grown from the smallest beginnings, 
to her present strength, rendering tothe state ten 
thousand favours without ever asking for one pe- 
culiar to herself, and conferring upon manki 
blessings which cannot be numbered, without tak- 
ing from the meanest human being the smallestiof 
those rights, which placed him on the common lev- 


How manifold has been the experience of the. 
same hody in England, Ireland, and Scotland, siste 
the era of the Westminster igeseers! 5 that the doc- 
trine we repudiate cannot pessibly sustain the’ 
church of God in any thing distinctive of her vota- 
tion, even when it operates most.freely in her be- 
half: but may be used with exterminating fury, 
when it is corruptly turned against her! Alas! 
where is now the once precious, illustrious, na- 
tional, covenanted, Presbyterian church of Eng- 
Jand? And what might she not have been, but for the 
doctrine of church and state, by force of which the 
execrable Charles II., and his fierce and eérrupt 
Prelates, tore her up, root and branch! And how 
nearly bad the same servants of Satan, by the power! 
of the same principle, extirpated eyen in Scotland,| 
the faith which seemed rooted like the everlasting 
hills! And at this very moment, how affecting is 
it to remember that this great error of that venera- 
ble and beloved church, is so turned upon her own 
bosom, that the very anni which we will 
signalize with so great thankfulness and joy, may 
with her be a time sot only of trial and of mourn- 
ing, but of open schism and, dreadful apostasy 4) 
Alas! how idle if not impious are those exaggera- 
ted commendations which heap u the West- 
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to inspiration itself; when even a solitary error, 
sanctified by their illastrious names; has wrought 
in wicked hands such frightful calamities to a cause} 
which themselves loved more than life! 

Looking aronnd us after the lapse of two eentu-| 
ties, during which mankind has made such wonder- 
ful progress, and witnessed such amazing revolu-{ 
tions, and been subjected to such repeated and ter- 
rible convulsions, we cannot fail ta see thatthe very) 
same forms of error and wice agamet wher 
members of the Westminster Assembly bound their 
souls to strive “ without respect of persons,” still), 
trouble the earth and endanger the truth. ‘ Popery, 


ness,” with many things “contrary to sound doc- 
trine, and the power of godliness”’, are still to be re- 
sisted by a!l who would not “partake in other 
men’s sins, and thereby be in danger to receive of 
their plagues.”” We are therefore as fully obliged 
as they were, “sincerely, really, and constantly, 
through the grace of God, in our several places and 
callings,’ to strive and to testify against these de- 
fections and sins, and never to be deterred from our 
fidelity, nor seduced ‘to the contrary part,”’ nor 
‘* give ourselves to a detestable indifferency or neu- 
trality”’ in things ** which so much concern the glo- 
ry of God” ial tek good of a world that lieth in} 
sin. 
So too, if we will but consider the trial which du-} 
ting these two centuries God has been pleased to} 
make of the precious truths set forth in our stand-/ 
ards, and’ the scriptural order and. discipline de- 
clared in them; and observe how they have been/ 
owned and blessed of him, and how amid ten thou- 


‘sand snares and devices of Satan, and through long 


ages of persecution by wicked rulers and. corrupt 
sects, and under the perpetual assaults of carnal 

wisdom, they have still signalized their heavenly 

origin, and proved by the grace of God, their glo- 

rious fitness as instruments of salvation; we shall 

see reason enough to hold fast to them, as plain and/ 
faithful summaries in which the troe reformed reli-| 
gion, ‘according to the word of God, and the ex- 

ample of the best reformed churches’’ js really and 

plainly held forth; and by which, faithfully observ- 
ed, ** we, and our posterity after us, may as breth- 
ren live in faith and love, and the Lord may delight 
to dwell in the midst of us.” 

Neither can we fail to see, in the retrospect of 
the past, that we have been like our fathers, * guilty 
of many sins and provocations against God and his 
son Jesus Christ,”’ by which many “ distresses and 
dangers” have come upon us, and throogh which 
we have just cause tofear many more. Wherefore} 
on this signal and solemn occasion, it well becomes} 
us to feel and “to profess, and declare before God 
and the world, our unfeigned desire to be humbled 
for our own sins,” for the sins of our church, and 
for the sins of our country; and to cultivate a ** true 
and unfeigned purpase, desire, and endéavour, for 
ourselves and all others under our charge, both in 
public and private, inal! duties we owe to God and) 
man, to amend our lives, and each one to go before! 
another in the example of a real reformation, that 
the Lord may turn away his wrath and heavy indig- 
nation,” and -establish our chureh and country in 
truth and peace.* 

It is not. permitted to man that he should pry into 
the secret purposes ef God. Who can tell, who 
can imagioe, what two centuries more may bring 
forth? Is this ceaseless struggle of light with 
darkness, to be still protracted, while yet the long- 
suffering of God waiteth, and the heirs of salvation 
are slowly and painfully gathered into the fold? 
Or will the King eternal make a short work in 
righteousness, and once more shaking not earth 
only but heaven also, suddenly appear ia glory, and 
take to himself the kingdom purchased with his 
most precious blood? Or will the powers of dark- 
ness and of hell, in fierce and universal outbreak, 
rage, and triumph, tear once more, and that more 
fearfatly than io all their former butcheries, the out- 
cast children of God’s love, and thus fill up to the 
topmost brim the cup of the fierceness of that 


even unto the utmost dregs? Jehovah reigns: it 
is enough. | 
To improve the present season is our great daty, 
and true wisdom. In doing this with reference to 
this occasion, it has been thought, that the General 
Assembly of the Presbyterian Church in the United 
States of America—in which first of all, it is be- 
lieved the celebration of the Bi-centenary of the 
Westminster Assembly was suggested, and whieh 
took the initiative in regard to an observanee which 
it is hoped God will own and bless, being now in 
session might preperly, and with good reason to ex- 
pect the divine favour, _ 
I. Take such order as may cause its venerable 
standards to be more carefully stadied, more per- 
féethy understood, and more faithfully observed by 
all the members and office. bearers of this Church ; 
| and that the children of the Church may be more 
th indoctrinated therein, and more faithful- 
il. Také such-forther order, as will ‘causes the 


P 3 


} expecting to become, 


‘an opinion in regard to them. 


minster Assembly almost such ‘praises as are due| 


prelacy, superstition, heresy, schism, and profane-|: 


wrath, which God at last will make them drain} 


history of the past trials, persecutions, and faith-| 


fulness of the true Charch of God, and especi 4 
out owo branch of it, to more distiveily 
ject of study, by who ate, or are 
cé-bearers in the Chutch 
and as part of. this general object adopt some ofl 
season pecia evoted to Instruction 
of our people, by the ministers, the great facts 
connected with the subject then commemorated; 
IM. Take such further order, will “Bring ‘our 
all other cburches, such 
es adopt our own formularies, or 
spirit and forms... 
1V.. Take such farther order, be needful ta 
cause to be prepared in convenient season, by com 
tent persons Chosen from tinié to time by the ata | 
Assembty, a complete, but comprehensive Comm@ens 
tary on the whole word of God, expoended abeord- 
ing to the system, embodied in all our standards, 
and that'this great aud fecessery-work, being 
fitly accomplished, our cangregations may have a 
standard exposition of our whule, trine, aot 
be exposed as now they afe, in that regard: so thet 
this work may be connected at least in ite ori = 
with this memorable dccasion, ‘and be poblished 
it shall be, from tidieto time prepared. © 


And whereas our brethren of the Church of Scot _ 


land are now comtending for those great pri 
which they and. wé have received ag common 
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called upon to “make great sacrifees, and to endure 
mach soffering: and whereas Phat Church ‘has re- 
ceived, anid still mai the form 
by the Westminster Assémbly, which we 
¥. The General A ag-an 
gratitude to God, for. the many and)great 
trumentality of the Westminster 
should thet on the day 
cial prayer be made in all our churches, to beseech 
the Great Head of the Chureh.to took in ‘me 
Upon our suffering brethren, to ‘them the guid- 
ance and consolations of his Hoty Spirit, and to 
overrule all their trialg to. the farthérance of trath 
n tha ath madeghi 
« That the Assembly t to 
mend to all the its cate, 
that collections be made in that modeand: at that® 
time during the curreat year whieh shall be most con- 
venient, and that the thus collected be for-: 
warded to the Treasurer of the Trustee¢ of the Gen-’ 
eral Assembly, to be by him transmitted to the Rev. 
Drs. Chalmers, Gordon and Candlish, ministers, 
and ———- Dunlap, Esq. and Sir David Brewster, 
Elders, to be appropriated as they may thiuk most. 
subservient to the interests of the Ouureh with which’ 
bo submitiiog the repert aad secom- 
mendations the chairman of the committeeis direct-. 
ed to say, that the report.itself Be approved by five 
members, being al] that. convened ; that the recom- 
mendations numbered I. I]. MT. are approved b 
eight members being the whole that have any 
expression of opinion; that the one nambered TV. is 
approved by five members and: dissented fiom by. 
three; and that those numéjered Vi and ap-’ 
proved by five members, being all we have e&preased 
he chaj of 
the by order.and on its be and 
concurring with majority in every case, sub- 
scribes and submits the whole . 
Roneart J. 
Chairman of Standing Committee on t Bi-Centenary 
of the Westminster Assembly. 
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MINUTES OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
Thursday morning, May 25. 
The Assembly met and was opened with. 
prayer. | 
The minutes of the last session |were read 


day were suspended. 

The Judicial Committee reported cases No. 
6 and 7, which were di of as follows, 
viz. No. 6. The appealof Charles Beck from 
a decision of the Synod of South Carolina, laid 
over from the last Assembly ; with the follow- 
ing mioute, viz. It appearing from the official 
certificate of the Stated Clerks of all the courts 
below, that important documents in evidence 
before the Session which first tried the case of. 
Beck vs. McMahon, were not sent up to the 
Presbytery and Synod :—it is therefore order- 
ed that the case be sent back to the Presbytery’ 
of Charleston for a new trial, and that the Ses- 
sion of the church of Columbia be directed to 
correct their record, and to send to Presby- 
tery am authentic copy of all the evidence; and 
all the documents before them. Which was” 
put on the Docket.’ 

No. 7. The appeal of Mrs. Abigail Hanna, 
against the decision of the Synod of Wheeling: 
with a recommendation that as Mrs. Hanna 
protests against this Assembly’s proceedings to’ 
the trial with such defective records of the evi- 
dence, as are ngw in possession of this body, 
the case be dismissed. Which was put on the 
Docket. | 

The unfinished business of yesterday was re- 
sumed, viz- Overture No; 14, which was 
ther considered, until the arrival of the hour 
for the third order of the day; when the An-’ 
nual Report of the Board of Education was 
presented and read by their Corresponding Se- 
cretary. Addresses were made, and the Re- 
port was referred to Messrs. Murray, Graham, 
and Dickey. . 

And then the Assembly adjourned. Con- 
cluded with prayer. 
; Thursday afternoon, May 25. 
The Assembly met and was opened with 
prayer, 


and approved, 
The Committee on Mileage made a report, 
which was adopted, as follows: . . : 
That there haa been paid to the Treasurer 
on account of the Commissioners’ Fund, the 


sum of $671.41; that there have been 13,079 | 


miles travelled by the Comthissionérs, who 
claim mileagé in. coming to. the t As- 
sembly, which at five cents, one mill, per mile, 
will make $666.97, leaving a balance of $4.44 
in the Commissioners’ fund this day. y 
therefore recommend that the Trustees of the 
General Assembly be directed to draw, an or- 
der on their Treasurer for $666.97, and that 
he be directed to pay the same to the several 
persons named in this report, in the proportions 
The committee to whom was referred the re- 
port of the committee on the Bi-centesary An- 
niversary of the Westminster Assembly, made 
a was made order of the day 
for Monday morning ext, at 9 o'clock. 
The Committee of Bills and Overtures re- 
ported Overtures Nos. 18 and 19; yiz. | 
No. 18. From the Synod of Indiana, for the 
erection of a new Synod, to be composed of the 
Presbyteries of Logansport, Lake, and: Michi- 
gan. With a recommendation that the over- 
ture be agreed to. Which was put op the 
Docket. 
No 19. “A request from Mr. Herrman Bo- 
kum, to address the Assembly in behalf of the 
American Society for meliorating the condition 
of the Jews ; whereupon 


sombly will ear at betes one 


The Committee’ to whom was ‘referred the 
Overture of the New York: Congregation#l ‘As- 
sociation, for a correspondence with the Gen 
eral Assembly, 

‘d, as follows, viz. 
the body in 


_* "The words ia inverted commas in this, and the two 


bod y Congre gation 4 
trine with the stricter 


he Gittiates of the last session were read 


+ 


the first and second orders of the 


‘ 


> 


4 : Whole No. 641 
| hive generally is believed, somewha different| | 
a jews. {t is scarcély n¢eessary to say,| that thé| | 
Cominitsioners from’ the Scottish Genera) Assem-| | 
Every. member of ‘the Assembly, before he took | 
waa required to. make and subscribe a | 
‘solemn declaration,.that he would 
be ‘of God or in point of discipline, but what he | 
at ‘condace:most to 'giory of God, | 
aa and gx ehurch ; and 'this pro- 
testation ‘was publicly read in the Assemlily every 
inday morning. All their sessions were opened 
apd closed with -préyer. ‘Three of their members | 
| officiated by'turnas as chaplains to the two houses 
Raton: of ty of Parliament.end to the body called the Commit- | 
petition of de, 50_cent res ¢ 
¢ — | | 
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Congregationaliste of 
‘ beding are taken [rom Solem: and > 
{ Covenant. > New England, and having a similar form of 
= 


; 


. Watt, Atkinson, Cummin 


a he order of the day was taken up, viz. 


Constitution, ‘practice of our 
Rating Elders to impose Mende in the, 


ney, 8, Wilson, Doncat, Green, Loomis, Me- 


Qwenjdoha Wilson; A. Baker, Hall, M. Brown, 
_den, MeWhir, Petrie, Graves, Nall, A. Smith, 


_ prayer. 


gon, Dunlap, Richmdod, McNair, Davie, Mow- 
- Steel, McGookin, Ferguson, Bergen, Pilsbury, 


Cotninittes of Overtutes be adopted? And jt was| before 


Nays being ordered were recorded as. follows, 
_, Resolved, That it ia the jadgment of thie General Awem- 


of ministers. 


ish; Davie, Dunwoody, McKin 
ly Crisewell, Bradbury, J. B: 


» Mower, 
yd, Rai- 


Keig; Gordon, Young, H. N. Boyd, Knox, 


oge, McCrea, A. C, Miller, Moody, Wy- 


‘ R. . Price, McLain, 
in, Crawlord, Ferguson, Sick- 
aokin, C. Brown, Bergen, Pilsbury, 
Hummer, Chamberlain, . Templeton, 
foran, Watt, Robinson, Rand, Paine, F. John- 
ston, Chevalier, Alexander, Atkinson, J. C.. 
Miller, Leybum, Gretter, Stratton, Watkins, 


Monfo 


Carter, Keer, Gillam, Caldwell,’ Leland, Saow- 


Chapman, W. Montgomery, Purviance, Gallent, 
Bafdwell.— 138. 
ton, J. ofgomery, Matthews; D. P. Price, 
Non liquet—W. Stec|.—1. 
“Bzctsed from voting—Messrs. Gaines and 
_ The. Assembly then ed to determine 
the.place of meeting of the next General As- 
sembly ; andit was 
~ Resolved, That the next Genera] Assembly be required to 
meet in-the First Presbyterian church in the city of Louis- 
following persons ‘were elected to fill va- 
cancies in the Board of Missions for four years. 
MINISTERS. LAYMEN. 
Samuel Miller, D. D. Solomon Allen. 
Wm. B. Sprague, D.D, James Lenox. 
Francis Herron, D.D. William Nassau, sen. 
Henry R: Reed, D.D. Robert Stuart. 
Wm, M. Engles, D.D. Wm, R. Thompson. 
ortlandVan Rensellaer. Jumes Field. 
icholas Murray, 
Elisha. McCurdy, 
Andrew D.-Patierson, 
Charles C. Beatty, D.D. 
Ow motion, it was 
Resolved, ‘That the officers of the General Assembly whose 
attendance is necessary, and who shall not have been a 
pointed. Commissioners to the Ausembly, shall have t 
travelling expenses paid out of the Contingent fund. 
And then the Assembly adjourned. Conclu- 
ded with prayer. | 


Friday Morning, May 26th. 
‘The Assembly met, and was opened with 


* The minutes of the last session were read and: 
approved. 

& letter: was received from the Executors of 
Mr. William Brown-of Greenville, Tennessee, 
respecting. aldegacy-left by him to the Trus- 
tees of the General Assembly of the Presbyte- 
rian’ Church, to be applied to the objects and 
purposes that will most extensively advance 
the. Redeemer’s cause and kingdom in the 
world.” Which was referred to the Trustees| 
ofthe General Assembly to take all necessary 
action. 

Dr. Nott from the Committee on Church ex- 
tengion, made a report; which was put on the 
Docket. | 

_ The Committee on leave of absence reported 
that they had given leave to Messrs. Wiikeson 
and Rankin ;—which was approved. 

The order of the day being Overture No. 13; 
--was taken up, viz; the overtures and reso- 
lution to submit to the Presbyteries the ques- 
tion whether the last clause of chap. 24, Sec. 
4,.0f the Confession of Faith, shall be erased ? 
On motion, the whole subject was laid on the 
table. And the Yeas and Nays being ordered, 
were recorded as follows, viz. | 

Yeas—Messrs. Auchincloss, Longmore, Jane- 
way, Lord, Williamson, Dickey, Johns, Laurie, 
Duawoody, McKinley, Carrell, Criswell, Brad-} 
bury, J... B. Boyd, Hill, S. Wilson; Duncan, 
Green, Loomis, McKaig, Gordon, Young, 
Glenn, Eagleson, Sloan, Moore, Hunt, M. Al- 


_ len, McDermot, Hoge, McCrea, A. C. Miller, ¥i 
Moody, Wylie, Geary, Stirling, Coe, Gaines,| 


McGechin, Monfort, H. R. Price, McLain, 
Crawford, McKee, Sickles, J. C. Brown, Low- 
ry, Hummer, Chamberlain, Breckinridge, Mor- 
ton; Templeton, Moran, Robinson, Land, Paine, 
F. Johnston, Chevalier, Alexander, J, C. Baker, 
Swart, J. A. Smith, Graham, W. B. Miller, 
Leyburn, Gretter, Stratton, Watkins, Owen, 
A. Baker, Hall, M. Brown, Carter, Kerr, Gii- 
lam, Caldwell, Auld, James, Snowden, Graves, 
W. Montgomery, Gallent, Smylie, North, Bard- 
well.—85. 
Nays—Messrs. D. P. Smith, Wadsworth,| 
Nott, Prime, J. Johnston, Bailey, Wright, Ly- 
on, Copp, Goldsmith, T. Price, Johnstone, 
Murray, T. G. Allen, Street, McDowell, Mac- 
Jean, Woodhall, McLean, Molleson, Kirkpatrick, 
W. Wilson, Dorrance, Platt, Tudehope, Dick- 


er, Knox, Polk, Patterson, Hallock, Campbell, 


mery, Matthews, D. B. Price, 
, Leland, McWhir, 
Petrie, Noll, A. Smith man, Purviance, 
Balch.—55. 

On motion, Overture, No. 15, was made the 
third order of the day for this morning. 

The Committee to whom were referred the 
decisions of the Presbyteries, on the overtures, 
sent down to them by the General Assembly, 
respecting ministers demitting their office (print- 
ed minutes, page 1H. reported that thirty Pres. 
byteries have decided in the affirmative ; twen- 


Fraser;J- Montgo 


fy-nine have given a negative decision, and}. 


rom forty-two no report has been received. 
~The Committee also reported a resolution to 
send down the question to the Presbyteries again, 
with direction to forward their decision thereon 
certified, in writing to the next General Assem- 
bly. After debate, the resolution was -rejected,| 
and the Committee was discharged. oy aa 
“The hour ‘for the order of the day, having 
arrived, the Annual Report of the Board of 
Publication was presented and read by their 
Corresponding Secretary. Addresses were 
imide, aid the réport wag feferred.to Messrs. 

oge | Alexander. : 
Overwre No. 15—which was considered unt! 


he hour of the fourth order of the day—when 
fhe bly was addressed by Mr. Bokum on 


The Assembly met and was. opened with ‘ 


Glenn, Polk, Eagleson, Patterson, Sloan, Moore,| - 
Hallock, M. Allen, Campbell, McDermot, 


lie, Leavenworth, Coe, Todd,| 
rt, -H. 


somes ofthe last version were 


ed-that they “had given feave to Messrs. Kel- 


logg, Richasond, Rolph. Which was ap- 


“The Committee of Bills avd Overtures re-| 


ported a request of the Rev. Dr. Baird, for per- 
mission to address the Assembly on behall of 
the Foreign Evangelical Society. 

Resolved That the request be granted, and that a quarter 
o'clock ‘this aflernoon, be appointed for that 

"The unfinished business of this morning was 
taken up, viz: Ovetture No. 15, and afier de- 
bate, the report-of the:commitiee of Bills und 
Overtures was. unanimously adopted, as 
lows, 


Resolved, That it ininespedient for the Assembly to take} b2 
for f commencing a legal 


pro- 


- On motion, nominations were made, to fill 
vacancies in the. Board of Educativn, and the 
election. was made tbe order of the day for to- 

On motion, Judicial case No. 6 was made 
the second order of the day for to-morrow 

“ The committee on the records of the Synod 
of Pittsburgh, made a report, which was made 
the order of the day for to-morrow morning at 
11 o'clock. | 
The Rev. Dr. Baird then addressed the As- 
sembly on the religious state and prospects of 
the continent of Europe. 

And then the Assembly adjourned. Con- 
cluded with prayer. 3 

Saturday morning, May 27. 

“The Assembly met and was opened with 
er. q 
the minutes of the last session were read 


and approved, 


The order of the day was taken up, and the 
following persons were appointed to fill vacan- 
cies in the Board of Education. 


MINISTERS. LAYMEN. 
Philip Lindsley,D.D., § Matt. L. Bevan, 
David Magie, D.D., _ Nathan. Ewing, 
George Pous, D.D., Thos. McKeen, 
R. J. Breckinridge, D.D., Hom. W. Leavitt, 
Samuel D. Blythe, Fred. V. Krug, 
W. W. Phillips, D.D., Joseph Patterson, 
Wm. Chester, W.S. Ridgely, M.D. 
Archibald Tudehope. Jas. H. Fitzgerald, 
ae Wm. Hadley. 


The second order of the day was taken up, 
viz. The report of the Judicial committee, No. 
6, and after debate the same was amended and 
adopted as follows, viz. 

lt appéaring from the official certificates of 
the Stated Clerks of all the courts below, that 
important documents in evidence before the 
Session which first tried the case of Beck and 
McMahon, were not sent up to the Presbytery 
and Synod: it ig therelore ordered that this 
case be sent back to the Presbytery of Charles- 
ton, for a new trial, and that the Session of the 
church of Columbia be directed to correct their 
record, and to send to Presbytery an authentic 
copy of all the evidence, and all the documents 
beforethem. It is recommended however that 
the parties, if practicable, make an amicable 
and Christian settlement, without again sub- 
mitting the same for decision to the judicatories 
of the Church. 

It was suggested to the Assembly, that the 
Rev. Henry A. Boardman will be unable by 
reason of continued indisposition, to fulfil the 
appointment for Tuesday next; whereupon, it 
was . 


4, That the annual sermon on Romanism be omit- 
ted thie year; that Mr. Boardman be appointed for that ser-| 
vice next year, and that the Rev. Nathan L. Rice be his 
alternate. 


_ A final report was received from the Com- 
mittee on Psalmody, which was read and ac- 
cepted. The committee was discharged ; and 
the report was referred to Messrs. Nott, Lord, 
Atkiuson, Leyburn, and Nall. 

The committee to whom was referred the 
report of the Directors of the Western Theolo- 
gical Seminary, made a report, which was 
adopted, as follows, viz. 

1. Resolved, That this General Assembly approve the re- 
port of the Directors of the Western T ical Seminary, 
and that it be printed inthe Appendix to the Minutes of the 

Assembly. 

And inasmuch as the practice of applying 
for licensure before completing a full course of 
study, has prevailed among the students in this 
institution, on which the Board of Directors de- 
sire this Assembly to express an opinion; 
therefore 


2. Resolved, That in the opinion of this house, it is, in 
general, highly inexpedient for candidates for the ministry, 
npPly for licensure at such @ period of their course of 

y, a8 would prevent them from finishing the three years’ 
plan of studies adopted and approved by former Assembiies. 


agg General Assembly has been grati 
prospects of this Institution. 
Qn motion, nominations were made to fill 
vacancies in the Board of Directors of the 
Western Theological Seminary ; and the elec- 
tion was made thesecond order of the-day for 
Monday morning next. . 
The committee to whom was referred the 
annual Report of the Board of Publication, 
made a report, which was adopted, as follows, 


iz: 
The Committee on the Report of the Board 
of Publication have reviewed the work perform- 
ed, during the last year, by this Board, with 
great satisfaction. ‘The character and the num- 
ber of the works which they have issued, and 
the wide .circulation which they have given to 
many theological treatises of sterling merit, 
fully evince the wisdom of this part of our plan 
of operation, as a Church, in order to in- 
crease the intelligence and piety of our own 
members, and to place before the public eye, in 
atrue light, that system of faith and order 
which we have derived from the Bible. That 
the Board have faithfully and successfully ad- 
ministered the department entrusted to them, 
must be obvious to every intelligent and candid 
mind; and if they have not issued as large a 
number of copies of the works which they have 
published, as could be desired, the reason is 
found in the imperative duty of keeping the 
capital with which they have been entrusted by' 
the Church, not only unimpaired, but safe from 
probable loss. The Committee recommend} 
to the Assembly for consideration the following 
resolutions. : 


1. Resolved That the report be approved, and be com- 
mitted to the Executive Committee for publication. 

_2. Resolved, ‘That the Board be instructed to extend the 
circulation of their publications as widely as ible ; yet it 
is their imperative duty to preserve the fu from joss as 
far as practicable, and, especially, to keep on hand such a 
capital, as will enable them to do business to the greatest 


van 

3. Resolved, That it be earnestly recommended to every 
Epasby tery, or at least to every Synod, to establish a deposi-| 
to fill the depository on the principal of each petabade. 

On motion, nominations were made to fill 
vacancies inthe Board of Publication, and the 
election was made the third order for Monday 
morning. 

‘On motion, nominations were made to fill va- 


cancies in the Board of Trustees of the Gene-| 


ral Assembly; and the election was made the 
fourth order for Monday morning. | 

On motion, nominations were made to fill va- 
cancies in the Board of Foreign Missions; and 
the election was made the fifth order for Mon- 
day morning. 

“The committee to whom was referred the An- 
nual Report of the Board of Missions, made a 
report, which was adopfed, as follows, viz. 

1. Resolved, That in view of the facts disclosed in the 
cally called on to 


Church, who has thus honoured His 
gespel through their instrumentality. | 


2. ‘That the sustaining in the w 


‘instruction of more than thirty thousand children and youth; 


in no doubtful 


the South and the West, the and the North, call londly| Robert Dunlop, Theos. Kiddoo. 

that may to exigency of| Alan D. Campbell, D.D., 

seeching at our hands gospel, } James Culbertson, x 4 
God's house. 2 

order on the subject of Domestic Missions, and.an . In the Board of Foreign Missions. 
also, specially to enquire into the destitutions within their| Cor. C. Cuyler, D.D., Matt. L. Bevan, 

byte and 8. 8. Davis, Joho J. Bryant, 
won it is believed, constitute the basis of the most effec-| John M. Dickey, James N. Dickson, 

tive appeal to the benevolence of the people in behalf off W, [., Breckinridge, Joseph P. Engles, ; 
missions generally. David Elliott. D.D Nathaniel E 
__ That-the report of the Board of Missions be approved} iott, U.D., Nathaniel Ewing, 

by the General Assembly, and with its objects ras ersten S. L. Graham, D.D., Jas. H. Fitzgerald, 


ionately commended to the attention, and Christian} 
benevolence of the Synods, Presbyteries, Sessions, and mem- 
bers within oir comamunion ; that it be returned to the 
for publication. 

"The committee on the Annual Report of the 
Board of Education, made a report, which was 
adopted, as follows, viz. 

The Commitice to whom was referred the report 
of the Board of Education respectfully recom- 
mend that it be approved and returned to the 
Board for publication. | 
for the adoption of the Assembly, the following 
resolutions. | 

Resolved 1, That the suecess which has crowned the la- 
bours of the Board demands the most devout and grateful 
acknowledgment to the God of all grace, on the part of 
this Assembly and of the Church at large. | 

Resolved 2. ‘I'hat the Assembly have received with pecu- 
liar gratification the evidence of so high a character on the 
part of their candidates and beneficiaries, and affectionately’ 
and cordially recommend them to the confidence, the prayers, 
and the support of the churches. 

Resolved 3. That the Assembly commend especially that 
feature-of tke plan of Education which places the great re- 
sponsibility in the selection, training supervision of the 
candidates, upon the Presbyteries; and that it be recom- 
mended to those Presbyteries which co-operate with the 
Board not only to adopt this measure, but to carry it into 
operation with the utmost practicable vigilance and care, 
both in the selection of candidates and their prompt dismis-} 
sion if they should seem to be unworthy of continued sup- 


port. 

_ Resolved 4. That ‘in the deliberate and solemn judgment 
of this Assembly, the cause of Education is fundamental to 
the prosperity and progress of our Church, if she would| 
take that high and noble pre-eminence, which is within her 
reach, in the great work of the world’s regeneration ; and 
that it-be warmly recommended to the churches for a far 
more generous sympathy and support. 

Resolved 5. That it be recommended, on the one hand, to 
the Board to encourage their candidates to engage in activ 
means of doing good during the progress of their studi 
and especially during periods of vacation from study, 
on the other hand, to pastors who may have it in their power, 
te take them under their care at such times, and to’ direct 
their labours so as to cultivate a practical knowledge of the 
subordinate duties of the pastoral office, and a 
quaintance with men and manners, along with i 
and theoretical education. 


Whereas the Preshyterian Church is now 
fully organized with its different Boards to raise 
up and educate her ministry and to sustain 
them amid the wastes of our own and foreign 
countries, it is of essential importance that a) 
systematic plan of benevolence be devised, 


which will secure the annual presentation off. 


the claims of all our Boards to all our Church 
members; and it is hereby earnestly recom- 
mended to the several Presbyteries, and to all 
our ministers and churches to take action for 
the attainment of this great object. 

The order of the day was taken up, viz. ‘The 
report of the committee on the records of the 
Synod of Pittsburgh ; and after debate, the re- 
port was rejected; and on motion, it was 

Resolved, That the records be approved, except so far as 
they seem to establish a general rule in regard to the use 
and sale of ardent spirit as beverage. which use and sale is 
sagen to be decidedly disapproved, but each case must 

decided in view of all the attendant circumstances that 
go to modify and give character to the same. 

The committee on the Annual Report of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, made a report in 
part, which was amended and adopted as fol- 
lows, Viz. 

The Committee to whom was referred the 
Report of the Board of Foreign Missions pre- 
sent their Report in two distinct parts—Furst, 
the operations of the Board—Second, the me- 
thod of obtaining Funds. 

OF THE OPERATIONS OF THE BOARD. 


The Committee submit to the Assembly, on 
this branch of the subject, the following propo- 
sitions for their approbation. 

The General Assembly recognize, with a 
solemn sense of obligation, with unfeigned gra- 
titude, and. with mingled emotions of humilia- 
tion and hope, the great work of giving the 
gospel to the world, committed to our Church, 
in part, by her exalted Head, and conducted by 
the Board of Foreign Missions. And they ac- 
knowledge that they are bound to persevere 
and increase in this work of faith and labour ol 
ove. Approving the management of this de- 
partment of Christian effort as exhibited in the 
Report, and hoping an enlargement of exertion,} 
and an increase of success will be recorded 
during the current year, they adopt the follow- 
ing resolutions. 

1. Resolved, That the Annual Report of the Board of For- 
eign Missions be approved, and referred to the Executive 
Committee for publication. 

2. Resolved, That it is exceedingly important to enlarge}- 
and strengthen the Missions of our Church at almost every 
point both with additional labourers and increased means of 
usefulness ; and, if the door shall be open, to establish other 
Missions, during the present year. 

Resolved, ‘That Missions among the Indian tribes on 


our Western border have a peculiar claim on the Church in 
our land. 


In the view of this Assembly no Pastor dis- 
charges his whole duty who neglects to enlight- 
en and impress his people in regard to thei: 
duty on the great subject of Foreign Missions. 
Therefore 

4. Resolved, That much good has been found by experi- 
ence to result from the circulation of the missionary papers 
of the Board among the churches. It is therefore urged 
upon Pastors and benevolent individuals to diffuse as widely 
as possible among our churches these papers, and especially 
the Foreign Missionary Chronicle, the eam of which is so 
low as to bring it within the reach of all. 

5. Resolved, ‘That particular attention ought to be given to 
the training of our children and youth in the Sabbath| 
Schools and churches in the knowledge and love of the Mis- 
sionary cause. 

And whereas the great empire of China is 
in the providence of God open to the Christian 
missionary, and the wide spread moral desola- 
lions of that ancient people present strong and 
pressing claims for the bread of life; and whereas 
qualified men are prepared to go on this errand 
of love and mercy, and are only waiting till 
the necessary means be afforded, 

_ 6. Resolved, That the claims of China be and they hereby 
are presented to ‘the prayers and the liberal support of the 
churches; and without deciding in favour of a special effort 
the General Assembly do hereby. authorize the Board te! 
receive donations from individuale and from churches, in aid 
of this mission ; but they would remind the churches that 
the wants of China, great and pressing as they are, ought 
not to be supplied at the expense of existing -missions, and 
that these can only be sustained, and at the seme time, the 
mission to China carried forward, by a support increased and 
enlarged above that of previous years. 

And then the Assembly adjourned, until Mon- 
day morning at 9 o’clock. Concluded with 
prayer. 
Monday morning, May 29. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with 
prayer. - 

minutes of the last session were read} 

The.Committee on Leave of Absence report- 
ed that they had given leave to Messrs. J. A. 
Smith, Carter, Auchincloss, Hallock, McDer- 
mot, Molleson, and to Mr. Hunt, after this morn- 
iog’s session. Which was approved. 

The Committee of Bills and Overtures re- 
Overture No. 20. From Alexander| 

mith, two questions. 1st. Is it the opinion of 
the General Assembly that it is implied.in sec. 
7, chap, 10, of the Form of Government, that 
Presbyterial business cannot be transacted with- 
out the presence of one Ruling Elder at least? 
2d. Should every congtegation be considered 
as vacant which is not united to any minister 

in the pastoral relation, and if it should, is bel 
every such congregation entitled to be repre 


sented by a Ruling Elder in Presbytery 2? With| - 


the answers proposed to be given thereto. Put 
on the Docket... 
"The committee to whom was referred the re- 


the Redeemer's kingdom through-| 
the 


They also recommend} 


) Report on the observance of the Bi-centenary 


i| Assembly, of the purpose for which they were 


taries, or others of ki 
4, Res 


port of the committee on Psalmody, made a 
report, which was put on the Docket.» 
"Phe orders of the diy were taken'up, nnd 
the following persons were elected to fill vacan- 


| bell; Hoge, McCrea, A. C. Miller, Wylie, Gea- 


-In the Board of Directors of the Western 


D. MeConaughy, D.D.,; Alex. Laughlin, 


Wm. Harris, M.D.,. 
Alex. Henry, 
Robert Jaffray, 
John Kerr, M.D., 


Ashbel Green, D.D., 
Jacob Green, © 
James Hoge, D.D. 
D. V. McLean, ~ 
Reuben Smith, _ James Lenox, 

Jas. M. McDonald, W. D.C. Olyphant, 
Benj. H. Rice, D.D., Robert Carter, 

R. Davidson, D.D. © John G. Gilchrist. 


In the Board of Publication. - 
MINISTERS. LAYMEN. 
A. Alexander, D.D., H. Auchincloss, 
J. McDowell, D.D., Solomon Allen, 
C. C. Cuyler, D.D., A. Bayless, 
W.-S. Plumer, D.D, Harimar Denny, 
W.D.Snodgrass, D.D., Nath. Ewing, 
Reuhen Smith, J. Dunlop, 

N. Harding, D.D., Wm. S. Martien, 
C. C. Jones, H. McKeen, 

C. C. Beatty, D.D., S. Franklin, 

J. N. Campbell, D.D., Joseph P. Engles, 
James Laurie, D.D., Vail, 

R. J. Breckinridge,D.D., J. Jones, 
‘W. Loughridge. D. C. Campbell. 

On motion, the election of a Trustee of the 
General Assembly, in the place of Mr. John 
Stille. : 

The report of the committee on the report 
of the committee on the Westminster Bi-cen- 
tenary, was considered, and adopted, as fol- 
lows, viz. 

The Committee to whom was referred the 


of the Westminster Assembly, having consider- 

ed the subject, recommend it to the favourable 

consideration of the Assembly. | 
A correct knowledge of the character of that 


convened, of the difficulties of their position, 
of the arduous nature of their task, and of the 
results of their labours, shows the extent of the 
benefits which they have comlerred on the in- 
terests of truth and freedom. And our Church 
in common with other churches, which have 
been formed on the same model, must feel that 
the occurrence of the Two Hundredth Anniver- 
sary of their meeting, is a deeply interesting 
period in the lapse of time, and may be greatly 
profited by its appropriate commemoration. It 
is, therefore, recommended to the Assembly, to 
adopt, with some modification, the propositions 
reported by the Committee of the last General 
Assembly;—as follows : 


Resolved, That it is highly important that the venerable 
standards, prepared by the Westminster Assembly, as sub- 
stantially adopted by the Presbyterian Church, shall be more 
carefully studied, more perfectly understood. and mure 
faithtully observed by all the members and office-bearers of 
this Church; and that the children of the Church be early 
and faithfolly taught to understand and observe them. 

Resolved, That an accurate acquaintance with the his- 


true Church, and especially of our own branch of it, should 
be diligently sought, particularly by those who are o 

bearers in the Church; and, as one method of accomplish- 
ing this object,"it is recommended that the Ist of July, when 
convenient to do so, and when not convenient, on such other 


be observed as a season speciaily devoted to the general 
instruction of our people, by the ministers, in the great facts 
oe with this subject. 


maintain friendly and fraternal relations with all evangeli- 
cal churches; and especially to be in more close and periect 
union with those, who adopt and maintain our own fornfu- 
| spirit and form. 


esolved, That the fourth proposition’of the committee 
mentary on. the Holy Scriptures, be referred to the Board of 


Assembly. 

And, whereas a portion of our brethren of 
the Churth of Scotland, are now contending for 
those great principles, which we and they have 
received from a common source, 


5. Resolved, That this General Assembly express deep and 
cordial sy 
and the suflerings they may yet be called to 


of afflictions,” in the full enjoyment of that “ liberty, with 
which Christ makes his people free.” and that, in the mean 
time, they may, in all their difficulties and troubles, be fa- 
voured with the guidance and censolations of the Holy 
Spirit of God. 


ed as follows, viz. 


Presbyteries of Logansport, Lake, and Michigan, to be 


terwards meet on its own adjournment. 7 

The report of the Judicial Committee, in the 
case of Abigail Hanna was taken up, and after 
debate, it was laid on the table; and then, on 
motion, the following minute was adopted, viz. 

It appearing that the record in the case of 
Abby Hanna against the Synod of Wheeling is 
incompleie, although the Assembly are inform- 
ed that a complete record was sent by the Sy- 
nod, itisordered that the courts below send up 


necessa 
lication. 
Commune pointed by the Assembly of 1841, 00 a Dire 


of the last Assembly, respecting the preparation of a Cam- aoe ee eee the Book of Psa 


ved by the General Assembly of 1830, to supply 
that have introduced and prefer it. 


The Committee of Bills and Overtures report- 
ed Overture No. 26, viz. The question whether 
any other person than the Moderator of the 
General Assemblv, immediately preceding, or 
a Commissioner of the General Assembly about 
thy with them in the trials they now endure,| to convene, can preach and preside at the open- 
bear ; and ear-) ing of the sessions of the General Assembly. 
nestly pray that they may come forth from this “great fight) (7 1p subject the Committee submitted the 
following preamble and resolutions ;—which 
were adopted, viz. 

‘¢ Wherens there exi 


Publication, with instructions to report thereon to the next gee 


E PRESBYTERIAN, 


Morton. Templeton, Moran; ‘Robinson, 


Watkins, 
Auld, James, Snow 
lie, Bardwell, Balch.—68. 
Nays— Messrs. D. P. Smith, Wadsworth, 
Nott, Prime, J. Johnston, Wright, Lyon, Copp,) 5; 
Goldsmith, T. Price, gg ys 
Allen, Street, McDowell, Maclean, bull, 4 
McLean, Kirkpatrick, W. ae Dorrance, Wright, Goldsmith, ‘f. Price, Johnstone, Mur- 
Tudehope, Dunlap, Howard, Dickey, Johns,} Plan: 
! ope, Dr t, Tudehope,* Dickson, Dunia 
McNair, Davie, Danwoady, Mower, Bradbury, Howard Dickey, Johns, McNair, English, Di. 


Green, McKai 


ed with prayer. 


prayer. 


The minutes of the last session were read 
and approved. 
Mr. Hill requested that his name be recorded 
as in favour of laying Overture No, 13 on the 
table, yesterday afierncon, which was granted. 
he Committee of Bills and Overtures re- 
ported Overtures Nos. 24, and 25, 
disposed of as follows, viz. 
No. 24. A resolution which was adopted as 
follows, Viz. 


Resolyed, ‘That. the Board of Foreign Missions be in- 
strncted to use such efforts as the state of their funds may . 
allow, to sustain and extend the preaching of the gospel in| and it was 


Texas. 


the table. 


The Committee on Leave of Absence report-| introduced, viz. 
ed that they had given leave to Messrs. Fell, 
and D. P. Smith; which was approved. 

The order of the day was taken up, and Hon.) from the exercise of his ministry, and from the 
Joel Jones was elected a Trustee of the Gene-| communion of the Church, for marrying the 
ral Assembly, in the place of Mr. John Stille,| sister of his deceased wife; and whereas the Gen- 


decensed. 


The Committee on Finance made a report,| cision of the Presbytery of Fayetteville; and 
which was read, and put on the Docket. 
On motion, the report of the Committee on} sembly, the censure, which has been inflicted, 
Church extension, was taken up, and after de-| and hitherto submitted to, ought to be removed; 


bate, it was 


Resolved, That the whole subject of Church extension, 
together with the overture on that subject now the 
Assembly, be committed to a Committee of five. to consider} store the Rey. Archibald McQueen to the communion of the 
the whole subject, and to report to the next General As-| Church, and the exercise of his ministry. - : 


sembly. 


Messrs. James, Charles Hodge, Wm. S. 
P'umer, James N. Dickson, and Matthew L. until this evening at 8 o’clock. Concluded with 
B>van, were appointed the above committee. 

The report of the committee to whom was 
referred the report of the Standing Committee 
on Psalmodv, was taken up, amended, 
adopted as follows, viz. | 

That the said committee appear to have] ong 
discharged the duty assigned them with zeal oo 
and ability; and that they are entitled to the | . 
this was resumed, viz. The minute in relation to 


1. Resolved, That the Book of Psalms and H 


tory of the past trials, persecutions, and faithfulness of the 


2. That such portion of our standards be appended to such 
portion of any future edition of the Book of Pealmody as shall 
be deemed expedient by the Board of Publication. 

3, That such portion of the common 
; ' tion of the ms without note or comment, accompanied, 
day during the current year, as may be deemed expedient, as far as may be. by appropriate music, be appended to such 
portion of one edition of said Book of 

i : : 4. That the of Publication be authorized to pay out 
of the proceeds of the sale of said Book of Psalmody, the 


ry expenses incurred in preparing the same for pub- 


The Committee on the Annual Report of the 
Board of Foreign Missions, made a further re- 
port—which was read, and put on the Docket. 

The Committee on Foreign Correspondence, 
made a report, which was put on the Docket. 

And then the Assembly adjourned. 

cluded with prayer. 7 
Tuesday afternoon, May 30. 

The Assembly met, and was opened with 


a complete record to the next General Assem-| Prayer: 


The minutes of the last session were rea 


y: | 
The Committee of Bills and Overtures re-| and approved. 


ported Overture No. 21, viz. The request of 
Mr. Bingham, missionary to the Sandwich 
Islands, for permission to address the Assem- 


for that purpose. 


cluded with prayer. | 
Monday afternoon, May 29. 


and approved. 
ported Overtures No. 22 and 23, viz. No. 22, 


on the Docket. 

No. 23. Which was adopted as follows, viz. 

For the purpose of facilitating the settlement 
and support of pastors, and to guard more ef- 
fectually'ayainst the temptation or almost ne- 
cessily, ds in some cases seems to exist, for 
ministers to involve themselves to the injury ol 
their his in procuring accommodations. 
fur themselves and families, 

1. Resolugd, That it be earnestly recommended to our 
charches, wherever it is expedient and practicable, to pro- 
vide suitalile parsonages for the accommodation of their 
Resolped be taken to have these 

2. » That t care en ve 
legal arrangements, as most ef- 
fectually to’ prevent controversy, and secure their perpetual 
enjoyment by the churches providing them, for the contin- 
ued support of the gospel through coming generations. 

3. Resolied, That it be recommended to pastors and ses- 
sions, to take such order on this subject, as in their wisdom 
shall appear expedient, 

On motion, Overture No, 13 was taken up; 
and after debate, it was moved to lay the whole 
subject on the table, which was carried ; and 


the Yeas'and Nays being ordered, were record-| Island.—Rev. Robert Nall, principal; and Rev. 

To the General Synod of the Reformed Pro- 
James,Wilson, Lord, Dickson, Janeway, Algeo,| testané Dutch Church.—Rev. Nicholas Mur+.of the resolutions of the Committee on Bills and 
pes ray, principal ; and Rev. David Magie, D.D.,| Overtures, on Overture No. 20. Which waa 


the German Re- 


ed as follows: : 

Yeas-+—Messrs. Junkin, Hiles, Longmore, 
‘Witliamson, Laurie, McKinley, Carrell, Criss-| 
well, J. B. Boyd, Rainey, Ss. Wilson, Duncan, 
Loomis, Glenn, Sloan, Moore, M: Allen, Camp- 


: Sti i , Coe, Tadd Gaines, McGechin, 
McKee, Sickles, J. €. 


Brown, 


ummer,, Chamberlain, Breckinridge,’ 


ri . Snowden, of the Presbytery of Susque » together 
bly. Phe request was granted, and a quarter with the churches of Wilkesbarre. Kingston, Hanover, and 
before six o’clock this afternoon, was appointed| Lackawana, be detached from said Presbytery, and that the 
| Rev. Richard Webster, and the Rev. Daniel Gaston, toge- 
| » ther with the churches of Mauch Chunk, Beaver Meadow, 
The Rev. Parsons Cooke, delegate from the Conyngham, and Summit Hill, be detached from the Pres- 


General ‘Association of Massachusetts, took} bytery of Newton, and that they be erected into a Presbyte- 


leave of the Assembly. iA 

And then the. Assembly adjourned. Con-| the Presbytery of Northumberland, and the church of Port 

: Carbon under the care of the 2d Presbytery of Philadel- 
phia, be attached to the Presbytery of Luzerne. 

2d. Resolved, That all Presbyterian churches which ma 

: ‘ hereafter be formed in the counties of Luzerne Schuylkil 

The Assembly met and was opened with] Carbon, afd the township of Briar Creek, in the eount 
ordered 


- : sha rmed under the direction of the Presbyte 
The minutes of the last Greece Were read Luzerne, atid continue under the care of said Presbytery. 
| 3d. Resolved, That the first meeting of the Presbytery of 
The Committee of Bills and Overtures re | Luzerne be held at Wilkesbarre, on the 3d Tuesday of 

| tember, at seven o'clock, P. 
, be opened with a sermon by the Rev. Richard Webster, or 
for the etection of a new Presbytery to be call-| in by oldest minister prevent, 

th. ved, t after the organization of the Luzerne} mittee. 

ed the Presby sory of Luzerne. Which was om Presbytery, Mr. Charles Evans, now a licentiate under the 
care of the Presbytery of Newton, be under the care of the 
that said Presbytery be connect-| debate, it was adopted as follows, viz. 


P 


McLean. 


To the General Convention of Vermont.—| were received, and referred to Messrs. Maclean, 
Rev. Joseph A. Copp, principal ; and Rev. Hugh| Green and Lord to be answered. ! 
N. Wilson, alternate. 
To the General Association of New Hamp-| Synod of Philadelphia was taken up; when it 
shire.—Rev. John C. Lord, D.D., principal ;| appeared to be a petition to the Assembly in 
and Rev. Isaac W. Platt, alternate. 
_ To the Evangelical Consociation of Rhode| Newcastle; and the same was referred to the 


alternate. 


_ To the General Synod | 
) Church.— Rev. William Atkinson.) port, which was amended, adopted and ordered 


_principal ; and Rev. John T. M. Davie, alter- _to be printed in the Appendix of the minutes. 


Nate. . 


bate, the resolutions submitted by the Commit. | 
Paine; Johnston, Chevalier, Alexander, J.C.) tee of Bills and Oveftures, were adopted:as fol- 
Baker, Stuart, W. B: Miller, Leyburn, Gretier,| lows, viz. aie: 
Owen a Baker, Hall, Kerr, 


, Smy- being regular! area 
business, ision 
mined int 


Polk, Moody, Me vie, Duhwoody, McKinley, Mower, Carrell, 


Gooki ren, Pilsbury, Fraser, Lowry, 
Mettheire, Price: ¥+! can, MoKaig, Young, H. N. Boyd, Knox, Poek, 
Wilson, M. Brown, Cummings, Gillam, Cald- 
well; Leland, Petrie, Graves, Nall, A. Smith, 
‘Chapman, Purviance, Gallent.—63, 
| Non-liquet—W. Platt.—1. 
The Assembly was addressed by Rev. H: 
Bingham. 
And then the Assembly adjourned. Conclud- 


Tuesday Morning, May 30. 
The Assembly miet and was opened with 


att, Atkinson, John 


which were 


No, 25. An Overture from several members| chapter, section 4, of the Confeslon of Faith, res 
of the Assembly, for the repeal of the resolu- 
tion of the Assembly of 1837, making it obli- 
gatory on Presbyteries to examine all appli-| next General Assembly, in order to be submitted to the 
cants for admission into those bodies. With a 7 


resolution to that effect. Which was laid on| ballet, at 10 o’clock to-morrow morning. 


and 


_— jae is bate, the previous question was demanded ; and 


Psalmody, as may 


Board of Publication to keep| ‘Ory for adult baptism, was taken up, and inde-} 
Ims and 


sts a difference of opin- 


Overture No. 18, was taken up, and adopt- jon, as to the proper person to open the sessions 
of the General Assembly, in case the Modera- 


Resolved, That the prayer of the Synod of Indiana be| tor of the Assembly, immediately preceding, be 
granted, and that a new Synod be erected, to consist of the} not present ; therefore, 
too Big Resolved, That it is the deliberate judgment of this Gene- 
ral Assembly, that by the Constitution of our Church, no] originof the body—(including a summary of statistical tables)| 
of the Synod: that it hold its first meeting at Fort Wayne, 
on the second ‘hursday of October next, at 12 o'clock, M., the a iconane of she Assembly. immediate! 
that it be opened with a sermon by Rev. John Wright, or in| |) case of his absence. a at Ne ran 
case of his gbsence, by the senior minister present; that he sembly, selected for the pu 
preside till @ Moderator is chosen; and that said Synod af-) | 6: ai the time and place fixed for said meeting. 


ning of said sessions, except ~— as a digest of the acts of the Assembly. 


preceding, or 
e General As-| into general circulation, and of securing a sufficient sale to 
. by the other Commissioners} remunerate the Board of Publication, it be recommended to 


to be called the Presbytery of Luzerne, and that the : 
rch of Benwich and Briay Crock, now under the care of| ‘be transmilted to that body. 


.. Tbe final,report of the Committee on the 


of} Annual Report of the Board of Foreign Missions 


Resol oblqining 
M.,. and that the said meeting| funds,” be referred to a Committee of five, to report thereon 


resbytery of Luzerne—and 
ed with the Synod of New Jersey. 
The Committee to nominate Delegates to cor-| such order for the organization of the churches under their 
responding bodies, made a report, and the fol-| care, for a systematic effort to aid in the education of indi- 
lowing were appointed, viz. | 
To the General Conference of Maine.—Rev. country and the world, as will secure the presenting these 
Henry A. Boardman, principal; and Rev. Jo-} objects to every member of the Church at least once a year, 
seph H. Jones, alternate. 
To the general Associations of Connecticut 
and Massachusetts.—Rev. Gardiner Spring, 
D.D., and Rev. Daniel V. McLean, principals;| protests in behalf of themselves and others 
and Rev. John M. Krebs, D.D., alternate to} against the decision of the Assembly yesterday,} 
Dr. Spring, and Rev. Eli F, Cooley, to Mr.| that three ministers of a Presbytery being regu- 


Overture No 20, was taken up, and afierde- ed with prayer. © A 


tained in the Form 

On which resolution, the Yeas and Nays 
ordered, were recorded as follows, viz. 

eas—Messrs. Nott, Prime, J. Johnston, 


ray, T. G. Allen, Street, McDowell, Maclean, 


Criswell, Bradbury, Hill, Samuel Wilson, Dun. 
Eagleson, Patterson, M. Allen, Hoge, Wylie, 
Geary, Monfort, McGookin, McKee, Sickles, 
J. C. Brown, Pilsbury, Fraser, Hummer, Cham. 
berlain, Templeton, J. Montgomery, Watt, Ro- 
binson, Rand, F. Johnston, Alexander, Atkin- 
son, W, B. Miller, Leyburn, Gretter, Stratton, 
Watkins, Owen, John Wilson, A. Baker, Hall, 
M. Brown, Caldwell, Leland, McWhir, Petrie, 
Graves, Nall, Chapman, W. Montgomery, Pur- 
viance, Gallent, Smylie, Bardwell Balch.—83. 

Nays—Messrs. McLean, Junkin, Hiles, Long- 
more, W, Wilson, Janeway, J. B. Boyd, Rai- 
ney, Loomis, Glenn, Sloan, Moore, Campbell, 
Stirling, Steel, Coe, Todd, McGechin, McLain, | 
Crawford, Breckinridge, Morton, Mo. 
ran, Matthews, D. B. Price, Paine, Chevalier, 
Stuart, Kerr, Cummings, Auld, James, Snow- 
den, A: Smith.—35. 


2. Resolved, That, from a comparison of sections 3, and 
5, of chap. 10, it is evident, that every congregation, without 


a pastor, is to be regarded as a vacant congregation, and 
consequen if ly organized.” enwiled to 
represen ya Ruling Elder in a Presbytery, 


On motion, Overture No. 13, was taken up, 


Resolved, 'That the Overture ing to alter the 24th 


ing un- 


lawful marriages, be referred to a committee of five, with 


instruction, to inquire whether any alteration is necessary, 
and if se, to report an amended rl of that section, to the 


Presbyteries for their decision. \ 
Resolved, That the aforesaid Committee be appointed by 


The following preamble and resolution were 


Whereas the Rev. Archibald McQueen was 
suspended by the Presbytery of Fayetteville, 


eral Assembly of the last year affirmed the de- 


whereas, in the judgment of this General As- 


therefore 


Resolved, That the Presbytery of Fayetteville be directed 
to remove the aforesaid sentence of suspension, and to re- 


And after debate, the Assembly adjourned 


prayer. 
Tuesday evening, May 30. 


The Assembly met, and was opened with 
‘prayer. 
The minutes of the last session were read 


The unfinished business of this afternoon 
the Rev. Archibald McQueen; and after de- 
the resolution was lost. 


And then the Assembly adjourned: Con- 
cluded with prayer. : 


Wednesday morning, May 31. 


The Assembly met, and was opened with 
prayer. 

The minutes of the last session were read 
and approved. 

On motion, the report of the committee ap- 


finitely postponed. 

On motion, Overture No. 16, on licenses for 
a limited time, was taken up, and after debate, 
the whole subject was indefinitely postponed. 

The Committee of Commissions reported that 
the Rev. Albert Helffenstein, Delegate for the 
General Assembly of the German Reformed 
Church, is present, who was enrolled. 

The Committee on Bills and Overtures, re- 
ported Overtures, No. 27 and 28, which were 
disposed of as follows. No. 27, for enjoining 
the Presbyteries to take order for a more efh- 
cient organization of the Churches in aid of 
the Board of Education and Missions ;—which 
was put on the Docket. 

No. 28, was adopted as follows: 


Resolved, That it be recommended to the Board of Pub- 
lication, 1f funds can be provided for the purpose to print an 
edition of all the minutes of the General Assembly from the 


to which shall be appended a copious index, which shall 


solved, ‘I'hat for the purpose, both of putting this book 


all the Presbyteries to take such order as will at least put one 
copy of the book into the hands of each of their ministers 
licentiates, and if possible also, of each of the sessions. 
The hour having arrived, the order of the 
day was taken up, and the resolution of yester- 
day, to elect the Committee on the marriage 
question, by ballot, was re-considered and laid 
on thetable. And then en motion, the follow- 
ing persons were nominated and unanimously 
appointed the Committee, viz. Rev. James Hoge, 
D.D., Charles Hodge, D. D., Rev. Gardi- 
ner Spring, D.D., Aaron W. Leland, D.D., 
and Nathan L. Rice. | 
The Committee on Foreign Correspondence 


of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, also the 
draft of a letter in reply. Which were read; 
the draft was approved, and it was ordered that 
these documents be printed in the Appendix, 
and a copy of the letter to the General Assem- 
bly of the Presbyterian Church in Ireland, 
signed by the Moderatorand Clerks of this house, 


The report of the Committee on Finance was 
taken up, amended, and adopted; and it was 
ordered that it be printed in the Appendix to 
the minutes. 


was: taken up; and it was 
ved, That this report, “on the method of ine 


to the next General Assembly. Messrs. Hoge, urray, Jane- 
way, Greenand Atkinson were Spuoluted the aforesaid Com- 


Overture No. 27, was taken up, and after 
Rrsolyed, That it be enjoined on the Presbyteries to take 


gent candidates for the ministry, and in the effurts making to 
spread the glorious gospel of Christ throughout our own 


and that the Presbyteries require the Session of 


to report in writing their diligence herein, at every Spring 
meeting. 


Messrs. Breckinridge and Junkin presented 


larly convened, are a competent quorum, which 
* The complaint of John M. Dickey against the 


reference ‘to the division of the Presbytery of 


Synod of Philadelphia. : 
Messrs. Balch and J. C. Baker requested 
that their names might he entered as in favour 


granted. 3 
'. The Committee on the Narrative made a re- 


Wednesday afternoon, May 31. 

The Assembly met and was coubiad with 
minutes of the last ion were read 

and approved. | 

On motion, the complaints of D. V. Smock 


and others eo the Synod of Indiana was - 
he documents were read; and 


taken up. 


after debate, it was 

lt was moved to tuke up Overture No. 25. 
The motion waa lost. | 

On motion, Overture No. 8 was taken up, 
viz. From the Presbytery of ‘Fombeckbee, 
two questions; Ist. Is it orderly that a mem- 
ber of one Presbytery moderate a church ses- 
sion of another Presbytery? which question, 
the Assembly answered in the affirmative. 

2. Is the ordination of a minister valid, 


which has been procured by forgery and un. 


warrantable means? To which the Assembly 
reply, that confining the answer of the Assem- 
bly to the case in question, as verbally éexplain- 
ed, this question is answered in.the affirmative; 
but that the Presbytery should ia such a case, 
proceed immediately to depose him. 

A letter was received from the Presbytery of 
Allahabad, containing an account of their pro- 
ceedings ;— which was read, and it was order- 
ed that the same be printed in the Appendix to 
the Minutes. | 

The Committee appointed to answer the pro- 


a report, which was adopted, and it was order- 
ed that the protests and the answer thereto, be 


be| inserted jn the minutes, viz. 
PR 


OTEST. 

The undersigned, members of the General Assem- 
bly, desire to record their respectful, but solemn pro. 
test, against the decision of said Assembly, in answer 
to the first inquiry contained in overture No. 20, by 
which it was declared, “that any three ministers being 
duly convened, are a quorum competent to the trans- 
action of all business, agrecably to the provision in the 
form of government, chap. x. sec. vii., for the following 
reasons, viz: 

I, Because we believe said decision to be in direct 
opposition both to the letter and the spirit of our form 
of government. In chap. x. sec. ii., a Presbytery is 
said “to consist of all the ministers and one ruling 
elder from each con tion within a certain district. 
Here the general principle is laid down, that a Presby- 
tery consists of ministers and ruling elders. Ministers 
and elders are declared to be constituent elements of a 
Presbytery. Now can a constituted out 
of one of these elements, when the declares that it 
must be com of both? Again, in sec. vil. of the 
same chapter, in defining a quorum, it is declared that 
“three ministers, and as many elders as may be pre- 
sent, belonging to the P: tery, being met at the 
time and place appointed, | be a quorum competent 
to proceed to business.” Here, if language means any 
thing, the presence of ruling elders, or at least one 
ruling elder, is again recognized as i Let 
it be noticed that the very object of the eection is to 
define a quorum, i. e. to point out the emallest number 
of the constituent elements of a Presbytery that can 
constitute a quorum. Now if the framers of our book 
meant to declare that ministers, without any represen- 
tation of God’s , could constitute a quorum; why 
not say so? hy mention ruling elders atali? The 
very fact that elders are mentioned in this definition 
of a quorum, clearly determines that the thing defined 
cannot exist without them. 

Again, in the same chapter, and at sec. x., in which 
provision is made for called mectings of Presbytery, it 
is expressly provided, | 

I. That two ruling elders and two ministers must 
sign a request, before the Modcrator is bound tocall a pro 
re nata meeting; and that the elders must be of different 
congregations. 2. That no such meeting can be law- 
fully held, unless in due time, previous to the meeting, 
a circular letter, specifying the particular business of 
the intended meeting, shal] have been sent to each min- 
ister, and to the session of each vacant Church. Can any 
man fail to see in these provisions, the clear recogni. 
tion of the eldership, as a constituent and essential ele- 
ment ofa Presbytery? and is it not perfectly manifest, 
that the framers of the Constitution, designed hereby, 
carefully to guard against any assumption of power, by 
the ministry, to the neglect or exclusion of the elder- 
ship? These parts of our book, to our minds, conclu- 
sively demonstrate, that its framers designed to forbid 
any transaction of the people's business, when none of 
the people’s representatives were present. 

We this decision, 

< we selemnly believe that it is in direct 
hostility to principles. of Presbyterieniem, which we 
deem essential to its very nature andexistence; for _ 

Ist. It is an essential element of Presbyterianism, 
that God’s people govern themselves, and manage their 
ecclesiastical affairs, in accordance with his word, and 
by their own chosen and ordained representatives, 
Our book declares (chap. v.) that “ruling elders are 
properly the representatives of the people, chosen by 
them for the purpose of exercising government and 
discipline, in connexion with the pastors or ministers. 
This we say is an essential element of Presbyterianism: 
destroy this, and the entire system perishes. This is 
the element that distinctly separates it from prelacy 
on the one hand, and congregationalism upon the other. 
Admit the principle that the ministry may, without 
the presence of any representative of God's people, 
transact the business of the people, and you lay 
our glorious system of representative republicanism in 
ruins: and over those ruins you may easily pave a 
highway to prelacy and popery. But ; 

2d. We ask what is the o/ject of every meeting of a 
Presbytery? Not to dispense urdinances—not to per- 
form any of those acts which exclusively belong to the 
ministerial office; but the sole object of a meeting of 
Presbytery is to attend to the ve and judicial 
business of the Church—to the business of God's peo- 
ple. Every act that a Presbytery may perform is of 
such a character, as affects the interests of the members 
of the body of Christ, and they are-entitled to be repre- 
sented. Was it not wise, then,in the framers of our 
book to provide that the people’s business should never 
be done, unless the people had at least one 
tive in the Presbytery to see to their interests; and to 
watch those encroachments of the ministerial ordor 
which had resulted in one papacy and might lead to 
another? We protest, : 

ILI. Because such a decision was uncalled for by any 
demand either of right or expediency. Because a grave 
vite, of the kind passed by this Assembly, must appear 
to the Church and the world as a hint, at least, to the 
eldership, that their presence in Presbytery is not neces- 
sary—may be dispensed with—and might be undesira- 
ble, and because the history of our Charch, especially 
recent history, clearly proves that in her pious and in- 
telligent eldership she has a powerful and stable instru- 
mentality, which her Head has employed and may 
again employ, for her purification and defence; and we 
arc unwilling that any thing should be done to impair 
that instrumentality. We protest, 

IV. And lastly. Because the evident impatience of 
the house discouraged debate, and so hastened the vote 
that some of us were prevented from expressing our 
views as we desired to do—and because the chief rea- 
sons urged in favour of the decision were drawn from 
extreme and supposed cases, not likely to occur in the 
ordinary cireumstances of the Church: and we feel 
bound to deprecate the idea that ordinary legislation 
shall be controlled by extraordinary exigencics. The 
ordinary meetings of our teries are, in a Vast 
majority of cases, held in the bosom of some Christian 
cengregation, where there are elders: and we dodeem 
it highly injurious to the character of our eldership, to 
suppose it possible that they would so neglect their ordi- 
aation vows, as with any great frequency to absent 
themselves from our Church courts: nor would we sup- 
pose it possible they would ever willingly do it, if the 


doctrine prevailed, that a quorum could not be found 
without them. 
A. H. Kerr, James Sloan, 
P. J. Auld, John Sterling, 
D. X. Junkin, Russel Moore, 
W. E. James, David H. Cummins, 
Luke Loomis, Robert Rainey, 
James Wilson, Daniel B. Price, 
Henry H. Paine, G. T. Saowden, 
John D. Matthews, James Gillam, 
Samuel Steel, Alexander Smith, 
Wm. Wilson, John Montgomery. 
The undersigned in recording their protest agai 
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that the Constitution of the Church, does not, authorise 
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&c. ee submit the following reply : 
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x the vote of the General Assembly, which declares three 4 
7 ministers regularly convened, without the presence of : 
4 Ruling Elders, to constitute a Presbytery competent to i 4 
:: do business, desire also, to express the opiaion that 
ppropriately and of necessity follaws a pre- 
% vious decision of this body, to wit, that which declarcs 13 
a. | fore, to record their protest against the on of | . 
Be Gen ral Assembly in both these particulars, striking 
| as they believe it does, at fundamental principles of 
the Constitution. W. L. 
J. MontoomernY. 
; | | ANSWER TO THE ABOVE PROTESTS. = 
The Committee appointed to answer the protests ie 4 
eluded with. prayer. . vord, and gionhed Hr | 
afternoon, May 26. | iitening fields of missior “il adoption of any measures ould ser 4 
g — ary labour, of more than three hundred ministers bringing the rights of Elders, or to diminish their useful- 
Catechetical tk spective sessions to atiend ch i 
3 / 


competent 


“the contemplated removal of some.of the chief 


a prayers of the Church on behalf of these inter- 
ing 
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comfort of the missionaries, and their growing 


ouch stiandance, with 


‘ini together with the Report of the Committee 
as) Psalmody, and other documents. 
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no @ide#, one-elder, two ciders, or a dozen elders pre- 
sent, the business may proceed, and we do not eee how 


pnt cases be expressed with 
itiore conciseness, than by saying | 
Form of Government es many yas may be present 


inieters and a dozen élders,-there is a quo- 
all brought | 
in the majority, 


In of the correctness of the decision 
made by the General Assembly it may be added, that 
a Proshytery his no authority, whatever, to compel the 

of clders, as is the case with the ministers, 
who. es aficle are permanent members of the Presby- 
language in the third reason assigned 
bape protesting brethren whieh is not warranted by 


ders, to constitute a quorum, the Assembly have given no 
expression of opinion, all that they have decided is sim- 
ply this,~that the Conetitution of the Chureh does not 
make the presence of Reling Elders necessary to a quu 
rum of Presbytery. If our protesting brethren think that: 
the Cause of truth and order would be promoted by the 
practice which they wish to introduce, let: them propose 
@ change in the language of the Constitution. It would 
bean easy matter to say, “ Any three Ministers, and one, | 
two, or three Ruling Elders belonging to the Presbytery, 
being convened at the time and place fixed for meeting, 
shall be a quorum fo proceed ‘to business ;” | 


adopted our Form of Government to render the presence 
of one or more Elders necessary to a quorum, they 
would doubtless have used some s-ch language as this. 
Aethe paper signed by the Rev. W. L. Breckinridge, 
and the Rev. John Montgomery, protesting against the 
decision On this.point, and also against the decision re- 
fating to the imposition of hands in ordination, assigns 
no reasons, but merely expresses the convictions of these 
brethren, the General Assembly deems it unnecessary to 
notice this paper, further then to say, that the Assembly 
does not see what possible connexion there is between 
the two: decisions, so that the one “ appropriately and of 
On motion, the Permanent Clerk was direct- 
ed to pay the bills for the incidental expenses of 
this Assembly, and to. draw upon the Board of 
Trustees for the amount thereof, out of the Con- 
tingent fund. .On motion, 
Resolved, That the cordial thanks of this Genera! Assem- 
hly be presented to the Pastor, Session, and Trustees of the 
of this during these Sessions, 
"The minutes of the present Session were read 
and approved... 
. An hour wag spent in devotional exercises. 
» The Assembly having finished their business, 
it was | 
Resolved, Thet this General Assembly be 
dissolved; and thot another General Assembly, 
in like manner, be ired io meet in 
the First Presbyterian Church jn the city of 
Louisville, Kentucky, on the third Thursday of 
May, A. D. 1844, at 11 o'clock, A. M. 
Accordingly, the Moderator dissolved the 
Assembly with singing, prayer, and the Apos- 
| Jonn M. Kreps, Permanent Clerk. 
_ Philadelphia, May 31, 1843. 
From the Missionary Chronicle for June. 
PRESBYTERIAN FOREIGN MISSIONS. 
-_-News from the Missions, 
Iv1a.—Some changes were expected in the 
location of the missionary establishment at Sa- 
bathiu, in consequence of an increased military 
farce having been sent to that station; and at 
Allahabad; the missionaries were likely to lose 
a part of the kind and valuable assistance here- 
tofoee received from European residents, through 


Western provinces from Allahabad to Agra—but 
these things had not assumed a definite shape at 
the date of these letters.—Mr. Scott was on a 
prenching visit to the great fuir at Allahabad ; 
and. the-missionaries had made excursions from 
several of the stations to preach the gospel in 
the adjacent regiona, This is their custom du- 
ring the cold season.—Mr. Campbell mentions 
that three boys had lately left the school at Sa 

harunpur for some unknown cause, but they 
were the least promising of the pupils. The 
other boys in the school give much satisfaction 
to theit instructors; those who are members of 
the church seem steadfast and ate growing in 
divine knowledge. The missionaries desire the 


ing men, that they may become bura-| 
lights in that land of darkness, 
peica.—Our advices from the African Mis- 
sion.come down to the middle of February. We 
are thankful to mention the continued health and 


influence among the natives. Their chief dis- 
courigement arose from their not having been 
joined, as they expected, by additional lubour- 
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that God -brings us un- 


bly..of the adjourned oa 
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| the proceedings of the Assembly and the doc- 
| will be foiind’ the Report of the Committee on 


the Bi-Centenary Celebration. In o 
| make-room for this important docun 


| lar Minutes, On the fourth page will be found 
| the Anniversary services of the Boards of Pub- 


| read'before the Assembly on Wednesday morn- 


n-| intended to lay it before our readers to-day, but 


| has doubtless been a blessed one, but to her 
be} husband and children. it is a very trying dis- 


| tention from the single point before. us. 
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Assembly. “The reader, however, will 'find in 
our columns, to-day, the conclusion of the regu- 


lication, Education, and Domestic Missions, 
on 


The Narrative of the State of Religion was 
ing. It is unusually interesting this year, We 


the crowded state of our columns obliges us to 
defer it until.next-Week, _ 

Dearn or Mrs. Moraison.—We learn with 
much regret, says’ the Missionary Chronicle, 
that Mrs. Morrison, wife of the Rev. J. H. Mor- 
rison, departed this life'on the 14th of Febru-; 
ary. She died in Calcutta, after a lingering 
and painful iliness.. To herself the change 


May they-enjoy the supporting and 


pensation. 


‘of deep affliction! 


Anotuer Liszary ror tar .Wxst.—The 
‘Church of Easton, Ra., of which the Rev. J. 
Gray is Pastor, has purchased and forwarded a 


Publication, to the Rev. David Coulter, Boon 
County, Missouri. 


of 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
_ DEBATES IN THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY. 
~. IMPOSITION OF HANDS BY ELDERS, 
Tuespay Arreanoon, May 23.—This subject 
came up in connection with a resolution from the 
Presbytery of West Lexingtou, reported by the Com- 
mittee on Bills and Overtures, which asserted it 
to be the right-of elders, to impose hands in the or- 
dination of ministers. The. Committee’s repcrt 
being the reverse of the overtured resolution, it was 
moved by Mr. Breckinridge, for reasons that he as- 
signed, that the consideration of ‘it should be post- 
poned to the meeting of the next Assembly. After 
considerable discussion of the propriety of post- 
ponement, the question was put, and negalived, and 
the discussion proceeded on the adoption of the re- 
port of the Committee. 
Rev. W. L. Beecxinaivce stated that the sub- 
ject came up in his Presbyteryin 1841; that it came 
fore Synod last year, in reviewing the records of 
Presbytery, and that thirty-five voted in favour of 
the practice, twenty against it, and ten non-liquets. 
He conceived it to-be simply a matter of interpre-| 
jnitjuiry into its meéan- 
ing. It need tot be inquired at present, what is 
the meaning of Scripture? because it is a Settled 
question that our book accords with Scripture. He 
would not be understood as intimating that Scrip- 
ture is not the ultimate standard; but only that it 
was not necessary to appeal to it atthis stage of the 
question. The appeal is not to the Church of Scot- 
land, however much we may venerate her. It is 
not her constitution that is in question, but our 
own. The question at present is not what the As- 
sembly of Westminster Divines taught; he did not 
consider any of these opposed to him, but he would 
not bring up any thing which would turn our at- 
He did not 
consider our own usage, or the usage of the framers. 
of our constitution, as of consequence to the settle- 
ment of the question; but the simple point is— 
what says the constitution? The literal sense of 
the constitution, is the only point bearing directly 
on the question. Surely no one will think usage 
a safe interpreter, or capable of deciding the matter 
in debate, Usage sanctioned the Plan of Union; 
but was this considered a good argument for con- 
tinuing it? It was discussed until the Plan of 
Union and the usage of thirty years were alike de- 
clared unconstitutional... Let us admit that the 
alleged novelty of the practice in question is true ; 
yet this is no- argument to prove that the general 
usage, however old, is right. If novelty be a gronnd| 
of valid objection, then the Reformation itself must 
be wrong.... There were some opinions connect-} 
ed with the subject, which, previous to coming to 
the main point, he wished to disclaim. He did not, 
for instance, believe in the jus divinum of Presby-| 
terianism, or of any other form of Church govern- 
ment. He was not prepared to unchurch all who 
did not agree with him in respect to the best form 
of the Church. He believed that God has settled 
-the great principles ‘of ecclesiastical government ; 
but not that he has defined any particular form. He 
did not believe in the warrant for ruling elders, in 
the sense of a jure divino; nor base his argument 
for that office on the principle of the common inter- 
pretation of the passage in Timothy, usually alleg- 
ed in its support. Elders are ecclesiastical men, 
but not clerical. Their rights are, to a certain ex- 
tent, coincident with those of the preaching elders; 
they are not the same as to official dignity. In 
Timothy, as will be seen by comparing tle con- 
text, s do not mean those who are such offici- 
ally; but aged ecclesiastical persons, who, on ac- 
count of their years and experience, are worthy of 
veneration, It would be seen, therefore, that he 
did not derive his ideas of the superior dignity of 
‘the preaching elder from this passage.— For in 
urposes, and in certain acts, the honour and privi-| 
ege,of the two classes of elders are the same. As; 
for example, on floor, where both sre 
cept perhaps, in this, that the Moderator must, by 
a provision of the constitution, always belong to the 
order of preaching elders, because it is proper that 
every meeting of this court should be opened with 
asermon. From this equality of the two orders in 
all our Church courts, he derived his first argument 
for their equal right to impose hands in ordination.| 
The lowest judicetory, the session, owing to the 
stracture of our system, presented an exception to 
our general remark on the courts, Jn this, the 
preaching elder presides only, and the ruling elders 
have all the power.... It is the sense of the con- 
stitution, that every court, (above the session,) 
should consist of an equa! number of the two orders,| 
and that they should have the same dignity, power, 
and rights. In our Form of Government, ch. x.. 
Presbytery is defined, and its powers enumerated. 
Here, we find it consisting of two orders of eccle-| 
siastical men, possessing a perfect equality of rights, 
and whose duty it equally is to ordain ministers.| 
‘By the theory of the constitution, the Presbytery 
consists of an equal number of preaching and ruling 
elders, and that all have eqral rights and powers} 
io that court. Ordination is to be performed by the 
whole body—by a body, the rights of whose mem-} 
bers are all equal—and if done by the whole, cer- 
tainly the constituent at that whole have equal 
right to participate. isis a simple and sufficient 
argoment for the rights of the ruling elder, whieh 
eanuot easily be set aside. But there ase eome ob- 
_jections, which lie in the way of brethren, and which 
he would attempt briefly to remove. It is objected, 
that elders, in a session, may Vote ‘that-a - 
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box of the Books of the Assembly’s Board of]. 


for credit and assurance 


ground. Another 


give thee the right hand of fellowship, to take part, 
in this ministry with us.” ‘But the direction cf the 
xptess, that e@// ‘the members of 
Presbytery shall do this, and thus takes away every 
ground of scroplé of this s 
' that presides shall do it first, a 
bers of Presbytery in 
that a 


constitution is e 


eee 


that an elder canno! 
in *the ‘constitution, ** 


ject. The member: 
then -all the mem- 
their order. Is the member 
| member of the Presbytery in any 
sense that the other ministers ere not? -Is.he a 
member imany sense in which the elders are not? No 
one will maintain this. Al] are equally. members of, 
the Presbytery, and have equal rights. But it is sti}! 


objected, that an elder has no ministry, and there-| by 


fore the prescribed form of words, in his mouth, 
has no’ méaning. But the book is explicit in its 
direction, that all the members should give the 
right hand of fellowship, and there must be a sense 
in which the words in the mouth of an elder have a 
- The elder has a ministry in the govern- 
‘as well as the Rag 
La the utmost propriety, he can-welcome the bishop 
| have postponed, until fiext week, a consitierable| to take part Gi hin in that ministry. ‘And alt 
| portion’ of our Report of the Debates ‘in the 


meani 
ment 


the members of Presbytery, in their order,” &c. 
Here, the constitution indieates the two orders, of 
which Presbytery is constituted, and who equally 
give the right hand of fellowship. “In their or- 
der” —does this mean successively -No—but that 
in their re@pective order, as bishops and elders, 
they shall perform the prescribed act... . . 
might meet other scruples, and produce additional 
considerations inopposition to the report of the 
committee, but he was unwilling to trespass longer 
on the time and patience 


sembly then adjourned. 


@e 


On Wednesday afternoon, the ordet 


of Elders 


Mr, Fraser noticed some of the statements 
of Mr. B. He tells. yoo that all the framers of the 
constitation, their own usage, or the usage of the 
Church, taken together, cannot settle this question. 
| If they that wrote the constitution did not know 
their own meaning, he would ask, who could possi-' 
bly know it? Their usage was most certainly the 
‘best exposition of what they thought they gg hs 


of the day 
having been postponed, for the purpose of taking up 
the unfinished business, the discussion on the right 


showed how they understood themselves. 


usage of the Church also shows how the Church 
Bot Mr. B. rests on the consti- 
tution alone—on the letter of the constitution. (The 
member here entered on a verbal criticism at some 
th, which we do not report.) After so much 
had been said about the constitution, the speaker 
‘was amazed to hear so little from the constitution. 
Have we heard any proof from it in support of the 
allezed right of Elders? For his part, he had heard 


comforting influences of religion in their time| ° 


has tnderstoed it. 


superior to usage. 


sufficient reason. 


bers of Presbytery refusing to concur and act. 


to absurdity. 


church. The spea 


struction of the law. 


construction. 


nisterial portion of 


the Presbytery. 


the jurisdiction of Presbytery. 


Rev. Dr. Letanp said that the first question to be 
rsonally and officially, the 
Are the elders 


settled is, who are 
standing members of 
such? Suppose a Presbytery consisting of three 
ministers were met, and there were twenty elders in 
the room, can they take their seat as. members, 
without ‘evidence that they have heen sent by their 
churches? From their churches they have all their 
authority. They are not persunally ‘members of 
Presbytery, but delegated to represent the churches} 
‘which have sent them. What ig that authority 
which the ¢hurch gives its elder? Treg 
and as its representative to deliberate and vote. Just 
so much power as the church 


resbytery ? 


transfer to its representative, and. no more. 


chureh has the elective power; n@gnan can be ad- 
mitted to the ministry without the consent of the 
churches, But the churches have no right to ore 
dain: and can their representatives, the elders, have 
that right? Has a church a.sight to delegate a 


ower to its elder, which it does not possess ? 


aying on of hands is emblematical of the transmis- 
sion of minieterial anthority—and if the ehuseh -has} 
not the power to transfer such authadrity, how can 
ean 


her delegate, since the power of a dele 


never transcend the power of his princi 
power of transferring ministerial authority belongs} 
only to the ordained members of Presbytery, and} 
transfer to 


this they cannot, except by ordjnati 
other hands, It is 9 power gives th 


ble. 
system falls. 
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and a right whigh elder both 
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must be considered as ineluded. e 


tling the question; but the custom of the church iaj GW 
no certain rale of what is right or constitutional. sj 
was the custom of the chureh, some time @go, 


Presbytery 


as a strong affinity tu the 
We are 
men, 
usages of 


to 
of ministers 


not 
call any man 


| ized to 
t itis not said thet Pres- 
tings with a sermee. Dr. 
I. seems to assen,.@@at churches have a right joex | 
tight whieh they have not—} © 
and exeroise ; | 
this reasoning is not conclasive. 
members of Presbytery? Not, he 
ere be evidenee that they are sent by| and 
hes—rathet, theig sessions. 
sters act as a Presbytery, until they have} © 
beep set apart by their Synod; without thia, they. 
have no original right to: assume the powers of a. 
Are not elders essential to the 
ence of a Presbytery? Can ministers act without) 
them? When, therefore, a certain right ie men-/ 
tioned as common to ali the Presbytery, 


So neither 


-pretation of the book by the asage of the. 
ha doctrine.of the 
to be. governed 


el 


da it. 


of the house. As- 


one. 
Mr. Baxer (Elder,) complained of the novel, and 
he thought, unwarranted interpretation given by Mr. 
B. to certain passages of scripture. which, if allow- 
ed, would deprive the office of Elder of any sup: 
port from the word of God. ‘The speaker, himself 
an Elder, believed that the order existed, jure divi- 
no, inthe Church. Mr. B. tells us that the practice 
of the Church’ does not settle the question, because 
thirty years’ usage did not sanction the Plan of 
Union. Very true; the plan of Union was uncon- 
stitutional, and the constitution was decided to be 
But that is a different matter 
from the present question. Practice can never make 
an unconstitutional law, constitational; but it in- 
terprets the law, and sometimes establishes wrong, 
to the injury of right. ‘To say that the usage of the 
Church in regard to the present question is contrary 
to the constitution, is begging the question. Usage, 
in this case, is the legitimate interpreter of the con- 
stitution. We ought to look with caution on any 
new measure, and not adopt it without good and 
A supposed case has been stated, 
by which it is represented as a possible occurrence, 
that a candidate for ordination may be ordained by 
the Elders and Moderator only, the ministerial mem- 
Bat 
no law can stand the test of’extreme cases; and 
the tendency cf all such supposed cages is to lead 
The supposed case never happened,| 
and most probably never will. ‘There is an impor-' 
tant distinction between governing a church, and 
preaching toa church. Seitiog apart for ordination 
belongs to the government of a church; but the act 
of ordination is no part of the government of a 
ker was not ordained by the lay- 
ing on of the hands of a Presbytery, and can he do 
that to another, which he has not received, and. is 
not entitled todo? He conld oot thiok that the in- 
terpretation of the constitution whieh sanctions the 
constant practice of the Church, calculated to de- 
grade the eldership. The new interpretation is cal- 
culated todestroy the eldership, and merge the elder, 
in the minister. The constitution gives the elder 
his proper place; he deliberates and votes, and 
thus fulfils the end of his appointment; and in the 
case of ordination, when he has done his- part, he 
stands by, and sees that his clerical brethren do 
theirs. [After reading from the Form of Govern- 
ment respecting the crdination of a minister, he 
_proceeded.]} It is necessary to ascertaiu the con- 
There are differents sorts of 
law; One sort requires a strict, the other a liberal 
The strict or literal construction i» 
applicable to criminal law; all others are construed 
liberally. Law is the mind of the Jawgiver, and 
that mind is in the spirit of the law. 
struction is injurious to the spirit. A liberal con- 
struction requires a consideration of the context, and 
the various sections are to be compared, and taken 
asawhole. The laying on of hands means no- 
thing, unless taken in connexion with the other 
parts of the system. The clause, “Take part in 
this ministry with us,’’ leads to the construction, 
that the laying on of hands is restricted to the mi- 
“In their or 

der,” does not.refer to thie different orders of 
| siastical men in the Presbytery, but to the order in 
which the ordaining members give the right hand 
of fellowship, the moderator first, and the other 
members in theirturn. If you destroy the distine- 
‘tion between governmental and ministerial acts, you 
destroy either the minister or the elder. * Presby- 
tery shall ordain ministers,”’ is a clause which fixes 


A strict con- 


tit, 


possesses, it can 


This 


by the Head 
of the Church, peculiar, distingtige, and isalien 

It will be a sad day, whem this. pillar of our 
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Coltections,” 


Kar. 
between the duties common to 
elder, apd those which were his exclusively and 
officially,.to see that he- 
The minister holds his powers from God ; the elder 
from the Church. 
of the Charch’s Head; the elder, of the Church’s 
body. He avowed himself to be an auctforitate 
divind believer in Presbyterianism. 
that ordination and other governmental acts performed 
by Presbytery are authorized by the 
Presbytery, as he believed it to be, is of divine au- 
thority, then we must go back to the word of God 
for the interpretation of the constitution. 
are two elements in constituting a minister—the 
election of the people, and ordination by those who 
are authorized by the word of God to do it. 
ordination of deacons, and of Barnabas, recorded in 
the book of Acts, the setwo eleménts are clearly pre- 
ceptible—the people elect, the apostles, as minis- 
ters, ordain. | 

ev. Mr. Breckineipce read the decision of the 
Synod of Kentucky, in favour of imposition of hands 
by the elders, He would respectfully reply to some 
things advanced by Mr. Johns, who maintained 
that ordination was a ministerial, or executive act. 
Executive power was denied to elders: but do not 
elders in vacawt churches, and on other occasiuns, 
execute, or carry into effect, the ordets of Presbyte- 
‘ry? Ordination is not the effect exclusively of min- 
Ministers, as such, and apart from 
elders cannot ordain. The Synod, or the Genera! 
Assembly cannot exercise this power. 
Jongs to Presbytery; and Presbytery is composed 
not of ministers alone, but of elders also. 
vested in the whole Presbytery. Allowing the or- 
daining act to be performed by the presiding mem- 
ber, he does not confer ordination, as a minister; it 
is incidental, by another provision of the constitution, 
that he should be a minister, and not an elder; per Se, 
he has no power to ordain, but only as a member of 
the Presbytery. ‘The book provides for the execu- 
tive power of the judicatories, without stating, that 
executive power belongs to the minister and not to 
The courts are composed of both orders 
of church officers, and sinee every court has execu- 
tive power, of course, the elders have it. 
tion then comes to this—Do ministers, as such, or- 
dain; or is it as members of Presbytery? If, as the 
latter, and not as the former, then elders being equal- 
ly members of Presbytery, share in the act, and in 
he executive power invested in the whole body. 


‘isterial power. 


the elder. 


day, the 


when - 


A Meuere 
substance of 


minister; 


the to. 
of thet 
ehurch has been referred to, a8. of weight in 


te 


ne eseape from this cd 
mination of the question. ~ “to discuss 
spoke of sending down the quéstion 
teries; but nothing could be 
without having first a full disqussion of it here. 
has been widely discusded in tome-of the” periodi- | 
cals, and in Presbyteries, both|East and West ; and: 
now it. must be strietly inv | 
finally settled. Jt is a constitmional question, and 
if the constitution be wrong, let it be sent down to 
the Presbyteries and get the changed. 

He admitted the definitiog 

the constitation, but Aot theinferences attempted| 
to he drawn from it. ‘The’proper and: generally ad- 
mitted. rule of imerpreting the constitation, ts the 
will of the: framers, and the rage cf the Church. 
The will of the framers best ap 
usage, which showed the sensein which they them- 
selves understood it. | 
the book was drawn up “by Ds Witherspoon, who 
was chairman of the 
purpose? Previous ‘to that, thé rule followed was | 
that in use in the church of Seotlind. And what 
was that? It was, thep, a practice of the church} 
of Scotland, to ordain. ministers occasionally, by a 
Committee of the tpinisters-of a Presbytery. ‘Their 
ly directs the ordifiation to be performed 
by the ching elders } “yet the language was, that 
i be done by the Pieshytery, plainly show- 
ifg that the Presbytery, inthis ceanexivun, meant 
the ministers, and not the elders. We should not 
lose sight of the distinction between designating to 
ordination, and ordaining itself. Elders are compe- 
. teat to the former, but not tothe latter. 
proved the existence of this distinction, from the 
time of the Westminster Assembly, by reading quo- 
tations from the “Jus Divinum/” and ** Pardovan’s 
by which it clearly. appeared, that 
while the work of ordination wae considered as be- 
longing to the whole Presbytet 
+ hands was restricted to the preaching elders. 
from the acknowledged authorilies on this subject, 
“it was undeniable, that the praetice in Britain and 
Ahis country, among all the bodies of Presbyterians, 
from the time of the Westminster Assembly down 
to the formation of our consti'ution, was io accor- 
dance with the direction, that the imposition of 
bands should be confined to.the preaching elders. 
The Doctor showed, by compating the language of 
our book with that of the Church of Scotland, that 
it. was in. reality borrowed from the latter. 
probable that the fathérs, with Dr, Witherspoon at 
their head, who was well acquainted with all the 
authorities referred to, designed to depart from the 
‘universal and constant practice of the church, with- 
out using Janguage which would show that they io- 
| tended sucha change? It is asserted that the framers 
of our constitution departed from the language of 
the church-of Scotland on purpose to denote a change 
of practice; and yet, strange ta say, their practice 
shows, that they put the same construction on the 
language of the constitution, that they had always 
put on the constitution of the Scottish Church. The 
universally received principle of the constitution is, 
that the preaching elders administer in carrying into 
effect the acts of Presbytery. 

Tuurspay Morninc, May 
business of yesterday was resumed, and 

Mr. Jounns, (Elder) arose to preposea test, which 
he thought plain, simple and decisive. 
tion regards power, the- power 
daining. Power was of three kinds—legislative, 
jadicial, and ministerial power. E'ders have the 
two former, and those only. 
late, they judge; but as soon as you pass beyond 
these functions, the minister must act. 
tery, their powers are legislative and judicial; but 
if an act is to be carried into effect, you cannot ex- 
pect them to do what the constitution does not em- 
power them to perform, as a person, defective in 
power, cannot be expected to transcend his ability. 
Ordination is not a legislative, mot a judicial, but a 
ministerial act, and the moment you arrive at the 
execution of the legislative or judicial act, you pass 
beyond the province of the elder; the ministers then 
come in and act ministerially. 

Rev. Mr. Junxin acceded to the distinction so 
judiciously made by the last speaker. 
names descriptive of the ministerial office in the con- 
stitution, to show that the estimate made of the mi- 
nisterial office in Scripture was distinctive and pecu- 
It was only necessary to draw the distinction 


Assembly 


constitut 
sive of all the acts, ministerial or otherwiag, eon- 
nected with that ordinance. The presence of eleva} 
in a church court is not of such essential moment 
as some appear to think ; their. absenee would not 
destroy the legality of acourt. A querum is es- 
sential to the constitntional action of ® court; the 
the presence of a certain number of ministers in a 
Presbytery or Synod is essentially necessary to con- 
stitute a quorum, as required by the constitution ; 
but of the elders, the same authority required no 
ular number to be present, tu the legitimate 
performance of business: ‘as many as may be pre- 
‘geni,” is the phrase—there may be sume present, or 
may be none—which ever way it be, the Te- 
_ qulaite number of ministers, if present, may legiti- 
Sigact. The presence of elders, therefore, on 
ieular occasions, is not essential to the legal 


ch he wou! 
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subjees was not resumed till the afternoon; 
what he eanceived to be the 


the 2 ae argument for the alleged, 
right of ruling elders, founded as it was solely on 
the letter of the constitution : 
of ministera 

e| constitutionally the power of ordatej 
Therefore, ministers and elders eq! 
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} side, and we shal hear them. ‘The imposition of 


aud the other. for another purpose. 
> has reevived an impression from- the Holy Spirit to 


| to the cotton pod, opening like it, and displaying a 


cultivation, if possible. 


uty and} 


| the West will be ae common as that of flax now is, 


that} trander, a resident of Fulton 
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hie-femili- 


portunity of investigating the question; a 
es to show, that ‘the practice contended for, is an 
it appear it wes except. by a few. 
et called. ho man master; but he could not 
avoid being influenced by solid testimony. Dr. 
McLean had produced documents on his side, show- 


io our constitution to favour a change of practice. 
Let us have decumentary evidence from the athér 


“hands, as stated by my venerable colleague, is em- 
blématical—and the’emblem should not be employ- 
ed by those who have not the anthority to transfer, 
or who do not pdssess tite power, of the transfer of 
which this isthe emblem. © There are two orders in 
Presbytery: one is called of God for one purpose,| 

“minister 


preach the‘ gospel, which the elderhas not. Both 
have not the same staring and the same use in the 
Church, and beforé God. The vocation of each em- 
powérs him to do what God has called him to do, 
and no more. The speaker loves ruling elders, and 
will yield to none in regard to their rights;~ but 
he claims for them only such rights as scripturally 
and constitutionally belong to them, 
Memaee observed, that points had 
been clearly made out; first, that the letter of the 
constitution favoured the claimed right, and secend- 
ly, that the usage of the church is against it.— 
Hence, it appears to be simply a questioa of inter- 
pretation. The practice of the framers of our con- 
stitution shows how they interpreted it, and he could 
not believe-that his brethren knew the mind and 
meaning of the framers of he constitution, better 
than they did, themselves. These had given the 
right interpretation. ‘Their practice was’ against) 
the proposed claim, and it onght to be so; otherwise 
we be infallibly carried: into congregational- 
ism. The ultimate tendency of the innovation is to 
great evil. It would result ia every session be- 
‘coming a Presbytery 
but small -things often produce great resalts.. Lef 
us beware. . 

A Mempaer made some remarks on the great con- 
sumption-of time, and cailed for the previous ques-| 
tion; which being put ‘and carried, the vote was 
taken on the main question bY yeas and nays; and 
there were one hundred and twenty-two yeas, eight 
nays, and three non-liquets. So the report of the 
Committee, opposed to the overture, was adopted. 


DOMESTIC: INTELLIGENCE. 


CENTENNIAL ANNIVERSARY OF THE AMERICAN 
PutLosopnicaL Society.—We copy from the daily 
papers the following account of the One Hundredth 
Anniversary of the American Philosophical Society, 
of Philadelphia, which took place on Phursday, the 
25th of May. The Society with its invited guests, 
and a large concourse of citizens, assembled in the 
Hall of the Musical Fund Society at noon. The 
venerable President of the Society, P. S. “Dupon- 
ceau, took the chair, and in afew brief remarks on 
his own inability from the claims of age to pronounce 
an address on the occasion, stated that duty would 
be performed by another to the delight and instruc- 
tion of the assemblage. He then called upon Dr. 
Ludlow, Provost of the University, to offer up a 
prayer on the occasion, which being done, Dr. R. 
M. Patterson delivered an address in which for two 
hours he held his audience deeply attentive. He 
gave an outline of the history of the Society from its 
foundation to the close of the war of the Revolution. 
In the course of his remarks he spoke of the Junto, 
mentioned by Franklin, as one of the Societies out 
of which the present body sprang. ‘This was a se- 
cret association, in which the members assemb'ed 
for mutual improvement. Franklin was the first 
President of the Society in its present form, and the 
constitution as originally adopted has remained al- 
most unchanged to this day. In presenting this 
nafrative, Dr. Patterson availed himself of various 
incidents connected with the character of the first 
members of the Society, their peculiar discoveries in 
science, and their labours as a body, which excited 
the liveliest interest among his hearers. He dwelt 
with satisfaction upon the zeal and ability with 
which, at the present time, the objects of the Socie- 
ty are pursued. He contended that recent labours 
of its members may well compare with the first bril- 
liant essays by which it was distinguished. The 
festivities of the day were closed by an entertain- 
ment given by the Society at its rcoms toa large 
number of invited guests. 

The meetinge were continued fur several 
with increasing ‘interest. On Friday evening, Mr 
Breek' read a most interesting memoir of the history 
of Continental paper money, closing by a compari- 
son of the em of the United States at the present 
epoch, with the people.in our revolutionary days; 
and maintained, contrary to the usual opinion, that we 
have neither degenerated in morals nor in religion. 
Professor Rogers gave an account of his theory of 
Earthquakes. | 

On Saturday morning, communications were 

made by Lieut. Gilliss, United States Navy, on the 
history of the progress in establishing an Astrono- 
mical and Magnetic Observatory at Washington ; 
by W. C. Redfield, Esq., on the currents of the 
Ocean, and of the Atmosphere, containing a full de- 
velopment of his peculiar views on these subjects ; by 
Dr. W. E. Horner, on the influence of the micro- 
scope on the science of Anatomy. Professor A. 
D. Bache on the hourly variations of the magnetic 
elements, the pressure, temperature, and moisture 
of the air, deduced from two years’ observations at 
the Magnetic Observatory at the Girard College. 
- On Monday morning 29th ult., Mr. Walker made 
an oral communication of his results in regard to the 
comet of 1843, affirming his conclusions of its identi- 
ty with the comet of 1668 and 1689, and of its period 
of revolution of about twenty-one years. Dr. Morton 
gave an abstract of his memoir on the Ethreography, 
of the Ancient Egyptians, illustrated by a selection 
of specimens from his copious collection. J. R. 
Tyson, Esq., gave a view of the social and intel- 
lectual condition of the colony of Pennsylvania, 
previous to the epoch of one century ago, especially 
devoted to tracing the circumstances which gave 
birth to the American Philosophical Society, 

On Tuesday 30th ult., a number of Scientific} 
papers were read, among which were the follow- 
ing: A description of the new building for the 
Library and Philosophical Instruments, at West 
Point, together with an account of observations 
made upon the comet of February, 1843, read by 
Professor Kendall, of the Central High School, for 
the author of the paper, Professor Wm H. C. Bart- 
lett, of the United States Military Academy; An 
account of the Geology of the North East portion 
of the Island of Cuba, by R. C. Taylor, Esq.; On 
Corprolites, or fossil remains and fecal deposits of 
animals, a paper of interest, by Isaac Lea, Esq. 
One of the most interesting transactions of the day, 
was the presentation by Mr. Gilpin, ofa capsule of 
the Bombax tree, from Santa Cruz, being the larg- 
est tree of South America. Jt was a pod, similar 


‘quantity of a fine cutton-like substance, but of ah ex- 
tremely soft and silky texture. Mr. Gilpin said it 


ur of 
If its culture in 
this country, it will enable us to produce in great 
quantities, a f@bric vieing in delicacy, softness, and 
brilliancy, with the finest products of the silk worm. 
The sessions of the Society, for 1843, closed in 
the evening. At ten o’clock, Dr, Cha made 
a valedictory address, in the absence of the Presi- 
dent, Mr. — after which the Society ad- 


attention of our cotton planters, for 


Anotuer German Setritement.—A company of 
respectable, and it is said, wealthy Gesmans, have 
purchased ten thousand acres of Jand in Limestone 
township, Warren county, Pennsylvania, with the 
agriculture and miqnefaeturing. | 

‘Gone THE We learg that on 
last, a man Went over the cataract, om tie Canadian} 
side of the Niagara. He was driving a pair of horses 
and had backed into the river to get a losd°of sand, 
some where nearly opposite Navg Island, when the 
eurrent bore off the wagop and horses d the 


canoe to 

own safety, to change his course an 
again. Qwe of the horses extrieated himeelf from 
the wagon, and awam in safety to the shore, while| 
the Sines and his mate were seen to pitch from one 
| chute to: the other. until they both plunged into the 
abyss below.— Buffalo Commercial. 

or Sirx.—Dr. Charles of Breck- 
inridge county, Ky., has manufactured in his family, 

ailk. opinion is expressed in the Louisvul 
‘papera that in a short time theeulture of ailk in 


ra sy Montgomery Phe- 
nix that during the thunder storm whieh occurr- 
Monday; the 15th inst., of Mr. S. Os- 
villa, in that county, 
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-of Delaware, is that the crops will be very large. . 


a flag and flag staff, for the Chinese 


 Thething is small in itself,| ¥ 


had been introdtced into this coantry, and to the} 


intention of entering largely upop the pursuits of} 


control of the driver toward the rapids. reon| 
who witnessed the perilous situation, made off in a 
them, but getting ala for his 


teturn| 


| deed of trust to secure us perenest 


the 


aged sixteen years, was lightning, 
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_killed, 


struck by, lights and and the! 
n 
oxen and horses they were driving were killed, 

excited by different journals pronouncing this the} 
ldeast.year.” In ‘to this section, either the: 
established rule of their a ng but once in seven- 
teen years must be violated, or they cannot déspoil 
the agriculturjsts of the hountiful crops in anticipa- 
tion. 
tions. —Sa/ em Standard. a 

Jue Cutroxers.—The judicial sovereignty of the 
cuit C the United States for the District of 
Arkansas¢.in the case of. Moses, a negro, indicted 
in that-State for thé murder of a Cherokee. He was 
tried for the murder in Arkansas, and-found guilty, 
bat it was proved that he was the slave of a Chero- 
kée Indian, and residing, when the murder was 
committed, with his master in the Indian country,| 
and therefore was only amenable to Indian laws. 

Prospect or Fruit.—The Salem, New Jersey, 
paper speaks of a prospect of an immense crop of 
peaches and other fruit in that county. We learn: 
that so far the prospect from the great peach orchards } 


> 


Frac Srarr ror Tae Ctinese Mission.— Mr, 
Joseph K. Boyd, of Washington, has jost completed 
ission. It is 
intended to adorn the mission house. The flag is 
eight by twenty feet, being the just p ton, and 
made of the best silk, with gold stars in the field, 
having . thirteen stfipes, corresponding to the old 
thirteen States. The staff is twenty feet high, sur- 
mounted with a gilt American eagle, cut by Mr. Van 
Horn, of Baltimore: The staff is made in eight 
pieces, each piece connected by a strong iron ferrel 
socket, screwing together as intended, by their 
marks and numbers. The eagle is fitted with a 
brass plate on its base, and serews oa the last ptece; 
of the staff, having a brass shteeve to reeve the hal- 
ards, Every effort was made by Mr. Boyd to pro- 
cure silk of American manufacture for the flag, but 
he was unable to procure the different colours re- 
quisite .in sufficient quantities’ for that purpose. 
There-was also prepared and sent with the above, 
a shield displaying the American eagle and Union, 
on fine copper, painted and executed in fine style, 
by Mr. C. P. Sengstack, of Washington. This is 
intended to be placed over th ® door of the Missicn 
House.- ‘The whole was packed in a box three feet 
six inches, by two feet four, made air-tight. 

Tue Acapemy, West Point.—The 
Secretary of War, Hon, J. M. Porter, has ap point- 
ed the following peraons a Board of Inspection to 
obtain the eustomary information as to the discipline, 
course of studies and general state and condition of 
the Military Academy at West Point. ‘The Board 
will assemble at West Puint on the 5th day of June 
next: — Major General Winfield Seott; Brevet 
Brigadier General G. M. Brooke, of the Iufantry; 
Colonel! James Bankhead, of the Captanur 
A. Mordecai, Ordnance Departmnnt; Captain W. 
H. Swift, Topographical Engineers; Captain H, 
Brewerton, Corps of Engineers; Captain L. J. 
Beall, Rifle Regiment; Captain J. C. Casey, Sub- 
sistence Department; Brevet Captain W. G. Free- 
man, Adjutant General’s Department. ' 


A Moraes in Israri.—The following is a copy 
of an inscription on a tomb-stone in Litchfield, Con- 
necticut: i 

** Mary, wife of deacon John Buel, Esq. 
Died Nov. 4, 1768, 
Aged 90. 
_ She was the mother of 
13 children, 
101 grandchildren, 
274 great grandchildren, 
22 great great grandchildren. 


Total,—410. Of whom 336 survived her.”’ 

SteamBoat Co.iision.—A sad disaster occurred 
on Tuesday, 23d ult. on that part of the St. Law- 
rence called Lake St. Peter, about fifty miles be- 
low Montreal, Canada, by the Lord Sydenham and 
the Queen coming in contact in a fog. The Queen 
went down almost immediately, in seventeen feet 
water, and her passengers had to be removed by 
breaking open the deck. It is said that five persons 
were drowned, but the fact could not be ascertained 
with certainty until the vessel shall be raised. 


Expriosion or Fire Damp.—Three miners, nam- 
ed John Wallace, Jonathan Simnard, and Henry 
Powell, were seriously, if not mortally injured, on 
Tuesday last, by the a 
coal mine of G. M. Hollenbaek, 
Wilkesbarre, Pa. 

Tue Bounpary Survey.—A part of the English 
Commissioners to run the new line of the North- 
eastern Boundary, are at New Brunswick. They 
expect to commence their labours in the forest 
about the first of June, and have proposed to our 
Commissioner to employ'a large number of men, 
who shall be divided into parties at different points. 
It is expected that the work will not not be com- 
pleted in less than two years. 


Fire anp Destruction or Cows.—A fire broke 
out on Friday night last, in the barn of Smith and 
Colyer, at the Wallabout, Brooklyn, which was 
entirely destroyed with its contents, consisting in 
part of twenty-four cows and two horses. A barn 
adjoining was considerably damaged. 

Fiuteat or Birps.—A flight of birds which oc- 
cupied some two or three hours in its duration, oc- 
curred at Baltimore on Friday night. Several of 
them were caught in different parts of the city. 
They were about the size of a robin, and of greyish 
plumage. A similar flight occurred at Philadel- 


creek, near 


phia about ten o'clock of the same night, the chirp-|. 


ing being heard during a considerable period. 

Suppen Deata.—Mr. Joseph B. Chadwick, of 
Zanesville, Okio, arrived in New York from Phila- 
delphia, on Friday, and took lodgings at the Com- 
mercial Hotel, No. 73 Courtland street. He com- 
plained of being unwell, declined taking any nour- 
ishment, and retired to bed. Between ten and 
eleven o’clock, the waiter took a cup of tea, &c., 
which he partook of, said he wished nothing more, 
and was left alone. About midnight, the proprie- 
tor of the hotel went upto see Mr. Chadwick, and 
found him dead in bed. His effects, consisting of 
three trunks containing clothing, &c., were en 
in charge by the Coroner. 


Tue Crops.—The Norfolk Herald says: “A 
friend who has just returned from a tour through 
the ten easternmost counties in North Carolina, 
says, it is enough to do one’s heart good to look at 
the fields of wheat throughout that region, present- 
ing as they do, as fine a prospect of a luxuriant har- 
vest as ever gladdened the farmer’s heart. Of the 
Indian corn, but little can be said ag yet;. but that 
too, is up and thriving beautifully. This is joyful, 
tidings indeed. The same counties were last year 
impoverished, and a large portion of their inhabi- 
tants reduced tothe most distressing circumstances, 
by the almost entire failure of their crops. 


Deatuor Da. Wesster.—Noah Webster, L. L. D., 
died at his residence in New Haven, Ct., at eight 
o’clock on Sunday evening, the 28th inst., at the 
of 85. Mr. Webster, in the course of his long 
life, has laboured unremittingly and to good pur- 
pose. His uame will live inthis many valuable 
works. Selections from his Political and Miscella- 
neous writings have lately been published. His 
Dictionary of the English language is by far the 
best ever published. It isa monument. of labour 
and research. It is of great value to this country, 
as being essentially an American Dictionary, em- 
bracing all the alterations that have been made in 
the mother tongue uader new wants and circum- 
stances. 


Deatu or Sir Caries Bacot.—The ex-Gover-| 
nor General of Canada, Sir Charles Bagot, died at 
Kingston, at three o'clock on the morning of the 
19th ult,, and his death, although expected, has 
caused deep sorrow to the people of Canada. The 
frigate Warspite which bas been waiting at New 
York, for epveral weeks, for the purpose of carry- 
ing Sir Charles and his family to England, will 
now carry his remains to that country for inter- 
ment, 

Important Cana, Movement.—We learn by 
the Erie (Pa.) Observer, that the citizens of that 
place, had a meeting on Thursday of last week, 
and subscribed sufficiently to the stock of the Com-' 
Canal froni. Pitts- 

rgh to. that place, to secure the prosecution of 
the work. The State, despairing of raising the 
funds to complete it, has relinquished the Canal to 
the citizens of. the West, on that they 
finish it. 

Tueatee into a Cuvaca— 
The St. Louis Theatre was sold recent! 
a note 


to George Collier, | 
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the President, with several members of the Cab 


somewhat injured. The| and 


of fire damp in the | 
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: that the state of his health will oblige him to resign 
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nal twee New York; stopping at Altany 


— James’ Lenox, Esq, cf New 


York, has. preseated to the Theological Sem 

gray Jersey, a lot of five acres 
ainiag t nary, together with the byi 
thereon situated, the condition that 
lastitetion shall remain under the jurisdiction and 
doctrines of the Gld-schoo! Assembly. He is also 


Nine years since, 1834, was the pericd when |- erecting a Gothie:Library edifiee, at an expense of ~ 
this part. of ihe country suffered from their depreda- &30,000. | 


Mesir.—The Essex Insurance Com- 
pany of Salem, Massachusetis, have presented to 
Captain William B. Bates, master of the brig Rich- 
mond, of Salem, a splendid silver pitcher, and to 
Mr. Jacob B. Ford, first officer of the same veesel, 
a beantiful silver cup, for their jedicious and suc- 
exposed to imminent peril in the Mozambique ehan- 
nel during a severe hurricane on the Sth 
last.: 


Inptaxs 1x THE Soura-West.—The Van Buren 
Arkansas Intelligencer of the 29th April, contains 
the following :—“ Governor P, M. Butler has just 
returned from a visit. to the Indian tribes in the 
south-west. He had becn sent out as a Commis 


flags of truce, and arrangements were made for en- 
tering into treaties at a future day.” 


Jacnson Rev. Wm. T. Hamil- 
ton, D.D., of Mobile, has been elected President of 
Jackson College, at Columbia, Tennessee. 


| Thomas B. Reed, 
who died Senator elect of the United States from 
the state of Mississippi, by her last will and testa- 
ment, bequeathed her entire estate to Dr. Stephen 


Port Gibson, Mississippi, with the excepti 
three thousand dollars to her lawyer, the Jate Wil- 
liam R. T. Chaplain, Esq. Her estate consisted of 
about one hundred and thirty slaves, and one thou- 
sand six hundred acres of land in Jefferson county, 
Mississippi. The Executors, who were also the 
‘Legatees, in accordance with a wish of the deceas- 
ed, and their own feelings, took measures to trane- 
rt the slaves to Liberia. ‘The proceedings of the 
»xecutors were stayed by an injunction, but the 
title was perfected in the Legatees by the Hi 
Court of Errors and Appeals of Mississippi. 
the 9th ult., seventy-one slaves of this estate sailed 
from New Orleans in the Stiip Renown. The re- 
sidue will embark after the gathering of another 
crop, and sale of the land and stock. 


FOREIGN INTELLIGENCE. 


FROM TEXAS, 


Advices from Galveston to the 16th were received 
at New Orleans on the 18th of May. ‘The princi- 
pal—indeed the only—item of intelligence ie that 
the President had issued a proclamation, denouncing 
Commodore Moore for various acts of disobedience, 
contumacy and mutiny, suspending him from office, 
oomeenneey him to report.in person to the head of 
the war and marine department, and declaring the 
government no longer responsible for his acty upoa 
the high seas. ‘The Galveston Times says that Com- 
modore Moore, before he sailed for Campeachy, an- 
ticipating some such outbreak from the President, 
sent to the editor of that paper, a note (which is 
published) declaring that he went to fight the Mexi- 
cans with the full knowledge and. concurrence of 
Mr. Morgan, the commissioner appointed by the 
‘Texan Congress to regulate the concerns of the na- 
vy, who was then on board his ship. 

The New Orleans Tropic of the 20th, says :— 
‘* We have learned last evening, that the British fri- 

ate Sj artan, thirty-six guns, left Galveston several 

ays ago, the commander having in his possession 
the late proclamation of President Houston.—Capt. 
Elliott, the British Minister to Texas, sailed from 
this port in the steamer Alabama, on her last tr'p, 
for A aes and no doubt is entertained that he had 
Houston’s proclamation in his possession. These 
movements clearly indieate a determination on the 
part of the agents of the British Government in this 
quartet, to aid the President of Texas in his mad 
crasade ~ the Navy of that Republic. | 

The Galveston Ctvitian gives a long aceount of 
another Santa Fe expedition got up in Texas, and 


forward rapidly. ‘The time of rendezvous was the 
5th of April. Col. Warfield’s movements proba- 
bly had something to do with this. 


FROM MEXICO. 


From accounts received at New Orleans via Ha- 
vana, it appears that Santa Ana is making a vigor- 
ous effort to provide for the payment due on the 
30th of this month, under the convention with the 
United States. To this end he has decreed a forced 
loan of two millions and a half. : 


MARRIED. 
At Philadelphia, on M 29th ult., by the Rev. H. A. 
Boardman, the Rev. Tryon Epwarps, of Rochester, New 


York, to CatHaringe Brign, yonngest daughter of 
Hvueuss, Keq., of Hagerstown, Maryland. 

On the 25th of May, by the Rev. Joshua Moore, Dr. Joszrx. 
B. Arp of Lewistown, Pennsylvania, to Mra, Erien B. 
Keaay, of Philadelphia. 


Acknowledgment. 

To the Editor—Permit me through the Presbyterian to ac- 
knowledge the kindness of a “ Missionary” in constituting 

me a member of the “ Young Men's Bible Society of Phila- 

delphia”—and tosay that the suggestions in the letter accom- 

panying the certificate will as far as possible be complied 
with. Joun M. 


Second Presbytery of Philadelphia. 
The Second Presbytery of Philadelphia will hold an ad- 
journed meeting at Centreville, Bristol township, 
county on the second Tuesday of June, at llo’clock, A. 
D. Howaap, Stated Clerk. 


AMERICAN PROTESTANT REFORMATION SOCIETY, 
OF NEW YORK, 


This Society held ite Annual Meeting, on Wednesday, 
April 26, when the fellowing officers were elected for the 
current year :— 
Presipent—Rev. W. C. Brownlee, D. D. 
Vice-Presipents—Rev. Duncan Dunbar Rev. John N, 
McLeod, A. M ; Rev. John M. Krebs, D. DJ ames Bogart, 
jun., Esq. Rev. Thomas H. Bond, M.D. Rev. Samuel H. 
Cox, D. D. David Hayes, Esq. Newark; Rev. Edwin 
Holt, A.M. Rev. G. B. Cheever, A. M. Rev. N. J. Mar- 
cellus, A. M., and Rev. W.; J. Breed, A. M.. Bucksport, Me. 
Esq. Whitehall, N. Y.. Rev. 
Richmond, Mass. Rev. Alex. Fletcher, London, 
Thomas Stark, of Forres, Scotland. “ 
Executive Dr. Pond ; 
son Mortimer ott, James D. Ww. 
Ho- 


K. Dunshee, George Jameson, Samuel W. 


, Charles Davis, Francis McCracken, John McCabe, John 
Salisbu ry; Andtew Warren, jun., Esqrs. - 
ing Secretary—P. A. Oc- 
Secretary 
Forei, Secretary fer Scotland.—Rear 
Admiral Doff, of Etgin, North Britean. 
Treasurer.—James G. Eadie. 
Recording K. Moore, 
Sabbath Evening Services. me 
The following table shows the Sebbathe of each 


th, on which the respective Presbyterian Chaschio in 
Philadelphia.(so far as we have been informed,) hold their 


regular monthly evening 


CHURCHES. PASTORS. E 
2d Church, Rev. Dr. Cuyler, 1st Sabbath of month, 
Central Church, Rev. Dr. McDowell, 1st do. 
8th Church, Rev. Mr. Macklin, let do. 
| Union Church, Rev. Mr.Stewart, 1st do. 
4th Charch, Rev. Mr. do, 
6th Church, Rev. Mr. . do, 
Chure 
10th Charch, Rev. Mr. Boardman. the last do, 
EACHER WANTED.—The of the 1 


cently received lettera from Dr. Johnaop, See 
uation of Principal of the High School. He has expressed 
his daterminotion if ible, until another teacher 
shall be prepared to take his place; the Board are anx- 
delay. the services of a instructor 

e Principal of this School must be of. giving 
tion, and should also have some of 
pursuits. 
For farther particulars, application may Se mace 
President of the Association, 232 
Fifth street, or to the Secretary, Miss Amelia Davidson, 


Walnut street, Philadel june 


‘ AL, A 
AT LOW PRICES.—The subscriber invites the atten- 
tion of his friends and of the public generally to him varied 
stock of books, among which will be found the following 
valuable , Horne’s In- 


s Concordance. 
troduction. 


ce on the 17th 
the Western railroad——visit t 
mory at Springfield, Massach 


Works. 


oF which wl be twenty per cent below 
TAMES K. SIMON. 


Duncan, of Natchez, and Rev. Zebulon Butler, ~ 


for which volunteers had come and were coming — 


— 


positor. 
‘Hanter's Sacred Biography. logy for 
inet,| Henshaw, ‘The Preacher, Suing hot ‘elrenieum. 
Ola Dawson. Biunt’s 


4 
a 4 


General. Ags ar objecti mhinisters have powerto ordaih. There 
shall bo ont ted 10. be repre sated by 2 Ralin | 
(Gee Chapter sections 34 an | 
2 
ond delegates to:every meeting Presbytery, 
P héy are not requited to-do so, flor is the presence o 
“az for on oF 
— with the Commissioner of the Texian slic, for 
quoram cempetent 5, the purpose of entering into-a treaty of peace and 
otk 4 words of rule tis ‘om; ate as fol. thoge tribes. 
wes Any | many elders as were met by all the tribes except the Cumanches, 
wes Any three at the Wace, There was no treaty en- 
at the time and place «| pointed, shall fern ered into he Indians and Texians 
thie of the words “and 9s, oMere | 
hat the: Of one or more: absqutel 

ar Whereas the General Expepition to Liserta.—Mrs. Margaret Alli- 

thee they more thar son Reed, daughter of Captain Isaac Ross. of Mis- 

. the Ministers, they aré ali cotitled to take the 

also 

| 
this. respect. the rule is different from: the 

‘case of a Pres- | 
d the number 
rT ythree ministers 
re here be any num- 
yet shonid tere be less than three ministers, there 
Phat. is essential to the existence of a que | 
s ‘ wesence of three ministers, and should there | 
these regilar if there be | 
| 
even todo acts to which | 
a | 
may proper to fhe haste. whict NCCC 
‘= sity the ‘doeument was prepated. There is nothing in —- 
‘a the resolutions of the General Assembly, a8 our breth- 
serve as a hint to the eldership, 
ig their. presence might be undesirable. 
Whether ‘the Constitution should or Should not re- 
. quire the-presence of any given number of Ruling El. 
| | | 
| 
| | 
. 
| 
| | | 
| | | 
| | 
po 
\ 
piteition of a church court. ‘The doctrine incul- q 
that elders may perform ministerial acts, i 
a daggerous tendency. Let us look where we | | 
’ | going. | May we not run into radical principles, | 
as the ei@er ventures into the province of the : 
the people themselves may come 
siden themaeives entitled to exercise the power; 
entrusted ta.the elder | & 
oTHER said he felt it to be hisd | 
ilege bri xpress hie vigws. The | 
on Was Very p nad taken according to | | 
er, plainly in the right of the ruling elder| | 
ers. a x pose ‘hands in asdinationy This eould not be} 
| maa clear to his mind, that presse | | 
| constitution is favourable tethe a) leged righ!, end. 
| ‘the fan @ has heen ¢ ed from that used Esq., for the sum of @5000. It is 
may be baptized, but they cannot baptize him; so, - . a, Pr : it into a church. | 
they say thet be eonatitation of the Se Chante | 
‘of this is pved,by keeping ip view the distinc-| was the custom of many of the arches to | he. | } - 
‘tion between the action of a court, and the official) out these right sian | | | and Senday, sill 
school, and that a schoot'will have its tesks bate al act. The baptiom of a person toms for it waa trath.he wes in The been ploughing. Two harrowi ak 
‘and ite discipline, aad ‘ig not sesstonol act, but the ordination of a n | always willing! been ploughing. men 
| or some wise | presbyter hold, and therefore the objection and Midere; the venerable man, who has every op- within a rod of each other, when one of them usetts, and the Arse-| june 3—It Fifth streetabove Spruce, 


ro 


¢ 


heen assige 


one Sy resbyleries, Ind: 


 Commitiee and. presented. fo-the last: 
having 


and gave evidente 


fod, fourteen 
in: 


ar-gire! 


all who.senh ia any eommuvication on 


‘The: Gommitiee have done this. 


one ‘design. of their firet: sodintment. They 


thatit i¢ impossible’ to please all by 
any ‘sélection that” could be made‘and that not- 
‘the time. and labout which they- 
lave bestowed it, the book-which- they 
how present. isnot perfect. . There fay have 
been s omitted: which: some. would desire 
inthe-cdllection ‘and there: may have 
beet Hymns retained; which in the jodgment of 
others might better have been omitted: 
should recoltected by such persons 
the of the Hymns'which they 
regret to find. have beea omitted, might 
have displeased” mdré than are disappointed by 
and onthe othér hand that the 
mission of those Hymns which may be ob- 
Sled against by individuals, might have disap- 


t 2 


agai 
number.than are displeased by 
admission -into. the book. Besides the se- 
lion as itvis: now: ted is as much ‘the 
selection of the Church as of the Committee.— 
Poerender' it more useful and as the Committee 
(rust more acceptable, they intend to bind up 
pi the Directory. for. public worship and the 

With regard to-the:Psalmsyafter mature 
liberation and @ full-examination ‘of the subject, 
the Conimittee.avore~of opinion that ap 
acéeptable, litera? and metrical version of them, 
however, desirable, could not at present be. ob- 
tained. The versions of Psalms to which they 
have had access, do riot furnish such a number 
of superior merit, as to justify the attempt to 
alter the book now-in use. 
elt has -occurted to them, that-very important 
might-be answered by having the received 
ble of the Psalms-set to music, and 
prepated.as to be conveniently used in all our 
churches. .. This might.satisfy those who desire 
use no other than .a literat teanslation of the 
Psalms, would constitute a uniform and identi- 


cab Psalmody for all Presbyterian churctes and |- 


wonld seca solemn, peculiar and appropriate 
Ghireh’ iitisie, to the exctasion of all those tunes 
Whith ‘have been composed. from light, secular 
‘and profane songs.and whose use is necessarily 
attended with improper associations in the wor- 


ship of God. “They therefore earnestly recom-|: 


mend this su 
Assemb 
~The. 
gratuitous 
by order. 


> > 
> 


bject to the consideration of the 


now. finished their 
abours, beg to be discharged. Signed 
‘Reported for the Presbyterian. 


SEMINARY, 
Thirty annual Report of the Board o 
Directors the Theological’ Seminary at 
“Phe Board of ‘Directors of the’ Theological 
Seminary at Princeton, New Jersey, report to 
the General. Assembly, that-at the date of the 
_last-report, the number. of Students in connex- 
ion-with the Seminary was one hundred and ten. 
“Siace-that report during-the-year-now.closed, 
the‘following forty-four students: have been re- 
ceived, viz.— J." Vernon Cosby, on certificate} 
from Union Theological Seminary, Virginia. 
Luke Dorlan,d6. Union ‘Theolégical Seminary, 
New: York. ‘David Mills, graduate of Wil- 
Colfege, Massachusetts. Samuel D. Ro-| 
gersydo. do. Andrew Wilson, do. Amherst do. 
Massachusetts. WmePrGready, do. Yale do. 
Jommecticut,.-Dayid Trumbull, do,.do.do. Al- 
exander B. Bullion, do. do. 
nie) Grinnold, do. . David C.. Lyon, do. 
Peter S. Nellis, do. Jas. 
Stebbins, do. _ John. Woodbridge, do. ‘Phitan- 
der Young, Hugh S..Carpenter, gra- 
duate: University of New York. “Alexander R. 
Phofepson, do. Levi H. Christian, do. New 
College, N. J... David H. Pierson, do, 


John He Rice, Go. Alexander M. Scudder, do.|- 


Ansley De F.. White, do... Walter S. Drysdale, 
do. University of Pennsylvania. » Robert Ha- 
mill, do. “Jefferson College, Penn. John. F. 
Smith,-de, Isaac M. Cook, do. John B. French, 
Gélambian College; D.C. Robert Logan, do. 
Washitigton _do,. Virginia.... Nelson P. Cham- 
do. Mississippi’. Thomas 
Hy Cleland, do. Centre do.-Kentutky, So- 
seph W.. Wallace, do.-.George. W..Newell, do. 
Marion, do. Misseuri. «Joha A. Reiley, do. 
Miami University, Ohio. Charles Beach, do. 
College, Ohio. ..Ninian.Bamaty oe, 
do. Lafavette. do.. Penn.. Darwin. Cook, do. 
Wm. Henry Green, do. Peter B. Herry, do. 
James G. Moore, do. 'Wm..Love, do. Belfast, 


Irelands Wm. Westcott, M.D., of the 
bany.Medical College. Jacob D. Mitchell, some} 


time-amember'of Jefferson College. ‘Thomas 
Watson, do. Uaiversity of St. Louis, Missouri. | 
John G...Hickman, do. Centre College, Ken. 
The whole students connected] 
with the Seminary during the year, has been 
one hundred and fifteen. ‘The number now 
vpon the'roll'is‘one Rum@red and three. 
Lhe siudents,were examioed at the close of, 
the «year, in presénce of a committee of the 
Bota.” Theit examination, wag satisfactory. | 


Preebyt nF ti a} and. popular principles of an Ametican| among usin the Westy of-epostate Chiistianity,s prae- CHURCH. 
PUBLIC | Sunday Sehool. Union, an. American Traet So. tical pat apucious, carmpt, town, expect td th did eale-of Utefat and 
1 American: Foreign Missionary Society. . Thank] «tious, and fanatec relizian, closely allied toi Fancy Articles, during the second- week pro- 
have accon He had. no-.wish to detract) practical combina feeling am ve opposi- 
0} | OF from character, or to dimigish their use-| tion to alt these aiely solicited render theie sid forthe Any 
fom their high character, OF 10 | cles uroiher. donations jur | may be left.at No. 
re were-marie.| fulness; but he wished.to see, not general societies; tian bodies; that this should exist, and Sareom street, and at Xe North street, 
>tospects regonin of the Aon this week for the following send.out migsiogaries with the. Bible in one hand,| world, in all ages, against the Church 
years ; ave our Confession..of Faith, aad. Shorter Cate-| butit never has prevailed, and never will, Perhaps ‘Bookseller and Publisher, 5. E. corner of Seventh ane 
e-year; US Boa én, chism,in the other. We have been, too much dis- there is ao more ition. there than ja other’ George sireeis, Philadelphia, hug published the fullowing 
rs and things | 7,602;300" pe Se 6307250. pages of new posed give oye resources, to. general pury fi the C 
| of aw ; ists: T RIAN - 
editions: ‘They have: e alter SAE out.our chi f omanists te possess the: Tand; and: tn delity yivania, the saggestion 
our Cae ‘ing effective hose instrumenta tes w ch. are. cal. canvo contro estinies of the YvVest. Samuel Miller, Jr., a member of the P 4 
Theeau horses, swine, dsé.*have ingrenséd payer published by the to diffuse.our seriptural principles, and aid] opposed-'by counterdcting influences, they would] ‘Vhie:work contains a:full aad impartial. Report of 
lo-| ata much: greater ratio. ‘There are over-al is and strengthening our branch of the} destroy all true godliness. But,’ at present, ttuth) all the the trial at, Prtus, and 
white auc ttle com ‘of Gap. of Kingdom, Men would mest th] has ihe which, bowerar, may be lou] 
abatement: eel 6 floor of those general societies with the utmost ap-| through indolence or unfaithfulness.” Nevertheless,| ~~ 
during munity ;abdut two thirds ‘af Ahis oumber ate -theirsparb- “They hake carefully weighed-theit re-| of cardialityy. who, when they had come] there is no'cause If Chéistians| tho fled Jere new end the foal Opinion 
sponsibility as stewards, end the 'serious“hazard of be active, and. faithful,as he trusted they would,| of the Courtpdelivered by Chief Jastice Gibson.” "The pro- 
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Vest Bun 
North Ca roliga, 


Sidney: College: 


irginia. 
The present h 


rd, graduate of Washington Col- 


‘Phe diligence and pto 
“hay been highly gratifying to the Boafd——and 
wé-hope the Seminary will enjoy the smiles of 
the Head ofthe Church, and pen lastiog bless- 
ing 6 our country and the wotld.. 
The-officers.of the Seminary areas follows 
Rev. Wm.S. Plumer, D..D., President of the 
Board. ..Rev.. A. .D. Montgomery, 1st Vice- 
President. Rev. R. Burwell, 2d. Vice. Presi- 
dent. Rev. A.Hart, Secretary. - 
Professors are—Reév. Samuel B. Wil- 
gon, 1).1D., Professor of Theology. Rev. Sa- 
muel L. Graham, D.D., Professor of Biblical 
Literature.. Rey. F..S. Sampson, Assistant 
‘Tutor. Anprew Hart, Secretary. 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
WESTERN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY. 
Sixteenth Annual Report of the Board of Di- 
rectors of the Western Theological Seminary, 
Allegheny city, Pennsylvania. 
The Board of Directors of the Western The- 
ological Seminary, would respectfully present 
to the General Assembly, the following report 
of their proceedings during the year. 
Seventeen students have been” matriculated 
during the session, viz.—J. W. Miller, graduate 
of Jefferson College, Pa. James S. Henderson, 
do. Samuel J. Reid, do. John W. Hazlett, 
do. Johf Steele, do. A.C. McClelland, do. 
Henry Davis, do. John K. Comyn, do. W. 
P. Harshee, Washington College, Pa. J. Ed- 
gar Stevenson, do. T. Stevenson, Franklin 
College, Ohio. Ebenezer Henry, do. Samuel 
Hanna, do. . Patterson Reese, Kenyon College, 
Ohio. Robt: R. Wells, Middlebury College, 


Vermont.. Wm. Hunter, Miami University, 
Ohio. Moses G. Knight, Centre College, Ken- 
tucky. 


“Also in attendance part of the session, Mr. 
Alex. M. Stewart, a licentiate of the Reformed 
Presbyterian church. 

Phe hi evmber of stu lents present du- 
ring the session has been thirty. 

The: students have been examined by an ex- 
amining committee appointed by the Board, 
who. reported that the examinations were well 
sustained, and highly satisfactory. — | 

“The Faculty in their fast annual report to the 
Board, having expressed deep regret on ac- 
count of the interruption occasioned in the stu. 
dies of some students, by obtaining licensure 
‘before their course is completed, and by the 
time necessarily occupied’ in immediate prepa- 
ration for Presbytery, which should be given 
to their class; the following minute was adopt- 
ed by the Board, viz. 

“« Resolved, That the Secretary, in making 
his.annual report to the Assembly, call their 
attention to a fact referred to.in the Report of 
the Faculty, viz. the evil growing out of Pres- 
byteries licensing. young men before their course 
in the Seminary is completed, thus ‘interfering 
seriously with their studies ; abd ask the Gen- 
eral Assembly to take’some action on the sub- 
ject that may’ tend to arrest the evil.” 

One student, Mr. Ross Stevenson, has com- 
pleted his full course of three years. | 

On the 18th November, 1842, Rev. A. S. 
McGill, D.D., who was elected by the last Gen- 
eral Assembly to the chair of Ecclesiastical 
History and Church Government in the West- 
ern Theological Seminary, was regularly and 
formally inducted into that Professorship ac- 
cording tothe plan of the Seminary, as instt- 
tuted: by the General Assembly, and found in 
the Digest, page 

The Facuity in their last report say, ‘¢ There 
has been the usual indication of piety and fer- 
vour in devotional exercises all the session ; and 
occasionally evidence of increasing life and spe- 
cial attention to personal holiness. No extra- 
ordibary zeal or interest in missions has been 
manifest, but there is-known to be a fixed and 
earfest, and quiet contemplation of this great 
work*among a few of our most gifted and de- 
voted students. 

Upon the whole, we think our Institution is 
decidedly more prosperous, than it was at the 
date of our last report, and the prospect for an 
increase of students nexf session is highly en- 
couraging. All. of which-is respectfully sub- 
mitted,. Frawets Herron, President. 
Rosert Duntar, Secretary. 

The Professors of the Seminary are—Rev. 
David Elliott, D.D., Professor of Didactic and 
Polemic Theology. Rev. Lewis W. Green, 
D.D., Professor of Oriental Literature and Bib- 
lical Criticism. Rev. Alex. T. McGill, D.D., 
Professor of Ecclesiastical History and Church 
Government. 

The Directors of the Seminary are—Rev. 
David McConaughy, D.D., Rev. A. O. Patter- 
son, Rev. Robert Dunlap, Rev. A..D. Camp- 
bell D.D., Rev. Noah Gillett, Rev. James Cul- 
bertson, Absalom McCready. Elders—Alex- 
ander Laughlin, F. G. Bailey, Thos. Kiddoo. 
Rev. Robert. Johnson, “Rev. Wm. Jeffery, 
Rev. C. C. Beatty, D-D..-Rev. Lem. McFarren, 
Rev. Loyal Young, Rev. George Marshall, 
Rev. Algernon S, McMaster. Elders—Har- 


seAtthe mneeting of the: Board on the 15th iast.| mar Denny, Alexander Semple, Malcom Leech, 
certificates that» they had finished the whole} Rey. Francis Herron; D.D, Rev. E. P. Swift, 
coarse pf jrescribed if the plan, were] D.D., Rev. M. Brown, D.D., Rev. W. B. Mc-| 
conferred on the following twenty-five young! Jivaine, Rev. John Stockton, Rey. Ebenezer 
Graham, ~Rev. James Alexander... Eiders— 
Samael Thompson, Benjamin Williams, R. C. 


ol clothing from: the 


= 


reebyterian chuteh in‘the-eity 


6f" the Board are—Francis Her- 


>- 


et 
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6f: Hampden’ 


/ number has been increased. 


| shall Ido to be saved?” Is there one: here 


| Wheb sin, past “and ptesent, appeats in its: 


| nighted, sin. burdened:soul; “with healing in hi 


Canadinns, and speak the French languages the 
<remninder ace mostly Ajericans, some. few. 
English and’ Irish. Peace, eompetency, and 
comfort, sand some deg:ee.of covteniment, are 


are aibilliterate, and depend on the_priest’s lips 
| 10 beep knowledge.» The. Aimericans'have most 
_ of the rudiments of knowledge; some. are good 
flour, and lumber are willbe 
the chiefarticles.of export: of these we sha 
| sdonbe. able to supply any demand. -.Thete:is 
a milling and trading company farm, in Wila- 
mit, for the purpose of callmg out ihe resources 
Of the country, and opening a comnierce with 
some foreign port. “Pwo American brigs came 
info the fiver last season ; they prébably traded 


is in great demand... A school teacher would 
find encouragement, and so would mechanics of 

You wih perhaps inf r from what'l have said 

| that Fhave beecome’atyached to Oregon, and in- 
tend to spend my days there; how that may be 
-l cannot tell.. I know of no reason at_present 
why'l should Jeave, nor do 1 know of any place 


for which wish to. leave. It is it would 


give me great pleasure to mingle again in the 
society, of my. friends. I think, too, that I could 
appfeciate’and-enjay the social sweets-of civil- 
ized-and Christian society. It is, however, on 
account of my children that I chiefly regret the 
absetice of these blessings.. I hope, however, 
_ to be able to provide in some way for them, at 
: least so far as to prepare them to be useful. 
field of Oregon present paramount claims and 
inducements before the servant-of the Lord, to 
labour with~ fidelity, with a cheering prospect 
of ultimate soccess.-. Whatever may be-the fate 
of the kndians of this country, or whatever race 
of men may become the future possessors of 
thé land, it is evident *‘ the gospel of the king- 
dom should be preached,” and ‘that Christian 
influences and efforts should even anticipate the 
certain and extensive population which at ho 
far distant day will press the soil of Oregon. 
From what I discover since my arrival here, 
I should judge that a redeeming spirit is abroad 
in the land. ‘The elements of permanent na- 
tional prosperity are beginning to develope in 
the important movements of the day, and the 
bow of promise seems te spread his broad arch 


enchanting islands. You have probably heard 
of the: oppressive treaty, or rather exaction, 
which was shamefully forced upon this govern- 
ment'at the cannon’s mouth; by the commander 
of a French frigate, which provided for the im- 
portation and protection of French priests ; and 
the introduction of French brandy, and_ what- 
ever else could.aid in the work of death, was) 
forcibly enjoined. Ali this was obviously intro- 
duced to counteract the:influence of the Protest- 
ant missionaries, and prepare the people for 
the reception of Popery. 
But He that sitteth in the heavens would not 
suffer the labours and prayers of his faithful 
servants to have been spentin vain. And al- 
though success attended the ranks of our op- 
posers for a season, while the chiefs and the 
people became victims to’ intemperance, and 
even the king indulged in open debauch, 
and the darkness which forboded a nation’s 
ruin gathered over the land, yet nevertheless 
the Spirit of the Lord was not slow in raising a 
standard against this: flood of iniquity. The 
king and many of the chiefs saw that their na- 
tional character and independence were lost 
should things thus continue. A _ national cold 
waler society was formed—his majesty is the 
president. 
The governors and chiefs of all the islands, 
and thousands of the people, are zealous sup- 
porters of the pledge. There are between five 
and six hundred stated worshippers tn the two 
native Protestant congregations in Honolula. 
One thing more [ must mention. All the young 
princes, premiers and chiefs of the nation are 
being instructed in English and general litera. 
ture, wholly under Protestant care and influence. 
_Thus you see the nation will be blessed with 
enlightened rulers. 


THE LONDON TIMES NEWSPAPER. 


The London Times, which possesses a more 
extensive establishment than any other News- 
paper in the world, created no little stir in poli- 
tical circles some years since, by a sudden 
.change of politics. On one day it was Whig, 
on ‘the next Tory. ‘The price paid-for the 
transmutation of this powerful engine was 
180,000/.. 


The advertisements of the Times in a single| 


day frequently exceed 10001. and every ove is 
paid belore insertion. Unlike the papers of this 
Continent it has no subscribers ; it supplies the 
News Agents, and they the public. There are 
‘two powerful steam. engines on the premises, 
and the impression is made by double cylinder 
presses. Its circblation is the largest in the 
world ; there is not a town on the civilized earth, 
in which the Times may not be found. Its re- 
porters are to be met with in all the quarters of 
the globe, accompanying the expedition in Chi- 
na, and participating in the toils and dangers of 
the Indian campaigns. It has correspondents 
in every land. Ils expresses have traversed 
the desert, and anticipated the Indian Mails. 
lts agents are in every court, and it lays bare. 
their most secret proceedings. Mr. John Wal- 
ter the late Member for Nottingham is the prin- 
cipal proprietor, and he draws from it.a yearly 
revenue of 80,0002, It had formerly three 
regular editors, Messrs. Barnes, Lawson, and 
Delane, besides a large corps of occasional 
writers. Since the death of Mr, Barnes, the 


FEAR OF DEATH. 

Among the Chinese, the fear of death is dis- 
tressing, Their imagination has inveuted. no. 
fewer than ten hells. One-is stuck full of 
knives; another an iron boiler full of scalding: 
water; another of cold. ice; im another, the 
punishofent consists in pulling out the tongue 3 
another is ‘full of poisonous sérpents; in an- 
other-the victim is drawn in pieces; another is 
a hell of blackness and darkness. You may 
hear them praying— May | not fall into-the 
hell. of. swords—of serpents—of . boiling. wa- 
ter,? I-bring this forward to show that, 
to-some extent, they are crying out, “ What 


the utmost to carry the gospel to every crea- 


Dr: Morrison.” 


ture ?”"—Rev. 


true shape, with all its horrid malignity, and’ 
desert of damnation, then is the time for a full 
eight of Christ.’ And Oh! how gloriously does. 
«the San: of Rightequsness arise,” 10 the be- 
>How sweet is mercy! how: précious: 
Jusus! dnd how dear his’ blood to‘the. 


wings 
the name 
awakened, 


met with: in our communitys The Canadians) 


five or six thousand dollars each. Labour with} 


Tstilt feel, as I have ever felt, that the wide |. 


over the political and moral horizon of these} 


itty on i nit “bet 


advancing any further that th 
the Church wopld warrant. 
Among the books published 
“several: 

time, when the do 
‘authority of the Fathers are 


the 
they--have used. their best.” 


From the Treasuiér’s'R 
Tooney his hands*on™ the 


efficient ‘modes of operation,” 


between ‘their organiz 


depending wholly on the prod 


resolutions recommending tb 


throughout the bounds of the 


per cent for ‘cash. 


approved by the Board. 


McDowell, Secretary of the 
abstract. 
number of missionaries 


hundred and ninety-six who ha 
three states—and fifteen to twe 


Fifty new churches have been 


which upward of thirty thousan 


—revivals have been numerous, 


than consume the balance. 
After the Report was read, 


ed the interests presented in 
ed! 


church, but the governor of 
them the privilege. 


vate house, and next morning 


or Six months. 


it now. | 
churches in that city, there 


what God has wrought! 
the present, and bow great the 


rést, and the Pi 


important’ department of Chr 
sionaries, labouring throughou 


light of the gospel into the da 
‘motest log huts in our Jand, is 
Presbyterian Church. In the 


al Union of England to the 
some years ago, he. said to 


ments, many 


tion of this country. 
ence should bei made to 
commercement, 


veining 
than the” 


eat 


amt—Ainérica 


remembeted how great the obfigation! 


- 


peculiar valde” to the Chi 
doctrines of the Reformers and the 
misapprehended by 80 

mahy, and so grossly.misapplied.. ‘Fhe Board have 
-also been deeply*impressed>with the importance of} 
publication of books suitable*for the*young, and’ 
number of this-class 
rt, 


“Ist 
“amounted to $7.18743- During the’ year endi 
April I, 1843, he has received“in payment of 


on the Ist of April, of $7,438.80. 

The sales of the year have been greatly restrict- 
ed by the financial ‘straits and’ perplexities of the 
country, yet the Board express “the ‘painful con- 
viction that the result is to be traced, in a degree, 
to other causes than the want of means”—to the 
“ apathy of the Church, notwithstanding the earnest 
appeals of the Board, the resolutions of the Assem- 
bly and numerous subordinate judicatories’—to a 
“want of energy and skill, in devisin 


The Board propose to supply each 
books, on a credit of six months, at twenty per 
cent, discount from the catalogue or retail prices,| 
for approved paper, or at a Giscount of twenty five 


The temperance cause is progressing. The 
has been one of exertion eminently blessed by the Lord 


number of any other denomination. 
which the speaker officiates, one hundred years ago, 
stood solitary, and far from any sister church. Yet 
row, numerous Presbyterian charches, at short dis- 
tances apart, cluster around it. Not Jong ago, the 
General Assembly managed all its missionary ope- 
rations, and listened annually to the report of its 
two or three missionaries, who had been sent out 
to cry in the wilderness, ** Behold thy God,” among 
the sparse and destitute settlements. But, behold 
Contrast that period with 


déstitutions of this great country. 


‘the year; are 
Chared at this 


to 
t- appears that the 
oF April; 1842 


scriptions, and donations, $6,610.43; from the sale 
of ‘books, $12;050 34. ‘The amount expended: is| 
$18,409.54. Leaving a balance im the reasury, 


the most’ 
&c. 


- Numerous friendly communications, suggesting 
various plans that have been tried by kindred. insti- 
tutions, have been received, but the appeal to such 
examples fails in force, from want of resemblance 
: tion and that of the Board 
of Publication. The American Tract Society, for 
instance, to which reference has so often been made, 
is sustained, and her treasury replenished, by the 
yearly contributions of the churches, while the 
resources of the Board of Publication are limited, 


| 


uct-of sales. 


The Board recommend a more general and ener- 
getic co-operation on the part of the Church—that 
Sessions, Presbyteries, and Synods, not only pass 


e publications to the 


churches, but take systematic. measures to have 
the books procured, paid for, distributed, and read. 
It.is recommended that each Synod appoint a Stand- 
ing Cominittee, to take such measeres as théy ina 

deem proper to pro-ure: the books of the Board, 
and employ a travelling agent to circulate them 


Synod. 


Synod” with 


The Board state, in conclusion, that they have 
been gratified and encouraged by thé noble acts of 
certain friends of the Board, whose munificent 
gifts have furnished the means of stereotyping se- 
veral valuable works, selected 


by themselves and 


Reported for the Presbyterian. 
ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOARD OF DOMESTIC 
MISSIONS. 
On Wednesday morning, 24th of May, the Anni- 
versary of the Buard of Domestic Missions was held 
in the General Assembly. The Rev. Dr. Wm. A. 


Board, ‘presented the 


Annual Report, of which the following isa brief 


now in the field is two 
ve laboured in twenty- 
nty are strictly itiner- 


ants. The number of persons admitted on exami- 
nation to the communion of the Church, during the 
“year, was three thousand six hundred, and on certifi- 
cate from other churches four thousand eight hundred. 


organized, and exten- 


sive preparations are being made to organize others. 
Seventy houses of worship have either been built, or 
are now building. There are nine hundred schools, in 


d children are taught. 
t year 


general and powerful. 


The receipts at the Treasuries at. Philadelphia, Louis- 
ville, and Pittsburgh, and other sources, during the 
year, was $35,760.99 the total disbursements $29,999.- 
41; and the balance on hand is $3,761.55. Checks are 
in hand and drafts now due, however, which will more 
The engagements for the 
ensuing Year are very extensive, and the demand for 
funds will be greater than during any preceding year.” 


a motion was made 


to refer it to a special committee ; upon which 
Rev. N. Murray rose, and said that he consider- 


the report which the 


Assembly had just heard, and those presented in the, 
report of the Board of Foreign Missions, as the 
great matters for attending to and promoting which, 
we meet. How different the state of things brought 
lefore us in this report, from that which once exist. 
We have only to go back a few years, and we 
shall meet with a fact something like this:—Two 
clergymen were travelling through Virginia, and 
they proceeded onward, through-the intermediate 
provinces, till they came to the city of New York. 
Here they applied for liberty to preach in the Dutch 


the province refused 


Shut out, as dissenters, from 
publie places of worship, they preached in a pri- 


crossed over to Long 


Island. The fact that one of them had preached. 
came to the ears of the governor, who immediately 
despatched a constable after them; and he having 
apprehended them and brought them back to the 
city, they were sentenced to imprisonment for five 
Such was the state of Prosbyte- 
rianism, at that period in New York. Yet, look at 
Reckoning all the different Presbyterian 


are neatly twice the 
The church in 


| 


Change! the 


cause of the Redeemer had excited so much inte- 
; byterian Chnrch had become so 
strong as to send forth ten or twelve missionaries, a 
standing committee on the subject of missions was 
appointed. Now, we have a Board, asthe organ of 
the Church, to watch continually over this most 


istian enterprise, and 


instead of ten, we have above fhree hundred mis- 


t the waste and wide 
To carry. the 
rkest corners, and re- 
the great duty of the 

farewell address of 


the Rev. Dr. Reed, delegate from the Congre: ation- 


‘American churches, 
this: effect: If the 


Presbyteriar: Church be able to do nothing else, Jet 
her attend to the great and important work of evan- 
gelizing America; for the eye of the Papist, and the 
eye of the infidel, and the eye of _the anarchist, are 
all fixed upon America, as their lawfu] and ready 
prey. The fotire déstinies of this country, and of 
Church; must be deeply affected ‘with the moral 
circumstances and spiritual agencies which operate 
in our growing settlements.- ‘l'hese handfuls of peo- 
ple are hereafter to become thousands. ‘Every year, 
numerous immigrants are flocking into those settle- 
of them from Papal Eurape; bringing 
with them their prejudices, theft: ignorance, and 
theiretrors. If these settlements, which have now 
nO permanent character, ate allowed to hecome fixed 
in irreligion, we can-searcely estimate the inflaence 
for evil“ which they will exert on the future condi-} 
‘A positively religious influ- 
ar on these from their 
“otherwise they will grow up i 

ung and viee,’a calamity to themselves, anc 
to the Whole land.* ‘Phere been adisposition to’ 
interests and distinctions fr 
latge societiée—a dispositiow to have thenr g'eat. 
and Yo call theii “If any soviet 
up ip some cémner—if few maternal ladies 
gettier (6 yive good advice t¢ mothers in. re 
nothing féss wout 


ny soviety was-got 


rd to 
serve} 
“And forthe sake 


ties were sunk’ 


duwn from the platform, would take our Confes- 
_sion of Faith and denounce our doctrines, or deny 
‘the legitimaey of oir ministry, and the validity of 
our ordinances. - Who- fought the battles of our 


rocked the cradle ofour liberty. Who went 
into our-ranks, in the beat-of, the struggle, and en-. 
couraged by sheir.exhortations, the men whoachiev+ 
ed our. national Independence? It was_ the -piens 
and patriotic ministers of the Presbyterian Church 
‘—a Church which from its. earliest existence ‘has 
been the friend and advocate of free institutions, 
‘and the dread-of tyrants. ‘The prevalence-of a sys- 
tem 80 much accordance with the spirit of oor 
republican institutions, deserves its own place in. 
our desires and effofis for our country’s welfare. 
‘We should not giv® gradgingly to the missionary 
cause. He-could tell something of the state of Ire- 
’ landy and the expenditure there for far other and in- 
ferior purposes té-that which claims our considera- 
tion this -day.*, "Phe Pepe colleets more from the 
oor and-poveyy-sirieken portion of the people of 
reland than all. that. the, Presbyterian Church. be- 
stows on all its missions. “There is avother’ thing 
.on which he would respectfully venture a remark. 
He preached the other evening in this church, and. 
. the splendid pulpit attracted his. attention. Tt had 
set him a-thinking, and he discovered that the mo- 
ney bestowed upon it, amounted to one-fifteenth of 
the whole that the Presbyterian.Church had given 
to missions during the past year. ‘T’his contracted 
scale of supporting missions. Wij] not aoswer for the 
spread and gtowth-of the. Presbyterian Church.— 
We hope for better things and times. There is a 
revolution* going on at present in the Chorch of 
Scotland—a revolution. demanding great self-de- 
‘nial, and many sacrifices. He trusted that it was 
the beginning of a revolution in the active energies 
| of all the’ branches of the Church of Christ, and 
that it woulJ extend to us something of its self-con- 
secralting spirit. As a Church, we have’ money, 
and men, and members enodgh, There are among 
us, somie who would be as much benefitted by a 
pecuniary depletion, as a manin a raging fever is 
relieved by losing blood. He trusted that the Lord 
would touch the hearts of Christians, and that the 
day was near when we should hear of greater and 
better things. 
Rev. Dr. LELAND liad considered the men andthe 
field of operation, and when he thought of the quali- 
fications of the men, and the extent of ‘the field, he 
expected to hear of great things; but a report of 
such deep and overpowering interest—that amidst so 
many and formidable difficulties, they had accom- 
plished so much, and* reached such results—he did 
notexpect to hear. There were many grounds of 
joy and thankfulness presented in what we had 
heard. Jt is a privilege to belong to a denomination 
before which such a field for exertion. and useful- 
_ness lies 6pen, and where so many motives animate 
and encourage to inereasing activity. His mind 
was deeply impressed with the contrast of the past 
and the present. In-times now past, the General 
Assembly listened to the meagre account of the 
labours of two or threé missionaries, scattered over 
the surface of a part of the vast destitutions of our 
land ; now, we have an aecount of the labours of 
three hundred and three missionaries, of upwards of 
seven hundred churches supplied with the stated 
means of grace, and of thousands awakened and 
added to the church. And how has all this been 
accomplished? Looking at the small amount.con- 
tributed by the churches, we must see that it is the 
Lord’s doing, and it is wondrous in our eyes. 
There has been a lamentable deficiency on the part 
of the Church. Considering the numbers and the 
wealth comprised in it, we expected to hear that the 
means had been ample; but we have only something 
like thirty thousand dollars from one hundred and 
sixty thousand members, for the purpose of plant- 
ing churehes among the destitute, aiding the feeble, 
and sustaining our missionaries—being Jess than 
thirty dollars from each church. When it is known 
what the Board is doing, and what calls there are 
for help, will not the churches act, and with united 
hands and heart make increasing- effort—every one 
doing something towards the great work? If the 
churches do their duty, the next General Assembly 
will listen to yreater wonders, and be gladdened 
with greater things than these—more vital. religion 
in the churéhes—more success in missionary la- 
bour—more missionaries employed—more waste 
places visited and built up. . . It seemed myste- 
rious to him that there should be a difference of 
opinion respecting agencies, or thatany should think 
that Preshyteries were sufficient to do the work in 
which this organ of the church is so successfully 
engaged. ‘That plan was tried thirty years, and 
nothing in comparisoa was effected ; but how much 
has been accomplished by the Board! This should 
convince the most sceptical, and uriite every heart, 
and nerve every hand to the advancement of the 
great work. In the course of Providence, the 
Church has been rebuked for its lack of liberality. 
The people withheld more than was meet, and the 
Lord has withered their prosperity. ‘They denied 
the means of promoting the gospel while they had 
them, and now they have taken wings, and flown 
awzy. Let this admonish them to give the Lord 
his due—to come up to the standard of duty; else 
they may expect still severer chastisement. They 
should resolve, in any case, to sustain the Board in 
its labours of love, ‘The objection made sometimes 
to the employment of agents is fully answered by 
the report lying on the table. Where are the min- 
isters that have laboured more ardently and success- 
fully, that have accomplished so muchas they? He 
trasted that there was but one feeling in the Assem- 
bly, that we are all ealled ‘to liberality and devoted- 
ness in this matter, and that all Should prepare to 
discharge their duty in sustaining this blessed eause, 
Rev.. Dr. Hoce. said it was easy to take such 
views of the subject before us, as might produce a 
temporary impression in favour of. Missions ; but it 
was difficult 10 make an adequate presentation of the 
importance of the object. This object is no less 
than the best means of extending vital Christianity 
throughout the country, to make manifest Its power 
and purity, and to be instrumental in preparing peo- 
ple for the presence of God in a better and eterna] 
world. 
there is no good reason why we should enter on it, 
in a sectarian spirit, or to awaken any feeling in 
other dendminations, except to provoke them to love 
and good works. Weshould not oppose other evan- 
gelical Christians, but aid them;. and should carry out 
our peculiarities, yet embrace our Christian brethren 
in charity. There is room for all the friends of 
Christ, of every name, to labour in our wide coun- 
try, without being in one another’s way. Look at 
the entire population of our country; deduct infants 
and all such as have not the capacity of understand- 


is not saying too much to affirm that not one half of 
them are living under the adequate ministration of 
the gospel, as taught by any evangelical dencmina- 
titn. ‘Taking all the ministers in our country, that 
hold the fundamental truths of Christianity—they do 
not amount to more than nine or ten thousand; and 
what are these among so many ?—T'he speaker has 
been ealled on, and is pleased with the duty, to pre- 
| sent the condition of the West. What is called the 
Valley of the’ Mississippi, containg an intelligent 
and active population of not less than four or five 
millions. Thete are other representations made of 
their character. They a:e all a mistake. There is 
not any where, taken as a whole, a population supe- 
rior to the western people in morals and intelligence. 
But-there is,a‘lamentable deficiency among them, 
of the means of. grate. ‘The Presbyterian denomi- 
Wation in the West, is not so numerous as seme of 
the: others; but they yield to none in inflaence. 
There are about one thousand churches, not one half 
of which are fully supplied, and more than three hun- 
dred of which ave destitate of the stated ordinances of 
the gospel. The increased” nuniber of vacancies 
ought to arrest the attention of the members of this 
Assembly. ‘Every year, new churelies are organ- 
ized, and are Jeft to decay: for want of men to labour 
among them. ‘Phere is stilt much and to be pos- 
sessed. ‘There ought to be twice three hundred 
churchés formed ‘to meet the wants of those wlio 
would be witling to réceive ‘the 
‘Phe’ Vasthéss of tte field’ and of the’nunibers mia- 
King a demand upon us for the means of prace, ren- 
det it impracticable tosnpply them alt. feeble 
churches, seemingly neglected, become discouraged ; 
and ‘others enter into and possess the field which 
has been thus partially occupied.— When the mem: 
bers of the Presbyterian Church become as willing 
as they are able, then there enough to 


tain all our m(ssionaries. Tiere’ is a vast am 


country, when we were stroggling into freedom ?} ticn of Christians, ‘The light which is pure, shines 


When we engage in the work. of Missions,| 


ing the word of God; then, of those that remain, it| | 


gospel from’ us.| : 


then the truth will be preserved, and be ultimately 
triumphant.: The Presbyterian Church has more to 
do, in the way‘ of conflict, than any other denomina-| 


ceedings te the trial are briefly narrated im the 
Preface. ‘he Repori.has been prepared and published at 
great expense,and to Presbyteriuns, presents an invaluable 
record of one of the must interesiiiag and importept cases 
neaé, it probably surpasses of the é kina” 

“extent ever in thic. “Phe Reporter wax 
assisied in the preparation of it by several-of the tearned 
counsel. ‘the beok cunteins pear 600 royal octave pages, 
strongly and neatly bound. 

Missiong.—A Historical Sketch or 

ious View of Domesiic and Foreign Missions in the 
resbyterian Chureh in the United States of America, Pre- 
red at the request of the Board of F ‘Missivas of the 
ian Church. By Ashbet Green, D.D. } vol. 
A ‘PREaTIsE ON THE Oppices by the Kev. 
George Sievenson, Munster of the Gospel, Ayr, end author 
of a work on the Alonement,. Ye are come to Jesua, the 
Mediator of the New Covenant.” First American, from the 
jast English editidn. 1 vol. 12mo. 

A Bisue CLAss Manva., or 4 oF th 
the order of the Westminsier Shorter Cate¢hiam, adapted to 
Bible Classes; With Questions on each Chapter tor the 
Bible Lesson. By John MeDowell, D.D., Pastor of the Cen- 
tral Preabyieriaa chnrch, vols. 

_AN ILLUSTRATION OF Tap AND Pro- 
roncipe or THe Taseamuent, By Kev. Wm, 
With an Intredyctory Essay, } vol.- 

“Ine Crook mv THe Lor; or a Display of the 

‘and the C “ 


toa ter distance, and reveals objects more dis- 
‘tinetly, than that which is obséure; and the more 
vividly it shines intothe darkness, the more abund- 
antly the hidden things of darkness are made mani-| 
fest, and the more the darkness is offended. ‘Phe 
work.in which we are engaged as a Church, in giving 
the go-pel to the destitute, is a great work, calling 
f.r the exercise of every Christian virtue and every 
active principle; and-aware of our iosufficiency, we 
should be earnest in presénting it continually in 
prayer to God. The foundation of a structure for 
God’s glory and the salvation of sduls, is laid broad] 
and deep by the divine blessing on the missionary 
work. © Let ug rejoice in it, be thankful, and earn- 
esily prosecute it.” I have spoken of the wants of 
the West; bat in all parts of the land, in the East, 
North, and Sonth, destitutions appear, and loudly 
eal! for help... liweheartily engage in tire labour of, 
love, which presents itself to us, the Lord will give 
us success. If al] the members of the Presbyterian 
Church, and all the friends of Our benevolent enter- 
prises, were each to do a little, according to their 
ability, we should have means enough, and be able 
to find men enough for the destitutions at home 
and for the heathen too,. 
Rev. Dr, Lorp gave an interesting statement of 
the spiritual condition of Western New York; point 
ed to the necessity of having the: gospel syetem of 
truth and order, as held by the Presbyterian Church, 
represented on that field; and earnestly pleaded that 
effurt should be made, to heal and sweeten the 
waters of a fountain, as West New York is, which 
sends the streams of-its emigrating population all 
over the valley of the Mississippi, bearing with 
them principles aud influences for good or evil—for 
life or death. | 


and Wisdom of God ina the A of Men, and 
under them. By Rev. Thomas Bostwn, 


Tus Sions or THE Tiwes; a Series of Lectures deliver, 
ed in the Secuad Presbyterian church, Philadelphia, embrac- 
ing, a others, the following subjects, viz Missions, kd- 
ucation, Covetousness, Revivals of Religion, Doctrines, Fa- 
naticism, Slavery, Lawlessness, &c. &c. By the Rev. C. C, 
Cuyler, D. D., with an Introduction; by the Rev. Ashbel 
Green, D.D, 320 pp. 12mo. 

LETTERS ON THE SACRAMENT OF THE 

the late Samuel Bayard, Ksq., a Kider in 
resbyterian church al. Princeton, New. Jersey. Second 
edition, révised by the author, with additional notes and il- 
lustrations, ~~ 

RECOMMENDATION.—We are pleased to learn that new 
edition of “ Letters on the of the Lord’s Supper," 
by Samuel Bayard, Esq.,a Ruling Kider in the Preabyie- 
rian church at Princeton, New Jersey, is called for,. It waa 
first publi about sixteen or seventeen yeara ago, and 
was regarded aw @ very useful present to that portion of the 
religious community fur the benefit of which 1 was intend, 
ed. ‘he work being now out of print, the venérable Au- 
thor has been requested to allow @ new im ion for 
lic use. We are pleased to find that he has agreed to com- 
ply with this request, and that a revised. and. improved edi- 
tion may sovn be expected to issue from the press. We 
freely recommend this manual as, in our opinion, adapted 
to do much good. | 

Samoet MILLER. James CARNARAN. 
A. ALEXANDER. B. Rick 

Tue THEeatre; by the fate Rev. 8. G. Winchester, 1 
vol. 12mo. Contents—A statement of the point discussed: 
Origin and progress-of the Drama. Fruitiess attempts te're- 
form the Theatre, Authorities against the Theatre. io the. 
a mirror of nature? Js the Theatre a school. of 
virtue 

Tus Vanity or a Lire or 
the Rev: Henry A. Boardman, Pastor of the Tenth Pres 
terian church, Philadelphia, published and for sale a : 

Corner of Seventh and George streeta, Philade!phia. 

LE BRUN, Architect, has- the honour of inform 

-* the publie, ‘that he has removed his office to. No, 
North, Seventh street, above Arch street, Philadetptiia, 
where he continues to devote his attention to the various 
branches relating to his profession, Gentlemen residing at 
a distance can p designs in any atyle for rehcs or 
other buildings, delivéred to any part of the United. Sintes, 
by sending a deseription of the style and accommedations 
in a letter with refercnce to an agent in Phila» 
de oS The designs will be accompanied, if required, 
with the necessaty details and specifications, to enable 
builders to contract from them. 
Rererences.—N, Le Brun is authorized to. refer to the 


Loap's Surrer; 
the 


Reported for the Presbyterian, 


| ANNIVERSARY OF THE BOARD OF EDUCATION. 


The Anniversary of the Board of Education was 
observed by ‘the General Assembly on Thursday 
morning May 25th. The Agnuoal.Report was read 
by the Rev. M. B. Hope, the Corresponding Secre- 
tary, and addresses’ were made by several members. 
The following isvan abstract of the Annual Repoft. 

The Board of Education are enabled, (they trust 
with humble gratitude,) to report another year of 
remarkable prosperity. ‘The stipply of candidates 
has not only kept.up, but.is.greater than that of 
last year, by more than sixteen per cent: and the 
treasury of the Board, has enabled them promptly 
to meet every demand upon their fun The 
number of candidates received during the year has 
been ONE HUNDRED AND ONE, making the_ whole 
number aided by the Board, one thousand three 
hundred and thirty. The number on the ‘roll of 
the Board for the year just ended has been three 
hundred and fifty.. Of these there were in their 
theological course, one hundred and sixteen, In 
Colleges, one hundred and forty-two. In Acade- 
mies and private schools, sixty-six. Teaching 
temporarily, twenty-six. Total, three hundred and 


fifty. 
| vis but justice to the Church to state, that this 
is not a full view of her Education statistics. There 


are scholarships im several institutions, and phvats Building Committee. of the Penn Square . Presbyteria 
foundations for students, which donot report through} Charch, Philadelphia. se may 27—3t 
the Bdard. The whole number of beneficiaries. in ¥TERIAN Bh, N.— 
ith ust 1s e Missiona n the lide 
connexion with the General Assembly cannot be the 


the BOOK 
may 27 


NL 


by Robert Moffat, with numerous ongvevings Price Fitly 
cents. FOF gale by WM. S. MARTIEN, 
Seventh and George streets, Philadelphia, 
JISTORY OF THE REFORMATION~Tue CueaP 
EpiTion oF D’Ausiene Hisrory or Taz ReForM- 
ATION.— Three. Volumes 12mvo.—for One =, 
Also, the same Work complete in one large octavo. yo- 
lume, 432 pages—price one dollar, full cloth, or sevéniy- 
five cents in half cloth. | 
Bible in Spain, or, the Journeys, Adventures, and 
,/mprisonments of an Englishman, in attempting to cireulate 
he Scriptures in the une By George Borrow, author 
“The Gypsies of Spain,” 232 pages, octavo, Price 38 


Cents. Also 
of Spain.—With an original collection of 


less than from four hundred, to four hundred and 
fifty. 

It is certainly a remarkable fact, that among so 
considerable a number of young men, there has 
been no call for disciplino, on moral grounds, or 
defective piety, for the last three years. And with- 
in that period, we are not aware of a single case, 
where a young man has been seduced from the 
ministry, by the emoluments and honours of any 
secular profession. ; 

Several causes have contributed to this happy 
result. Foremost in the number, we reckon that 
feature of our plan, which places the beneficiary in 
the solemn relation of a candidate forthe ministry, 
under the care of the Presbytery. The Board are 
sorry to say, that in some Presbyteries this plan is 
not fully adopted, and where itis, the principle of 
Presbyterial responsibility and supervision, is» not. 
always fully carried out, as they could desire. They 
contemplate, however, as soon as other and more 


OFF AT S-SOUTHERN AF 
Missionary Labonrs and Scenes in Southern Africa, 


The Gypsies 
their Songs and Puetry; by Geerge Borrow—uaniform with 
the Bible in Spain—148 pages—price 31} cents. Forsale 
4 WM..8: MARTIEN, 


pressing duties will permit, to address themselves| Career of George and Seventh streets, Philadelphia... 

to the task, of improving and.carrying out this plan,| _™ay 20, | 

with the concurrence of the Presbyteries, un- NTIOCH.—Just published ond for sale by Hogan & 
north Fourth 


der the sanction of the Assembly. 

Under the direction of the Board, a pastoral cor- 
respondence has been opened between the Corres- 
ponding Secretary and the candidates, which has 
been attended already with the happiest effects, and 
which promises the greatest usefulness. This mea- 
sure has disclosed the possession on the part of the 
candidates of a higher range of character, both in 
talents and piety, and especially in devoticn to the 
_Master’s service, than we had ventured -to expect. 
The strength of character and determined purpose 
“of some of these sons of the Church, in wrestling 
with poverty, neglect, opposition, and trials of every 
sort, all borne with perfect cheerfulness—with their 
faces set like a flint towards the ministry, did not, 
propriety forbid the exposure of their confidential 
cortespondence, would impress the Church, as it 
has done the Board, with the inestimable valne of 
the treasure which she possesses, in these candidates 
for the ministry. 3 

Thirty-three of our candidates have finished their 
course of study, and are now entering upon the ac- 
tive duties of the ministry: and severa] others have 
| been licensed to spend another year in study. Two 
have died, and seven have ceased to need aid. 

‘The Board are gratified to state, that amang the 
| number who have finished their course, are two in- 
“teresting coloured men, who have given great satis- 
‘faction during the progress, and since the termina- 

tion of their studies ; and both of whom have gone 
to Africa, to * proclaim liberty to the captives, and 


THompson, No. 30 street, Philadel- 
phia, Antioch, or the Increase of Moral Power in the 
Chureh. ‘By the Rev. P. Church. anthor of Religious Dis 
cussions, &c., in one neat. )8mo. volume. 

Also, the Karen Apostle, or the Memoir of Kotha-By-Y hu, 
the first Karen convert. By the Rev. francis Mason. , 
ie HOGAN THOMPSON, . 
_ may 13—3t 30 North Fourth street, Philadelphia. 


SELF DISCIPLINE.—J. Wrernam &.Son, 144 Chest- 
nut street, Philadelphia, have just published a‘new and 
beautiful edition of the following valuable tittle book, viz. 
Self Discipline. By Henry Forster Burder, D.D., coniaiping 
1. The Government of the Desires. 2. Do. ofthe T hts, 
3. Do. ofthe Temper. 4. Do. of the Tongue. 5, Do, of the 
Conduct. | 

J. W. & Son, have aiso just received the towing: Ko- 
Thah-Byu, the Karen Apostle, I8mo. The School Girt in- 
France, 18mo. ‘Webster on Regeneration, 18mo. The Ad- 
vancement of Religion, the Claim. of ‘Tumes, by Reed. 
l2Zmo. Antioch, ‘or the Increase of Moral Power in the 
Church, “18mo. Precept upon Precept. 18m0 Judah's 
Lion, by Chiariotte Elizabeth, 12mo. Daffield on} the Pro- 

hecies, 12mo. Memoir of Mrs. Anna. Maria Morrison, 

8mo. Phe Great Commission, by Harris, 12m0. ‘The 

. 'Frue Catholic no Romanist, by Gdenheimer. An Affec- 

tionate Invitation to the Loly Communion, by Dr. Dorr, 
18mo., &c. may 20 

RESBYTERIAN BOARD. OF PUBLICATION. — 

This-day publshed, A Scripture Help, designed to 

assist in Reading the Brble. “By the Rev. Kdward Bick- 

ersteth, abridged by the auther—116 pages. 18mo. 

Dying Hours, or Narratives Hiustrative of the Grace of 
God to Dying Sinners. sefected and prepared for the Pres- 
byterian Board of Publication—14} pages 18mo. 

For sale at the DEPOSITORY, | 
George and Seventh streeis; Philadelphia. 


E. corner 
29 


the opening of the prison to them that are bouad”’ 

in that and long benighted land. the Apostolic Church 
lhe Board feel called upon to. render special rticularly with reference to the claims of Epistopacy. By 

thanks for the goodness of God to them in regard to y. Albert Barnes, Pastor of the First Presbyterian h, 


their financial affairs. _While almost every. other 
institution within their knowledge, has felt the pres. 
sure of the times, in the curtailment of its income, 
they have been blessed with an actual increase of 
resources fully adequate to the increase of their be- 
neficiaries ; and this, too, they are glad to say, 
agreeably to the hope expressed to the last General 
Assembly, without any increase of their regular’ 
agency. | 

The General Assembly will sympathize io the 
gratification felt by the Board in view of the fact, 
that, notwithstanding the peculiar difficulties of the 
times, the receipts during the yéar, as shown b 
the Treasurer’s Report, have been $29,104.16, And 
if to this there be added the sum of $1300, deposit- 
ed for convenience in other places, and which has 
not yet passed through the hands of our. Treasurer, 
it makes the actual receipts over $30,000—which 
is an advance of twenty-four per cent. over those of 
last year, and fifty-one per cent. over those of the 
year before last: or in other words, the receipts of 
the Board have in¢réased from NINETEEN THOUSAND 
TO Tr IRTY THOUSAND DOLLARS. We cite the fact in 
evidence of a greatly increasing interest in-the cause 
and of rapidly extending usefulness, under the favonr 
and blessing of the Great Head of the Church. 


Philadelphia, just published by | 
ERKINS & PURVES, 

may 20—4t 134Chestnot street, Philadelphia 
CHURCH RECORD.—Jast published, a Record 
designed for the use of Pastors, and Eiders of Church- 

es. It presents convenient form, 
1. The aggregate number of those uniting with the 
church, whether on certificate or by profession, at each 
communion, 
2. The names of the members alphabetically arranged, 
with columns for the residence of each, time of admission, 
time of dismissal, where dismissed to, time of suspension, 
time of death, 
3. The names of the baptized children of the church, with 
columne for parents’ names, time of baptism, by -w bap 
‘tized, &e,- For sale GRIFFITH & SIMON, 

188 North 


may 20 Third street, Philadeiphia. 

-}OUNT HOLLY INSTPiruTée FOR YOUNG LA- 
DIES,—Mrs, C.-C. Cursman, and her sister, Miss 
Lanostrora, formerly of ‘Trenton, New Jersey, but more 
recently of Philadelphia, opened a Seminary ng Young 
Ladies, in. Mount Hotly,on Fuesday, May 2d, 1 

It is their desire and purpose 4o combine accyrate scienti- 
fic instruction with discreet and mafernal supervision over 
the morals aad manners of their so that parents shall 
feel a perfect assurance that theur daughters are at once ac- 
quiring, not only a sound edncation, but those elevated and 
practical principles which add beauty and usefulness to {e- 


male charatier, ‘he 
healthfat, and of access— 
Bartington. at which place 


The location is pleasant, 
being only aboot six miles from | 
-@ line of es communicates twice a day with the steam- 
boats and railroad. between New, York and Philadelphia. 
 "Terss—Payable one half in advance, and the remainder 
at the close of the session. Roard, fuel, lights, and tuition, 
per session. $80.. Frencls and Spanish, each, do. $12. Mu- 
sic on the Piano, do. $16._ Use of Piano, do, $4. Drawing 
ahd Painting, do, $12. Chage for washing, week, do. 
50 cents. provided with a bedstead, 
bed, and bedding, towels, and table napkins. or pay an addi- 
charge of $3. apparel, bedding, 
towels, napkins, indispensabie... 

Scholars, per Session——Juvenile Depart- 
Department, $16, 


‘French, Spanish, Music, Drawingyand Painting, as above. 

receiving. 

L 

. Jones, Rev, Albert Ba 


GROCERIES FOR CASH.—Clergymen. and 
Lay members of the General Assembly, from the coun- 

try, and all others attending the same, who are desirous. 9! 
supplying themselves with Greceries before leaving ibe 
city, aré respectfully invited to call at the Store of the sub- 
scriber, (Sotith-west corner of Tenth and Arch streets) where 
they will find an. extensive assortment of cheap family Gro- 
ceries, and of a quality equal to any in the market... ‘Ibe ex- 
penses of freight to almust any section of the. Union, being 
now so vérylow, it is believéd that those residing at a dis- 
tance from the city their family] 
supplies here, at least from 20-to 25 per cent, ‘The aubseri-| 
ber will pack all goods. purchased.-at his store, with care, 


rnes, Rev. 


ues, 4 
avana 


Session .Ua | they 4 
“il Care, 
deen fdiih-|. Howson, candidateo! Last 
those Breth- |} ~JaM. McBryde, graduate of Jeflerson College. 
favoured: ther. wilt views MeNeill; do. University of: North Ca-| | 
thes own audamentnud sense of responsi-|” McDonald, Fayitevitle,; North Carolina. | 
~~ C. er Presbytery. | 
thechaayes, indemenda-| Philander Camp, Lafayette College. | 
The great Joho. A- Scot, Jeffersan Colleg 
to be and fact that Richardson, graduate | 4 
mer of students is twenty- | 
4 | six—and thé whole number connected with. the | 
aung, they pave. aimed to make selection; Seminary during the year has been thirty-five. | 
4 which as whole may be ©The Board are- happy to inform the Assem- 
and: supersede:tlie use. of the. different) bly, that’the prospects of the Seminary are | A 
Hymn Books which ha hito] morethan usnaily eneournging. The number 
atid of snidents who have taken the entire course of] 
Phe Hine ‘restéred those of Seminary has. increased, and. we hope will] 
ly enlled” for, by| continue to increase. 4 | | 
The prospect of faurtheroadditions to the Se- 
‘minarty.is flatteting. . 
more readily because such restoration was 
3 
a 
| | 
IRL, S. corner of seventh and George sis, 
| 
| 
| 
| | 
| 
wal ¥ 
a | 
| 
| | 
| 
nel IN. Howell, Daniel LL. he | who will refuse to say, Exert yourselves to 
Jéss: W. Hume, -John..D. Meek, ron, D.D., President. Swill, D.U., Vice- 
fred Pautt, Josiah B. Porter, President... “Robert Dualap, Secretary. Mi. i 
Thomas C, Porter, Win, Scribne chael Allen, Treasurer. 
4 Sdward Peter}. The Giagay otland) Courier states tha | post the of charge. A| B 
4+ on Sunday. the of | rge supply quality Greet and Black Teas.. of the} tk 
case WAS: Cispense’ | Lump, and Br AN the different varieties! F 
vgmpalichox | brought in‘the churéh portion of the sacra- Ginger: Preserves in glare jars, Korbel, Dr MeKetway, 
n al sae down, ant inthe Tinds, : Senées, Table House and] James W. Al Princeton. N..J. 
madly, that the “Rey. Joseph. Sweetman, off elder, abd. instagtly expired... y 
| | | | As 


